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stress Chinese pupils 
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teachers and par- 
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them succeed in an 
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By Dy Yap 


ON A DAY OF TRAGEDY AND GRIER, 
there was hope—and heroism. 

Oct. 19 will be remembered for its 
terror and uncertainty, but for those 
who lived through it, the kindness of 
strangers shone through the rubble, 
the clouds of dusty air, the streams of 
walking wounded and the pile of 
corpses. 

A security guard, covered with 
blood and ash, cradled a bleeding 


HOMEWORK/AS 


woman and helped her to an ambu- 
lance. Without a word, he rushed 
back to the site to attend to the oth- 
ers. 

A woman tapped the shoulder of a 
rescue worker and said: “I'm a doctor. 
How can I help?" 

Hearing this, a young woman came 
forward and identified herself as a 
nurse, In a moment, she was putting 
on gloves and administering first aid to 
the injured. 

For Anthony Melendres, 


who 


LÁcts of heroism rise from the rubble 


headed the first rescue squad to re- 
spond to Friday's blast at the Gloriet- 
ta 2 mall in Makati City, these little 
acts of heroism made all the differ- 
ence, 

His 10-member team—eight men 
and two women—had just arrived at 
the scene and was starting to get “over- 
whelmed” by the sheer number of 
those who needed help. 

"We were outnumbered,” Melendres 
told the INQumen. “There were so many 
of them and just the 10 of us, We 


couldn't work 


out a system im 
mediately.” 
“Our rescuers were 
running in all directions. 
Tt was chaos.” 
Everywhere, people were 


screaming and crying for help. Most 
were in shock, Some were walking in 
circles, dazed. Others were covered 

with ash and dust, 
Barely had they gotten off the 
ACTSOF/AIS 


RESCUERS bring an unconscious. 
woman to safety after a fire broke out at 
aresaurantn Giorla mall in Makati 
(Story in Metro, Page A25.) 


Accident angle probed 


Cops find 
no trace yet 
of bomb 


E 


Bombing 
takes heat 
off cash 


gift scandal 


By Amando Doronila 


ingredient 
By Alcuin Papa 


POLICE YESTERDAY 
entered the basement 
of Glorietta 2 after si- 
phoning off water and 


THE BOMBING AT THE GLORI- 
etta shopping mall on Friday, 
killing at least 11 people, has 
launched the country into the 
vicious cycle of the carousel 
called blame game, Whodunit? 

The same question has re- 


fumes in a bid to deter- mained ETİ 
mine if the explosion swered 


that ripped through the 
Makati City shopping 
mall and left 11 people 
dead was a result of a 
terrorist attack or an ac- 
cident. 


National Capital Region Po- 
lice Office (NCRPO) chief Direc- 
tor Geary Barlas told the INQum- 
an that the police checked the 
underground area for structural 
defects before sending probers 
inside, He said he expected the 
investigation there to be com- 
pleted before midnight last 
night, 

“We are hoping that in the 
post-blast investigation, we 
would get new evidence that 
would help us in the investiga- 
tion," Barlas said. 

He said investigators had 


over who are responsible for the 
extrajudicial executions of up to 
800 political activists and three 
scores of journalists since 2001 
and, recently, for the distribu- 
tion of more than P120 million 
in cash to 290 congressmen and 
40 governors in Malacafiang. 

The Arroyo administration 
has offered a P2-million reward 
“for anybody who can give us 
information on the suspects in 
this incident.” If President 
Macapagal-Arroyo is clueless, 
the national police is as con- 
founded, All the police can say 
is that the bombing is the handi- 
work of generic "terrorists," 

No group has claimed re- 
sponsibility, except the So- 
laiman Revolutionary Move- 
ment, a group that security au- 
thorities have linked to the Abu 
Sayyaf. Police have rejected the 
claim as a “hoax.” 


A HIGH school graduation photo of Jee Ann de Gracia, one of the fatalities in the Glorletta 2 explosion on Friday, is placed on her coffin at Rizal 
Funeral Homes in Pasay City. EDMINBACASHAS 


Her life was not even starting yet, says pa 


By D) Yap, Julie M. Aurelio 


or donned a real nurse cap, or 
and Nancy Carvajal 


gone to the United States to live 
the life she had dreamed of. 

Then he thought of the things 
she could never do now, like 
preparing her mother’s chocolate 
drink in the morning, horsing 


never accept that she's gone.” 
Janine was among the 11 
people killed in Friday's explo- 
sion that rocked the country's fi- 
nancial center, 
The 10th body—that of 23- 
year-old computer programmer 


in a hospital from multiple blast 
wounds, hospital officials said. 
Yesterday, Marcos, along with 
his wife Soledad and two of their 
five children, went to the site 
where their daughter lost her life, 
“I wanted to be at peace,” he 


FOR A FEW PRECIOUS MIN- 
utes, Julian Marcos stood at the 
wreckage of the Glorietta 2 
mall, in front of a single yellow 


confirmed the seat of the explo- candle, thinking of his daughter around with her younger sister Maureen de Leon—was found told the Ingumenatthewakeinthe — The Melo Commission's in- 
sjon on Friday was located in andofwhatmighthavebeen. and getting another stuffed bear buried in the basement of the family residence in Taguig City quiry into the extrajudicial 
the basement of the mall and He thought of how his 17-year- to add to her collection. mall late Saturday Hours later, Yesterday morning, before he killings has come up with a re- 
not on the first floor. old Janine had not yet experi- “Her life was not even start- the death toll rose to 11 when the decided to go to the Glorietta port that blamed the murders on 

ACCIDENT/AIT enced going out with a boyfriend, ing yet,” Marcos insisted. "I can injured Ricardo Petras, 24, died HERLIFE/AIT BOMBING/ Al2 


BARANGAY POLLS 
Vote-buy raps fiy, 
gimmicks abound 


By Inquirer Bureaus 


‘Read along’ 
in mall draws 
biggest crowd 


By Eliza Victoria 
Inquirer Research 


Briton leaves career 
to save RP children 


JANE WALKER PICKS HER WAY 
barefoot through stinking black 
mud at Manila's Smokey Moun- 
tain dump, an apparition 
among the myriad garbage col- 
lectors she wants to rescue from 
their wretched poverty. 

“Why are you not in our 
school today?” she asks a mal- 
nourished child with a gaunt 
frame and bloodshot eyes, 

“Ltold you I would be looking 
for my students, you should 
come even if you are late,” she 
gently scolds the child, before 
giving him a tight embrace. 


hill of rubbish for items to 
salvage in exchange for a few 
pesos. 

A former executive with a 
British publishing house, the 
43-year-old has been a fix- 
ture at Smokey Mountain for 
more than a decade, search- 
ing for children to feed and 
send to school in what was 
initially a quest for personal 
salvation. 

Walker, from Britain, first 
arrived in Manila as a tourist 
in 1996, expecting a South- 
east Asian tropical paradise, 


antirabies vaccination cam- 
paign and free measles immu- 
nization for children, 

Still others capitalized on a 
popular television show for ” 
name recall while some youth 
candidates named their group 
after a Japanese cartoon char- 
acter to attract young voters. 

The same charges of vote- 
buying and fraud that hounded 
candidates in the May 14 na- 
Honal elections have also 


FOR 11 SATURDAYS, THE IN- 
Quinen has invited celebrities 
and role models to read stories 
to children of all ages in a quiet 
nook in its Makati office. 

But last Saturday was differ- 
ent. The INQumer Read-Along 
program, which began in May, 
left the office confines to bring 
the joy of storytelling closer to 
its audience, 

First stop was the Ramon 


WHILE THE ENTHUSIASM 
generated by the national elec- 
tions in May has died down, 
candidates for the Oct. 29 
barangay and Sangguniang Ka- 
bataan (SK) elections have 
been trying to perk up the elec- 
torate by time-tested 
campaign gimmicks, 

Some candidates have resort- 
ed to merrymaking—complete 


with Ati-Atihan dancers and cropped up in some provinces, “I want you to come back to Instead, she stumbled into | Magsaysay Learning Center in 
inotorcades of jepan peti Ti Nuss Vizcaya, local off. | lANEWalkerhugsayoung school, and join us tomorrow" an overpopulated and chaot- | Ermita, Manila, with returning 
cabs and tricycles—to intro- cials and residents have ex | Məxmər in Manila sSmokey she says as she releases him to ic city, where children were | Alitaptap storyteller Rich Rer 
duce themselves to voters, pressed concern that the exer- 5 ^" resume picking through a fresh BRITON/A8 | driguez as guest reader. 

Others opted to conduct an vore-suy/ AID READ ALONG/AID 
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WEATHERFORECAST 

FORECAST: Eastern Luzon vill experience mostly cloudy ses with 
Scattered rainshowers while Visayas and Mindanao wil have mostly 
Clow shes wilh scattered ranshoners and tundestoms. The rest 
of Luzon wil be partly coud to cloudy wih Isolated rainshowors. 
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By Christian V. Esguerra 


IN THE EVENT OF A 
full-blown confronta- 
tion with President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, 

Speaker Jose de Vene- 
cia might find the most 
unlikely of allies: oppo- 
sition congressmen. 


Cagayan de Oro Rep. Rufus Ro- 
driguez yesterday said he was 
“more sympathetic” to the embat- 
tled Speaker than to the President 
in the controversy over the seem- 
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Venecia. 
ingly lame impeachment com- 
plaint fled against Ms Arroyo by 
lawyer Roel Pulido. 
Rodriguez said several other 
members of the minority bloc in 
the House of Representatives 


Vi 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo 
shared his sentiment. 

"That's because De Venecia is 
doing the right thing so far,” he 
told the INQuinen yesterday, ci 
ing the Speaker's decision to in- 
hibit himself from the decision 


to refer the Pulido complaint to 
the committee on justice. 

De Venecia had earlier said he 
would not transmit the complaint 
to the justice committee, consider- 
ing that he—not Ms Arroyo—was 
purportedly the target of Pulido's 
three-page accusations. 

“Its really an ‘impeach me’ 
case,” Rodriguez said, noting that 
the referral of the weak complaint 
to the justice committee would on- 
İy shield the President from a 
stronger complaint. 

Under the rules, the House 
can only entertain one im- 
peachment complaint in a year. 

"The minority hopes to block Ms 
Arroyo's year long immunity from 
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other suits by questioning the re- 
ferral before the Supreme Court. 

Rodriguez, a former dean of the 
San Sebastian College of Law, 
questioned the referral, saying it 
should not have been done by 
Deputy Speaker Raul del Mar. 

The group's reaction to the 
referral will be decided in a mi- 
nority caucus later this week, 
according to Rodriguez. 

In the meantime, he said the 
minority bloc was studying the 
feasibility of supporting the im- 
peachment complaint being 
readied by the United Opposi- 
tion (UNO). 

Opposition congressmen had 
been lukewarm to another im- 


P38,690,733.60 


peachment complaint against 
Ms Arroyo following two unsuc- 
cessful attempts in 2005 and 
2006. 

Rodriguez had admitted that 
at present, there was still no 
new and big issue that could be 
used as the foundation of a new 
impeachment case. 

Butif the UNO comes up with 
a second impeachment com- 
plaint, he said the opposition 
would likely seek the support of 
De Venecia to gather 80 signa- 
tures needed to automatically 
transmit it to the Senate. 

“We would need his support 
because this is a numbers 
game,” the lawmaker said, 


Palace: Lakas members loyal to President COA finds P203-M defective 
equipment in 15 hospitals 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


PRESIDENTIAL CHIEF LEGAL 
counsel Sergio Apostol, a regional 
officer of the ruling Lakas-NUCD 
party, said yesterday President 
Macapagal-Arroyo would easily 
beat House Speaker Jose de Venecia 
if a loyalty check of all their mem- 
bers were held today. 

“The bulk of Lakas members are 
still loyal to the President and will 
choose her over De Venecia if mem- 
bers are given a choice. This is the 
reason why De Venecia needs her 
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more than she needs him," said 
Apostol in a phone interview. 

Apostol said it was inevitable for 
the Lakas-NUCD members to make 
a choice between the President and 
De Venecia especially if their 
strained relations do not improve 
soon. 

Apostol said that proof of the 
Presidents broader support in 
Lakas NUCD was the healthy atten- 
dance in two meetings called by the 
President in Malacafiang—the first 
held after the Senate testimony of 
De Venecia's son, Joey, on the ZTE- 
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national broadband network probe; 
and the second, the controversial 
meeting where bags of cash were 
distributed to lawmakers. 

Apostol said that fortunately, the 
President and De Venecia were 
forced to declare a temporary cease- 
fire as both leaders have to address 
the more urgent matter of dealing 
with the Glorietta Mall blast. 

"He (De Venecia) was invited to 
attend the National Security Coun- 
cil meeting on Tuesday, and that 
means they have a truce,” said 
Apostol. 
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By Jocelyn R. Uy 


WHILE FILIPINOS COMPLAIN OF A SE- 
vere lack of health care facilities, some 
P203 million worth of defective hospital 
equipment, as well as unused and expired 
medicines, are gathering dust in at least 15 
government hospitals, according to the 
Commission on Audit. 

In its 2006 report on the Department of 
Health, government auditors blamed poor 
procurement planping and equipment 
maintenance for this sorry situation. 

COA found P196 million worth of x-rays, 
ventilators, CT scans and other vital diag- 
nostic machines and emergency equipment 
are just lying unused and “out-of-order.” Au- 
ditors noted that some of the machines had 
never been used since they were acquired. 


Expensive repair 

Among the reasons given by hospitals in 
the COA report were: Expensive repair 
costs, unavailability of spare parts in the 
market, skilled operators and technicians 
and inadequate space and power supply. 

“These only prove that procurement was 
not properly planned and there was no pre- 
ventive maintenance program that would 
have ensured that the equipment were reg- 
ularly checked and maintained in good 
working condition,” the COA said. 

Based on the report, the Bicol Regional 
Training and Teaching Hospital has the 
most number of “out-of-order” hospital 
equipment costing over P40 million. 

The report also noted that a CT scan 
worth P29.8 million, a life-saving devise for 
stroke victims, among others, has not yet 
been installed at the Batangas Regional 
Hospital since its delivery on Oct. 29, 2006. 

The Cagayan Valley Medical Genter has 
some P25.5 million worth of equipment lying 
idle in its storerooms due to the “lack of acces- 


sories and untimely repairs.” The Amang Ro- 
driguez Hospital has roughly P28 million worth 
of deficient and unused machines with 44 per- 
cent of them labeled as "defective." 


Expired medicines 

The government's premier Dr. Jose Fabel- 
la Memorial Hospital, located close to the 
Department of Health, also has about P12.4 
million worth of idle or unutilized equip- 
ment and P9.22 million defective ma- 
chines. About P2.6 million worth equip- 
ment there were deemed “not fully uti- 
lized.” 

COA also reported that some P7 million 
worth of medicines and laboratory supplies 
had either expired or remained unused in 
four hospitals in the country “wasting 
scarce government resources.” 

An inventory at the Baguio General Hos- 
pital and Medical Center disclosed that 
P1.4 million worth of medicines have ex- 
pired because of its failure to adopt the 
“first-in,first-but" policy. 

‘The Central Health Development office 
for Western Visayas accounted for P4.7 mil- 
lion of unutilized medical items, while the 
Quirino Memorial Medical Center in Metro 
Manila has P805,000 worth of “slow-mov- 
ing” medicines. 

Other hospitals with unused equipment 
or expired medicines were the Dr. Jose Ro- 
driguez Memorial Hospital and Tondo 
Medical Center in Metro Manila; Luis Hora 
Memorial Regional Hospital in the 
Cordillera; Bataan General Hospital in Cen- 
tral Luzon; Gov. Celestino Gallares Memo- 
rial Hospital and Talisay District Hospital in 
Central Visayas; the Vicente Sotto Memo: 
al Medical Center in Cebu; Northern Min- 
danao Medical Center and Mayor Hilario 
Ramiro Regional and Teaching Hospital in 
Mindanao and the Central Health Develop- 
ment office in Davao. 
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P By Nikko Dizon fined at the military hospital year He contracted the disease awardee, is among the 28 Marine insisting that he does not need hos- 

Queru m where he will undergo a com- during his tour of duty in Min- and Army Scout Ranger officers pitalization, the AFP finally al- 

DEIAINED MARINE COL. ARIEL plete medical checkup, his danao. who were charged by the military lowed Querubinis co-occused, for- 

Querubin was brought yesterday lawyer Rodrigo Artuz, said ina — "But he has (an) infection. leadership with mutiny and viola- mer Marine commandant Maj. 

rus ed to the V Luna Medical Center in phone interview. (The) doctors are trying to tions of the Articles of War for al- Gen. Renato Miranda, the highest 

‘Quezon City from Camp Capinpin In a text message, Querubin's check what caused his infec- legedly planning to withdraw sup- ranked among the officers, to be 

P in Tanay Rizal, due to fever and wife, Maria Flor said that the tion They said he is okay" Mrs. portfromthe Arroyo administradlon confined and undergo medical 

to ho s ital chills caused by an infection. colonels condition was not related Querubin said. in February last year. checkup at V Luna after suffering 
Querubin will remain con- to his bout with malaria early this Querubin, a Medal of Valor Earlier this month, after initially from dizziness and hypertension. 


anker with a 
knack for percussions 
seeks people who want 
to drum up their wealth. 


Lawrence Yu 


Manager - Greenhilis Branch 
Who 1 want to meet: 


People with a good ear for business opportunities. Businessmen 

who want their money sound and secure, People who want first-rate 
financial solutions - like having an account with no transaction fees 
when withdrawing from other banks’ ATMs and no maintaining balance 
requirements. 


Interested? Call me and let's talk. Or better yet, visit my branch at 
Connecticut Carpark, Greenhills Shopping Center, San Juan, Metro Manila. 


You can also visit any of our Citibank Savings branches. 


You'll find it doesn’t take much to experience world-class banking. 


Citibank Savings. Now in your neighborhood. 
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October - The Season to Have 
Gorgeous-Looking Skin! 


This month, Facial.Care Centre celebrates 
25 years of professional skincare. So we're 
giving a great discount on our hugely popular 
Diamond Peel! 

* Get rid of age spóts ánd blemishes 

* Reduce fine lines and wrinkles 

* Even out skin tone 

* Get a healthier complexion 

* Renew skin's elasticity and suppleness 

* Refine pores and prevent future breakouts 


For the ultimate choice in skincare, trust the 
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OPENING SOON 


STORE HOURS 
Sunday to Thursday: 10:00 am - 9:00 pm 
Friday and Saturday : 10:00 am - 10:00pm 


EDSA CORNER MINDANAO AVENUE EXTENSION 
TRINOMA, QUEZON CITY 
Telephone No. : 922-9990 connec ting all departments 
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Lawyer wants 
Ong out of 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


BLOCKED FROM JOINING THE 
Supreme Court because of questions 
on his being a natural-born Filipino, 
Sandiganbayan Justice Gregory Ong is 
now facing a legal challenge to his po- 
sition at the antigraft court. 


and to dedare that the Of- 
fice of the Solicitor General erred in refus- 
ing his earlier request to file such a petition. 

Tn his petition filed last week, Topacio 
said Ong's birth certificate states that he 
is a “Chinese” citizen, while his petition 
for admission to the 1979 bar examina- 


high cout to disqualify Ong from the 
Sandiganbayan, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


ipino citizen. 

Topacio said these documents show 
that Ong was not bom a Filipino citi 
zen—a constitutional requirement for 
those serving in the Supreme Court and 
other collegiate courts—and is therefore 
not qualified to sit in the Sandiganbayan. 

President Arroyo had chosen Ong to fill 


rå 
m 
this year The high court, however blocked it 
‘because ofthe questions on his citizenship, 
Ong maintained that he was a natural- 
bom Filipino because his father became a 
Filipino citizen before he reached the age 
of 18, and his mother was born to a Fil- 
ipino father. He has petitioned the court. 
to correct what he said was an erroneous 
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STRATEGIC MARKETİNG 


November 27 - 29, 2007 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


Marketing is not just coming up with ads and talking 
to clients. Learn the basics of innovative marketing 
planning. Segment your market, choose your target, 
and position your product. Manage market offerings 
to bulld competitive advantage. With Strategic 
Marketing, you will: 


* Understand how to operationalize strategic plans 
into marketing success 

*. Recognize and hone the competitive 
advantage of your companies and brands 

* Rationalize your target markets with sharp clarity 

* Create and maintain a strong brand presence In 
your chosen market segments 

* Position your brands more wisely 

* Craft high impact promotion and advertising 
strategies 

* Forge efficient marketing channels 

* Price your products more advantageously 


Everything you need short of a masters degree. 


This program is toilor-fif for sales directors, product and 
brand managers, business development officers, or 
even top executives who want fo enhance their 
strategic marketing skill. 


Lawyer Ferdinand Topacio has asked the 


tion shows that he is a “naturalized” Fil- 


vi Puzzled by finance? - 


PRACTICAL FINANCIAL 


MANAGEMENT 
November 27 - 29, 2007 
Makati Shangri-La Hotel 


Financial Management need not be a puzzle. Leam 
the basic concepts and know how to determine your 
company's financial health. Develop strategies for 
managing working capital and long term financing 
and synthesize them in your Integrated financial 
strategy. With Practical Financial Management, you 
wil: 


* Understand the critical role that Finance plays In the 
firm, ond how everyone In the organization can make 
a significant contribution 

Know the basic quantitative tools that are used in 
making critical financing or investing decisions 
Uncover your firm's financial performance through the 
basic interpretation and analysis of Financial 
Statements 

Discover essential techniques to manage working 
Capital as well as do profit planning 

Leam quantitative techniques on how to evaluate. 
‘and prioritize mojor company investments or projects 
Know how your company can obtain financing 
through Debt, Equity, or other altematives, 

Leam techniques to determine the value of thelr 
‘company or business 


Acquire that financial edge. 


This program is for executives, managers, business owners, 
and other professionals who want to understand and take 
an active role in the financial activities of their firm, 


in a vacancy in the Supreme Court earlier 


entry in his birth certificate. 


Are you tired of getting 
shortchanged all the 


time? 


NEGOTIATING SUCCESSFULLY 


December 4-6, 2007 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


You can't always get everything you want, but you 
can make sure you get what you need and more 
through skilful negotiation. Size up your opponents 
and plan accordingly. Learn how fo analyze 
concessions and evaluate risks while negotiating. 
Close the deal with the best possible outcome for 
your group. With Negotiating Successfully you will: 
* Optimize your negotiating skills 
* Arm yourself with complete information to avoid 
unpleasant surprises 
* Go to the negotiation table prepared for the 
unexpected 
* Give and fake concessions without losing 
ground 
Discover the tools that increase your power as a 
negotiator 
* Manage the situation when negotiating as a 
team 
* Use negotiations as a means by which to 
develop lasting relationships with your 
counterpart 
* Detect hidden pressures and be able to protect 
yourself against them 


Never get shortchanged again. 


This program is for sales and marketing people or 
even other members of your organization who want 
to develop their negotiating skils. 


For inquiries and reservations call 
Aris, Caroline, Diane, LJ, or Tessa at 
892-7559, 894-0445, or 892-7041 or visit 
www.guthrle-jensen.com 
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Teodoro urges PMA cadets to respect human rights 


FORT DEL PILAR—DEFENSE 
chief Gilberto Teodoro Jr. urged 
the Philippine Military Acade- 
my (PMA) Cadet Corps to up- 
hold and respect human rights 
once they step out in the field 


and begin their duties as mili- 
tary officers of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines (AFP). 

"Teodoro, a lawyer by profession, 
also pointed out that new legal 
norms and rules have restricted the 


way the AFP addresses the “tactics” 
of the enemies of the state. 

"Today, we are at the challenge. 
whereby we increase our risks be- 
cause of the increasingly asym- 
metrical tactics and forms of war- 
fare employed by the enemies of 
the state, Teodoro said in his 
keynote speech at the PMAs 
109th foundation day. 

Å — "The armed forces and the po- 
lice, for that matter are con- 
strained by stricter legal norms, 


legal rules and regulations which 
constrain the methods and the 
manner by which we conduct our 
operations," he said. 

Waxing poetic, Teodoro told 
the cadet corps that "the academy 
is not merely an institution of ed- 
cation oran institution for build- 
ing up a professional career but a 
place where values, where 
morals, and where skills are in- 
grained through a unique training. 
Concept not merely into the 
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“Safe Water for 


minds, not merely the hearts, but 
the souls of each and everyone 
who passes through its portals.” 

“Thus you have the three 
words—courage, integrity, and 
Joyalty—drilled into you when you 
start and continue to flow through 
your veins with your blood as you 
come out,” Teodoro said. 

‘The military has been accused 
of human rights violations, partic- 
ularly extrajudicial killings and 
enforced disappearances, under 


the Arroyo administration. 

But the AFP has consistently 
denied having a hand in the cas- 
es, which have prompted a 
United Nations special rappor- 
teur to conduct an investigation 
in the country early this year. 

"I must stress once again to- 
gether with the whole armed 
forces the need to respect and to 
understand the concept of uphold- 
ing human rights and human dig- 
nity” Teodoro said. Nikko Dizon 
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on the factory installed electrical system 

(ballast ignitor. capacitor. lamp socket 
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operating condition. 

Call us for FREE Technical Advice and Estimate: 

Gite Grand Commercial, Inc. 

82-84 5th Avenue cor. J. Teodoro St., Kalookan City 
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ment officials. permits,” she added. Computer subjects integrated in all courses 

The FFCCCII will 
also give recom- 
mendations on how 
to improve systems 
and procedures car- 0... 
ried out by gövern- 
ment agencies in 
dealing with busi- 
nessmen. 

The MOA aims to 
curb corruption in 
the country’s busi- 
Tess sector, according 
to Ombudsman Mer- 
ceditas Gutierrez. 

She expressed 
hope that the move 
would help eradicate 
red tape and reduce, 
if not totally wipe out, 
‘opportunities for cor- 
ruption in the busi- 


CA orders 
tax trial 
resumed. 


THE COURT OF AP- 
peals has directed the 
Pasig Regional Trial 
Court to resume its 
hearing on the validi- 
ty of the Rizal provin- 
cial — government's 
tourism tax which 
fast-food giant Jol- 
libee Foods Corp. and 
its franchisees had 
contested. 

The appellate. 
court directed the 
Pasig RTC to receive 
evidence about the 
validity of the Rizal 
Government's 
Provincial Ordinance 
98-01 that levies a 
one-percent tourism 
tax on the gross in- 
come of all resorts as 
well as on the gross 
sales of hotels, 
restaurants, night- 
clubs, discos, beer 
houses and similar 
establishments, 

The Pasig RTC 
earlier declared the 
said ordinance null 
and void, ruling in 
favor of Jollibee and 
its franchisees Lyns 
Foods Services Inc. 
and Jabelle Food 
Services Inc. 

* The corporations 

had protested the tax 

assessments on them H H . 

Which totaled over P2 imagine a Samsung music phone 
million combined, 


ånd had sought ti f f making this dream girl come true 


op ie renee Å Win tickets to see Beyoncé perform ive in Fort Bonifacio Open Field on 
the collection of Å 1 November 7, 2007. Buy any Samsung phone worth P8,000 and above for a 
1” chance to win concert tickets for 2, one of 20 Samsung F300s, or Beyoncé CDs. 
Jollibee — Foods Promo period is from October 9 to October 28, 2007 only. So hurry and go to 
was assessed P1.366 Sod your nearest Samsung dealer now. See posters for more details. With Samsung, 
million for the years Usoo — U700 its not that hard to imagine. (aeneus 
2000 to 2002, Lyns 
Food Services was trang wii 
assessed P375,018 Philippines Corperticn Grund Fox, Bonaera Pius, Ogos Nova, rossi Ban Jian, Meo Marta with o poner nk 
for 2002, while Ja- sessc Corre cos TOLL FREE 1-800-1 Avalon n 308; 
belle Food Services ` ree io. 
was assessed 
P447,160 for 2002, 
The province of 
Rizal contested the Another live concert with 


Pasig RTC's decision Per DI-NCR Perret No. 4966 Serios of 2007. 
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UNITED KOREAN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION IN THE PHILIPPINES 


NOTICE 


The Bureau of Immigration (BI) 
hereby gives notice to all 
undocumented, illegal or 
overstaying foreign nationals 
sojourning the country in violation of 
the Philippine Immigration Act of 
1940, as amended, to update their 
temporary visitors visa and/or 
authorized stay, with the appropriate 
office of the Bureau to avoid arrest. 
detention, and/or immediate 
deportation to your respective 
country of origin. 


Notice is likewise given to all 
foreign nationals who are not 
properly documented, those who are 
working without the necessary permit 
and/or visa to avoid prosecution and 
immediate deportation to your 
respective country of origin. 


The Bureau of Immigration 
welcomes all foreigners to the 
country and is ready to assist in all 
their immigration needs. 


MARCELINO C. LIBANAN 
Commissioner 


[For Koreans] 


We would like to help you! 
Please visit or contact us via several ways 
what you feel free for more inquiry! 


[The United Korean Association in the 
Philippines] 

Suite 1104, Antel Corporate Centre, 121 
Valero St, Salcedo Village, Makati city, 
Philippines 1227 


Tel : +63-2-886-4848 / 4898 

Fax: +63-2-886-7997 

E-mail : info@korca.com.ph / 
master&korea.com.ph / 
john_phil@naver.com 

Website: www.korea.com.ph 
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Briton leaves career 
to save RP children 


From page Al Her transformation and zeal 


worried friends, and alienated 
left to beg on the streets and some who chided her for throw- 
homeless families lived in card- ing away a career she had 
board boxes in cemeteries. worked hard to build. 
Walker eventually quit her 
Symbol of poverty publishing 46 avl mål ön 
Covering a sprawling bayside three others to save more mon- 
area near Tondo District, ey 
Smokey Mountain was an em- Her personal life took a tu- 
barrassing symbol of the crush- multuous turn after her partner 
ing poverty and social inequali- left her following the birth of 
ties that still exist in the Philip- their son. As her savings dwin- 
pines. dled, Walker packed her bags 

Smoke from accumulated and relocated to Manila to be 
methane gas regularly wafts closer to what she called her 
from the site, covering parts of “other children.” 

Manila in soot. i z 

Much of the site has now Time to give back 
been transformed into low-cost “Ihad enough of the fast cars, 
tenement housing for the poor. the night life. I had it all. I had 
But clusters of families still taken so much in life that it was 
squat on its fringes, and a large time to give back,” Walker says, 
portion remains a permanent adding that she had always felt 
open dump for thousands of an “emptiness” despite her suc- 
tons of daily refuse. cess. 

Three years after Walkers Her foundation converted an 
first visit, another dump in Que- old government warehouse 
zon City’s northern Payatas Dis- near Smokey Mountain into a 
trict—ironically called the school offering basic elemen- 
“Promised Land”—triggered an tary education to children of 
avalanche that buried alive an garbage pickers, as well as vo- 
estimated 200 garbage pickers. cational training for their par- 

“I was taking a taxi ride and ents. 
we stumbled in this squatter Running the program has not 
area. I was shocked to find peo- been easy—the monsoon rains 
ple living in such dire condi- bring foul smelling floods, 
tions and I knew I had to do while volunteers try to protect 
something,” Walker — tells the food from marauding rats. 
Agence France-Presse as she Mercifully, volunteers are not 
walks barefoot in the dump, in short supply and Walker's vi- 
having given her boots to an el- sion has spread to the point that 
derly man with sores on his the foundation now employs 
feet. dozens of teachers and health 

Ar workers. It has also been at- 
Haunting images tracting a lot of attention from 
“Isaw the children, there was potential donors. 

a void where a smile should “She is an angel around 
have been, emptiness in their here," says senior teacher File- 
eyes,” she said. "I had a garden mon Jubta, who left a govern- 
shed back home which was a ment-run school to help out. 

mansion compared to where He said about 500 children 
these people were livingin.” are currently enrolled in the 

With the images she saw school. Books and supplies are 
haunting her, Walker returned free, but they have to make do 
to Britain and set up the Philip- with near spartan accommoda- 
pine Christian Foundation. i 


JANE Walker treads on the Smokey Mountain dump to reach out to 
children working as scavengers. an 


Homework, exams 


From page Al his child to outperform peers,” 
the vice education minister said. 
increasingly competitive sc The education ministry 
ety, a vice education minister vvould cut the difficulty of the 
said. textbooks, slash homework, 

Chinese pupils were suffering make classes more interesting 
from poor eyesight in increas- and limit the number of tests, 
ing numbers and at a younger Yuan said. 
age, Vice Education Minister Another problem the govern- 
Yuan Guiren told reporters on ment had to tackle was the edi 
the sidelines of the ruling Com- cation of 13 million rural chil- 
munist Partys 17th National dren who swarmed into the 
Congress, which closed yester- cities with their parents working 
day. as migrant workers, Yuan said. 

Tiring homework and mount- More than 100 million peas- 
ing exam pressure were to ants across the country migrate 
blame, Yuan said. to the booming cities every year 

"The primary reason is the for manual labor and 
traditional East Asian culture in small-time businesses. 
which all parents want their But policy hurdles for them to 
kids to become dragons and settle in the cities abound, in- 
phoenixes,” Yuan said. “Too cluding those that prevent their 
much emphasis is placed on children from receiving a good 
diplomas and exam scores.” education. 

‘That was exacerbated by the An estimated 23 million 
fact China was a developing na- “left-behind children” of migrant 
tion with 1.3 billion people and workers stay in the countryside. 
its one-child policy, Yuan said. The government has ordered 

urban public schools to open u) 
Slash homework to the 738 million “migrant 

"The competition in employ- children" of school age, Yuan 
ment is fierce and that pressure said, adding private schools 
has been cascaded back to were also allowed to accommo- 
schools ... every parent expects datesomeofthem. Reuters 
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THE DEPARTMENT 
of Labor and Em- 
ployment — (Dole) 
has set up quick re- 
action teams (QRTS) 
in its national and 
regional offices to 
provide help to dis- 
placed workers un- 
der an expanded as- 
sistance program, 

Labor Secretary 
Arturo Brion said 
the ORTs would set 
up an early warning 
system with compa- 
nies and community 
leaders to monitor 
worker displace- 
ment occurrences. 

The teams would 
then — immediately 
conduct profiling of 
the displaced work- 
ers to determine the 
type of assistance that 
would be provided to 
them, Brion said.. 

“Assistance — shall 
include job search 
services, local and 
overseas employ- 
ment facilitation, and 
provision of İiveli- 
hood loans and skills 
training as well as 
training programs for 
specialized skills to 
displaced — workers 
who opt to put up 
businesses or find 
new employment in 
key industries" the 
Dole secretary said in 
a statement. 

Brion said that at 
the company or en 
terprise level, the 
QRIS have been 
tasked to assist dis- 
messed finns in the 
form of training and 
learing sessions fo- 
cusing on developing 
an internal adjust- 
ment plan detailing 
alternatives to worker 
dismissals or lay-offs. 

“İn case displace- 
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Displaced vorkers to get help 


mentis inevitable, the 
QRTs shall help af- 
fected firms and com- 
munities develop a 
displacement plan on 
strategies and options 
aimed at helping 
workers cope with 
impending displace- 
ment,” Brion said, 
adding that the op- 
tions include training, 
enterprise creation, 
early retirement and 
financial incentives. 
Brion said the Dole 
adjustment measures 
program — (AMP) 
would be implement- 
ed nationwide to as- 
sist threatened or dis- 
placed workers due 
to rightsizing, redun- 
dancy import compe- 
tition, introduction of 
technological change 
and labor-saving de- 
vices and other eco- 
nomic reasons direct- 
ly or indirectly 
caused by trade liber- 
alization; at risk com- 


panies particularly that provides a pack- 
those which desire to age of assistance and 
implement responsi- other forms of inter- 
ble workforce re- ventions as a means 
structuring; and com- of helping workers 
munities with large- and companies cope 
scale displacement of with economic and 
thelocal workforce. social disruptions,” 

“The Dole-AMP is Brion explained. 
a safety net program. Margaux C. Ortiz 
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More Filipino nurses 
seeking jobs in the US 


THE NUMBER OF FILIPINO 
nurses seeking work in the Unit- 
ed States from January to 
September this year has dra- 
matically increased by almost 
50 percent, according to the 
Trade Union Congress of the 
Philippines (TUCP). 

Alex Aguilar, TUCP spokesper- 
son, said that 15,083 Philippine- 
educated nurses had taken the eli- 
gibility test of the US National 
Council of State Boards of Nurs- 
ing Inc. (NCSBN). 

This represents an increase of 
4,793 (or 47 percent) compared to 
the 10,290 Filipino nurses who took 
the NCLEX (not including repeaters) 
in the same nine-month period in 
2006, according to Aguilar 

Citing NCSBN statistics, 
Aguilar said those who took the 
NCLEX in the first nine months of 
this year just about matched the 
15171 Filipino numes who 
braved the examination for the 
whole of 2006. 

The NCLEX, or National Coun- 
cil Licensure Examination, is dhe 
final step in the nurse eligibility 
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process in the United States—the 
equivalent of: the Philippines’ 
nursing licensure test. 

According to Aguilar the 
Philippines still led the five coun 
tries with the greatest number of 
non-US nationals who took the 
NCLEX for the first time from Jan- 
uary to September. India came in 
second with 4,071 examinees, 
followed by South Korea with 
1,440, Canada with 682 and Cu- 
ba with 525. 

The NCSBN has allowed Fil. 
ipino nurses aspiring to work in 
America to take the NCLEX in 
Manila following the installation 
of a new international test center 
in Makati City two months ago. 

Previously Filipino nurses had 
to travel overseas just to take the 
NCLEX in test centers elsewhere in 
Asia and the Pacific. This created 
accompanying disadvantages and 
pressures, foremost of which was 
financial. Partly owing to these 
past difficulties, historically, only 
about half of the Filipino nurses 
passed the test the first time they 
took it. Cynthia D. Balana 


S ‘Lakbay 
Alalay’ 
revived 


THE DEPARTMENT 
of Public Works and 
Highways (DPWH) 
has activated its 
“Lakbay Alalay" 
program to assist 
motorists — during 
next week's long va- 
cation in obser- 
vance of All Saints’ 
Day, 

DPWH Secretary 
Hermogenes Ebdane 
Jr has ordered all re- 
gional directors to 
ensure the safety of 
motorists and vaca- 
tioners through the 
program, 

"The DPWH Lak- 
bay Alalay Program 
involves the deploy- 
ment of composite 
teams comprised of 
DPWH personnel and 
mechanics who will 
respond to road 
emergency situa- 
tions,” Ebdane said in 
astatement. 

The composite 
teams will be com 
plemented by the 
government agency’s 
equipment and ser 
vice vehicles which 
can be utilized as tow 
trucks, he said. 

Ebdane alo in- 
structed regional di- 
rectors and district 
engineers to submit 
their respective lists 
of assigned personnel 
as members of the 
composite teams, in- 
cluding their contact 
numbers and the lo- 
cations of Lakbay 
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Alalay stations along 
the country’s national 


highways. 

He said the DPWH 
“Lakbay Alalay” pro- 
gram would take ef- 
fect at 6 a.m. on Oct. 
31, 2007 until 12 
noon of Nov. 4, 2007. 

Margaux C. Ortiz 
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Bombing takes heat 
off cash gift scandal 


From page Al of beneficiaries had admitted re- 
ceiving the gifts without knowing 
the source of the fund and pur- 
pose of the munificence. 

By the weekend, there were 
signs that the scandal was 
rapidly developing into a crisis 
worse than the 2005 Garcillano 
tapes bombshell that pushed 
the Arroyo administration to 
the brink of collapse. 

The Catholic bishops’ hierar- 
chy condemned the payoffs. The 
Makati Business Club and the 
Philippine Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry, Ms Arroyo's 
key allies in the business com- 
munity, called on her to come 
clean on the payoffs. Rumors 
were rife of imminent Cabinet 
resignations, as well as talk of 
"mutiny" in the military camps. 


the abstract concept of a "cul- 
ture of impunity” a finding that 
didn't produce warm bodies for 
criminal prosecution, although 
right-wing officers in the securi- 
ty forces were implicated. The 
report has since hit a dead end. 
No one has been taken to court 
to account for the murders. 
Initial investigations of the 
Makati bombing have uncovered. 
what pass for hard evi- 
dence—traces of RDX, a highly 
explosive element of C4, which 
police bomb experts claim are 
ordnance components, suggest- 
ing that the explosives presum- 
ably originated from the military. 


Ominous implications 

This presumption was quick- 
ly contradicted by Executive 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita, a 
former general, saying it was 
premature to say the C4-type 
bomb was used in the attack, 
Linking the army has ominous 
political implications, with the 
blast coming in the midst of re- 
ports of unrest in the barracks 
in the wake of the scandal over 
the cash gifts. 

The suggestion of the labora- 
tory tests on the blast fragments 
seems to be that rogue soldiers 
may have been behind a plot to 
sow violence and chaos as a 
condition for the military to in- 
tervene to maintain public or- 
der and safety or to show up the 
impotence of civilian authority 
to discharge its responsibility to 
protect human rights of citizens 
regardless of political beliefs. 

This scenario is the chilling 
message sent by the bombing to 
the civilian government that 
had been jumping from one eri- 
sisto the next, involving alleged 
rigging of the 2004 election re- 
sults, and corruption, the most 
recent of which was the use of 
funds at the disposal of Mala- 
cafiang, whether taken from 
public or private coffers. 

‘An alternative theory in the 
investigation into the Makati 
bombing is that it was acciden- 
tally set off by incendiary mate- 
rial inside the building, 


Momentum of backlash 

In fact, Ms Arroyo had planned 
to issue a public statement by the 
weekend. This was overtaken by 
events when the Makati bomb ex- 
ploded, knocking off the cash dis- 
tribution scandal from the news- 
paper headlines and halting the 
momentum of the backlash of the 
rising outrage over the hand-outs. 

The bombing put the Presi- 
dent back into the driver’s seat 
to control the agenda casting 
her in the role of a guarantor of 
public order and safety. Disas- 
ters, whether manmade or from 
natural causes, invariably play 
into the hands of beleaguered 
political leadership. 


French-style refocusing 

The power of media exposure 
of crisis events to refocus the 
public agenda was highlighted 
on Thursday, a day before the 
‘Makati blast, when French Presi- 
dent Nicolas Sarkozy announced 
his divorce from his glamorous 
and elegant wife, Cecilia 

The announcement was 
made in the midst of a strike of 
transport, gas and electricity 
unions in protest against 
Sarkozy's reform that reduced 
public sector pensions. The 
strike paralyzed Paris, cutting 
off electricity even to Sarkozy's 
private residence at Versailles. 

‘The French media have been 
ona feeding frenzy for weeks on 
the speculations of the immi- 
nent split. The story had domi- 
nated the media for weeks, over- 
shadowing the transport strike. 


Cash distribution scandal 

Whatever the cause of the 
blast and who are responsible, 
the obvious immediate impact 
is that it has taken the heat off 
the President over the cash dis- 
tribution scandal. The bomb ex- 
ploded when the momentum of 
public outrage over the scandal 
was building up. 

Since the scandal erupted 
more than a week ago, the Presi- 
dent was paralyzed from mount- 
ing a credible explanation for the 
cash payoffs after an avalanche 


All about timing 
The opposition Socialist Par- 
ty suggested that Sarkozy timed 
the announcement to coincide 
with the strike, perhapsin an at- 
tempt to mute its news impact. 
Even the left-wing Liberation 
could not ignore the story. It apol- 
ogized to its readers that it felt 
compelled to report the news of 
the divorce although 


the paper “respects 
French tradition, 
This tradition, ac. 
cording to Canada’s 
National Post, shield- 
ed former presidents 
like Jacques Chirac 
and Francois Mitter- 
rand, who had the 
same lover at differ- 
ent times, 

Radio France In- 
ternationales Loic 
Hervouet explained 
the dynamic: 
"French journalists, 
unlike Anglo-Saxon 
Journalists, believe 
that full disclosure is 
not desirable. Such 
information is con- 
sidered pure fluff.” 

In Portugal on Fri- 
day for a meeting of 
the European Union, 
Sarkozy tardy told 
reporters, when 
questions — were 
asked about his di- 
vorce during a press 
conference: "I was 


raat te initia Å 


elected by the French 


Your pen. 


Distributed by 
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to find solutions for 
their problems, not 
to comment on my 
private life." 

The Makati bomb- 
ing is a compelling 
read. It has shifted 
the headlines from 
the cash distribution 
scandal, However, it 
has not killed the 
clamor for a full ex- 
planation. The clam- 
or has taken a life of 
i its own. 
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RP’s mangrove cover slowly recovering 


By T] Burgonio 


THERES NEW EVIDENCE THAT THE 
country’s mangrove cover has slowly 
grown to nearly 60 percent of its original 
state in the 1900s. 

Satellite pictures from the National Map- 
ping and Resource Information Authority 
(Namria) indicated that the cover has 
reached 289,890 hectares, according to the 
Coastal and Marine Management Office 
(CMMO). 

"We have 289,890 hectares, and we're 
trying to validate this figure on the ground 
whether this is true or not," CMMO execu- 
tive director Florendo Barangan said in a 
recent briefing. The CMMO is under the De- 
partment of Environment and Natural Re- 
Sources. 

If confirmed, the increasing cover could 


cording to Theresa Mundita Lim of the Pro- 
tected Areas and Wildlife Bureau (PAWB). 

Alarmed by their denudation, conserva- 
tion groups sought protection of man- 
groves through the passage of new rules 
and regulations, including setting up watch 
stations in swamps. 

Barangan also said that CMMO has in- 
cluded several cities and municipalities in 
its $61-million Integrated Coastal Resource 
Management (ICRM), which seeks to pro- 
tect coastal resources in the country. 

The project provides community based 
approaches to the sustainable development 
and management of mangroves, sea grass 
bed, coral reefs and other coastal re- 
sources. 

According to Perry Alifio, chair of the Ma- 
rine Protected Areas Support Network 
(MSN), the country's rich marine resource 


was under "serious threat" because of the 
dwindling mangrove cover, and the de- 
struction of coral reefs and seabed grass. 

MSN and the Coastal Zone Philippines 
are holding a summit on sustainable financ- 
ing and marine protected areas on Oct. 27 
and 28 in Iloilo City to draw up an action 
plan that will plug the gaps in MPA man- 
agement such as weak governance and 
poor compliance of stakeholders. 


cire. 
roves standing at the mouth of the 
Seen CAEI ec 
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Pampanga River. 


be attributed to a 
host of non-govern- 
mental organiza- 
tions who raised 
public awareness on 
the need to protect 
mangrove forests, 
Barangan said. 

The country’s 
mangrove cover 
was a robust 
500,000 ha in the 
1900s, but this 
dwindled to 
112,000 ha in 1998 
from over-exploita- 
tion, conversion of 
areas to other uses 
and logging of wa- 
tersheds, according 
to studies. 

Most mangroves 
were cut for their 
timber, or were con- 
verted into shrimp 
ponds or fish farms. 
Their disappearance 
became noticeable in 
the 1970s. This re- 
sulted in the deterio- 
ration of sea grass 
and coral reef ecosys- 
tems, studies said. 

Only 4 percent of 
the 27,000 sq km of 
the country’s coral 
reefs are in excel- 
lent condition, ac- 
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Monday, October 22, 2007 
29th Week in Ordinary Time 

Ist Reading: Rom 4:20-25 
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‘Someone in the crowd spoke to Jesus, “Master, tell my brother to 
share with me the family inheritance.” He replied, "My friend, who has 
appointed me as your judge or your attorney?” Then Jesus said to the 
people, “Be on your guard and avoid every kind of greed, for even 
though you have many possessions, itis not that which gives you life.” 

‘And Jesus continued with this story, "There was a rich man and his land 
had produced a good harvest. He thought: ‘What shall I do? For I am short 
of room to store my harvest" So this is what he planned: ' will pull down 
my barns and build bigger ones to store all this grain, which is my wealth. 
Then I may say to myself: My friend, you have a lot of good things put by for 
many years. Rest, eat, drink and enjoy yourself? But God said to him: You 
fool! This very night your life will be taken from you: tel me who shall get 
all you have put aside?" This is the lot of the one who stores up riches in- 
stead of amassing for God” 
‘Commentary 

Are we faithful? Do we believe in Jesus risen from the dead and do we stake 
our life on that reality? Are we no longer far from God but have been drawn 
near to God in Jesus? Do our actions reveal our faith or do they contradict our 
words of being believers? Jesus is asked to intervene in a family dispute over in- 
heritance. One asks Jesus to convince the other to give him what he thinks is his 
(this we do all the time—wanting God to move on our account, against others 
in our family, work, nation, church even). But Jesus won't be cought in such a 
useless endeavor that belies the larger issues. He tells the story of a man who is 
about to die and all he can think ofis what he is going to do with all his money 
since he is doing so well Are we fools, making plans without thought of God 
‘and what is demanded of us, here and now, lt alone as a final accounting? 
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Steel ourselves 


"HE COMPOSITE PHOTO CARRIED ON YESTER- 

| day's front page reveals the horror at the heart of 

Glorietta mall. The three-story lobby of Glorietta 2 

looks like a war zone: a surreal crater where the center of 

the ground floor should be, a ripped roof exposing the 

mad tangle of wires and store merchandise and twisted 

pipes to the elements. 

‘Whoever set off the explosion last 

EDITORIAL Friday had serious mayhem in mind; 

the attack was not meant to scare, but 
to kill, and to kill as many as possible. 

‘The fact that the image was “digitally stitched,” as the 
photo caption phrased it, is itself testimony to the un- 
precedented scale of the attack. The damage was so ex- 
tensive photographers needed to weave different photos 
into one, simply to produce an image that can help the 
human eye make sense of the havoc. 

We do not have official confirmation, as yet, that the at- 
tack was an act of terrorism, but what else could it be? Of 
the many malls in Metro Manila, Glorietta is not the 
newest or the tallest or the most popular or the most 
crowded; in fact, its main source of vulnerability is shared 
by a handful of other malls. It is based in Makati City, the 
country's central business district. 

This is the same reason the coup plotters of 2003 seized 
the Oakwood tower (part, not coincidentally, of the entire 
Glorietta complex). An attack on it sends the message, to 
the entire world, that the country’s financial capital is 
hostage to circumstance. 

‘Thus, the sense of disorientation many Filipinos feel to- 
day comes not only from the magnitude of the tragedy or 
the number of victims it has claimed, but also from the 
symbolic nature of the target of opportunity: true inno- 
cents, in the center of Makati. If it can happen there, 
many of us think, it can happen anywhere. 

‘Ata time like this, we need to steel ourselves, not only 
against the possibility of similar attacks, but also against 
the temptation to panic. Emmanuel Pelaez's plaintive 
question after an assassination attempt almost killed him 
during the dark days of the Marcos dictatorship is back on 
many lips: “What is happening to our country, General?” 
The lack of certainty and, worse, the lack of public trust in 
some of the country’s most important institutions can suck 
the less resolute among us down into a spiral of despair. 

We must not allow that to happen. We need to remind 
ourselves that, terrible as the Glorietta tragedy undoubt- 
edly was, many institutions in our society responded ef- 
fectively in its aftermath. 

By and large, the police authorities did the right thing, 
sending emergency units and cordoning off the scene. 
The Philippine National Red Cross set up an on-site emer- 
gency center immediately, helped treat the wounded, 
kept vigil while the search for more survivors—or more 
victims—continued. The management of Glorietta mall 
put in place an information-sharing protocol and, more 
important, pledged to underwrite all medical and related 
expenses of all victims, both the dead and the injured. 
The media redirected resources to cover both the after- 
math of the blast and the start of the investigation into its 
catise. The staff of the three hospitals deluged by a sud- 
den flood of bloodied patients coped admirably, buoyed 
by the adrenalin of doing necessary work. 

Not least, ordinary citizens displayed presence of mind. 
A surprising number of eyewitnesses posted narratives or 
pictures online; messages seeking and sending reassur- 
ances surged through the country’s telcos. Anecdotes 
about surviving the chaos inside the mall after the explo- 
sive went off made the rounds. 

Ofall the attempts to stave off a sense of panic, howev- 
er, perhaps the most resonant took place the day after the 
tragedy, when people trooped back to the rest of the Glo- 
rietta mall. Normaley, with due vigilance, is the bane of 
terrorists; it is the antidote to terrorism. 

And the President? President Macapagal-Arroyo must 
surely have realized that, precisely because of this damn- 
ing lack of trust, she and her administration immediately 
became a suspect. And yet despite that she visited the 
wounded, vowed to protect the nation against terrorists, 
offered a P2-million reward for information. In this mat- 
ter, she did the right thing. 

We need, the country needs, to get to the bottom of this 
act of abomination. We can do that if we keep our heads 
about us, resolve not to rush to judgment, become more 
vigilant—and reclaim the normal course of our lives. 
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A MESSAGE FROM AN ALLEGED RAJAH SO- 
laiman Movement has been received, claiming 
responsibility for the Glorietta bombing. The 
message may or may not be genuine. It is so 
easy for anyone, including a member of the 
Armed Forces ofthe Philippines, to send such a 
message. There are the skeptics who say that it 
is another moro-moro, recalling the fake am- 
bush of Defense Secretary Juan Ponce Enrile 
and other forms of violence during the Marcos 
regime to justify the imposition of martial law. 
President Macapagal-Arroyo has not only 
learned from Marcos but has even exceeded 
his tactics, corruption and human rights abus- 
es, Marcos now looks like an angel compared 
toGMA. 

But assuming that the Rajah Solaiman 
Movement and its claim are genuine, the 
bombing could not have come at a better time 
for GMA. It diverted attention from the bribe- 
giving, er, gift-giving, in Malacafiang. The 
bombing is now the biggest story in the news- 
papers and broadcast news, and itwill beso for 
the next several days at least. It eclipsed the 
bribery at the Palace that has threatened to 
bring down the House of GMA. 

If she or some of her supporters had pan- 
icked and agreed to the bombing to save her 
throne, it is easy to understand. İt may be 
brazen and merciless—for it sacrificed many 
lives—butit is a masterstroke, 

‘The person who thought of it deserves a big 
reward from GMA, and the lethal injection if 
heor she is caught. 

GMA's administration has been one long series 
of crisis after crisis, the new one always more se- 
rious than the last, and she cannot be blamed if 
she panics. Life for GMA must be hell, knowing 
that she is the most unpopular president the 
Philippines ever had, and that her enemies are 
plotting to oust her legally or, worse, by extra-le- 
gal means. She most likely cannot sleep nights 
‘worrying, Those bags under her eyes are an indi- 
cation of that. It would be unkind to wish what 
she is undergoing on your worst enemy. 

‘And yet GMA herself can stop all that, save 


Oh, no, 


THE BOMB BLAST IN GLORIETTA LAST FRI- 
day brought a scene back to my mind, It was 
something from 35 years ago. 

It happened on a Tuesday instead of a Friday. 
It was early evening, and most of the stores in 
Carriedo, then the seat of upscale shopping, had 
just closed for the day. People were rushing by, 
looking for a ride home. Then suddenly, Joe's 
Department Store, one of the more prominent 
places there, let out a roar followed by debris 
flying in all directions. A woman who was 
standing in front of the store had her face torn 
off. She died on the spot. Some 41 other people 
were wounded and brought to various hospi- 
tals. The bomb blast—which it was—left a gap- 
ing hole where a door used to be. 

‘Juan Ponce Enrile, Ferdinand Marcos’ chief 
aide, was quick to blame the NPA for the bomb 
blast, by far the fiercest in a series of bombings 
that had been terrorizing the capital. Mayor Ra- 
mon Bagatsing echoed the charge. Unfortu- 
nately for them, the homicide division chief of 
the Metropolitan Police, Felicisimo Lazaro, took 
his job seriously, His sleuthing led to the un- 
masking of one Mario Gabuten, a sergeant as- 
signed to the Firearms and Explosives Unit of 
Camp Crame. But before Lazaro could present 
him to the press, the PC "borrowed" him, and 
nothing more was heard from—or of—him. 

Less than three weeks later, Marcos declared 
martial law. 

Who bombed Glorietta last Friday? Well, 
there have been precedents attributed to people 
thrown under the grab bag of “al-Qaida links,” 
‘The bombings have gone largely unclaimed, the 
terrorists not particularly caring about the pro- 
paganda value to be squeezed from them, other 
perhaps than tlie one of demonstrating they 
have enough clout to wreak them with impuni- 
ty: Are they likely to have wrought the crime 
again with a view to sowing chaos, the usual ex- 
planation authorities submit when they are at a 
lossto explain anything? 

There's the rub. 

Itis possible, but other things are possible as 


well. Given the state we're in, which is not un: 
öl s 
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herself from all the worry and aggravation, 
from the torture of an impeachment to the 
danger of a coup. All she has to do is write two 
words on a piece of paper: "I resign" and sud- 
denly like a miracle, all her troubles would be 
lifted from her shoulders, she would again be 
able to sleep soundly at night, and be sure that 
nobody is plotting her downfall anymore. 

‘And curiously the anger and abhorrence that 
people feel for her now will suddenly turn to ad- 
miration and kindness if she steps down. In- 
stead of going down in history as a tyrant and 
abuser of human rights, she would instead be 
remembered and respected as a stateswoman. 
A monument may even be erected in her honor. 
In time, she would be regarded as a heroine. 
Many heads of state and government have re- 
signed before and they are now remembered by 
their countrymen as great men and women be- 
cause they knew when it was time to go. 

What a nice way to retire, being remem- 
bered as a great man or woman, unlike the way 
Marcos went, chased out of his country by his 
own countrymen. It is clear which way a per- 
son in his right mind would choose to go. So 
why is GMA not choosing the right way? 

‘There is one sin that is preventing her from 
going quietly: Pride, 

After the grief and the anger over the 
bombing die down and we focus again on 
the bribery at the Palace, we will see more 
clearly how low the leaders of the present 
administration look at Malacafiang, the seat 
of power and the home and symbol of the 
presidency. Imagine, giving bribes right in 
the presidential palace, the home of the 
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like the days before martial law 35 years ago, 
and given the capability of the GMA regime to 
tell the truth, which like Marcos’ is non-exis- 
tent, questions will abound in the public mind. 
Chief of them is motive, Who has the most to 
gain from bombing a mall owned by the Ayalas 
in Jejomar Binay's favorite city? Or, a variation 
on the theme, why did the bombing happen at 
the very time it did? 

Of course terrorists, like God, work in mys- 
terious ways, and it is not always easy to fath- 
om their logic. But for all their battiness, they 
are not known to want to extend a helping 
hand to the enemy. The bombing's first, and 
probably only, beneficiary is the GMA regime. 
Surely even the local “al-Qaida links” have dis- 
‘covered Napoleon's principle of never interfer- 
ing when your enemies are busy killing them- 
selves? Surely it could not have escaped their 
notice that their chief enemy is fighting for her 
life in light of one scandal after another, each 
‘one worse than the one before? The only logic 
that fuels the al-Qaida theory is that the al-Qai- 
da really finds GMA an ally rather than an ene- 
my, and wants to prop her up because she is 
their best recruiter in the way that Marcos was 
the best recruiter for the NPA. 

‘That is all the bombing does: it helps GMA. 
At the very least, she can—and will if her calls 
for peace and unity in light of the atrocity are 
anything to go by—divert attention away from 
the crisis of credibility, quite apart from legiti- 
macy, engulfing her today. The latest blast, fig- 
uratively speaking of course, coming from Ed 
Panlilio who exposed Malacafiang’s effort to 
bribe him with half million pesos. At the very 
most, she can use i to go astride a white horse. 


you don’t get off 


President, openly and in broad daylight. Ob- 
viously, they've done it before and think 
nothing of the insult to Malacahang. 

And from the way the bribe-givers and 
bribe-getters are matter of factly dismissing 
the bribes as “gifts,” “tokens of remem- 
brance,” “help,” “as usual,” etc. giving the 
sordid act many names except what it really 
is, a bribe, itis clear that this has been going 
on for many years in the Arroyo administra- 
tion. (Presidents Aquino, Ramos and Estrada 
have denied giving out any cash during their 
administrations.) And that it has become a 
habit and officials of the administration both 
in the executive and legislative departments 
now look at it as natural as breathing in and 
breathing out. That bribery has become one 
ofthe policies of the Arroyo administration. 

When 190 congressmen were called to 
Malacafiang, they knew or had an inkling 
that they would be bribed and they all went 
willingly and perhaps expectantly. By their 
own admission, they had received cash from 
Malacahang many times before. And be- 
cause the congressmen had kept quiet about 
the previous briberies, Malacahang thought 
nothing of doing it again. They had become 
so emboldened and so confident that they in- 
cluded a priest, Pampanga Gov. Ed Panlilio, 
in the bribe-giving. They did not reckon on 
the honesty of the priest (priests are sup- 
posed to always tell the truth) who soon ad- 
mitted that he received half a million pesos 
in Malacafiang. And so all hell broke loose 
and now a panic-stricken administration 
doesn't know the right thing to do. (The right 
thing to do is to admit it and take your pun- 
ishment. The whole nation already knows it 
anyway) 

But the most important question is did 
the President know about it—if she did not, 
in fact, order it herself? 

The ansvver to that is another question: 
Would an underling dare do that in Mala- 
cahang itself if he did not have the nod of 
the President? 


so easy 


waving the sword of anti-terrorism, and use 
that sword against the critics and opposition- 
ists terrorizing her. Or worse, following Mar- 
cos, use it to justify emergency rule, the kind of 
emergency that never ends, 

Our work is cut out before us. Whoever 
wreaked the vile deed last Friday, two things 
we may not allow to happen in its wake. 

First, we may not allow the truth about the 
ZTE deal, the “Hello Garci” incident as re- 
opened by Doble's testimony and the bare- 
faced bribing of congressmen and local execu- 
tives to be the first thing to be buried in the 
rubble of Luk Yuen in Glorieta 2. We donot do 
the victims of the bombing a service by forget 
ting the very things they too must have been 
furious about before they were sent to the next 
life, we spit on their graves. By all means let us 
“leave no stone unturned,” the authorities’ 
standard line for things like this, but which 
takes on awesomely literal meanings here, to 
discover the authors of that monstrosity. But 
just as well, let us leave no stone unturned to 
discover the authors of the bigger bombings 
that have pinned the nation itself under the 
rubble, and see if we cannot save those 
trapped inside, Who knows? Maybe those two 
investigations will lead to the same source. 

But more than that, we may not allow the 
truth about presidential atrocity to be hijacked 
or kidnapped by an anti-terrorism campaign of 
the kind we have been conscripted to in the 
past. By all means let us put an end to terror, by 
all means let us grind down the terrorists to 
heel. But let us do that to all the terrorists and 
to all forms of terrorism. The worst incidences. 
of terrorism are not the bombings of Metro 
Manila s malls and railway system, they are the 
bombings of all the institutions we hold to be 
good and decent, including democracy itself, 
their stark ruins jutting out everywhere today 
and pinning us under the rubble. The biggest 
terrorists are not to be found in the wilderness 
of Sulu and Basilan, they are to be found in the 
luxurious quarters of Malacaiang. 

Oh. np. vou don't get aff so easy, 
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Dole-outs and executi 


THE PRESIDENT HAS ORDERED AN INVESTIGA- 
tion of the Palace cash dole-outs—by a presiden- 
tial commission no less, which, of course, answers 
to the President and is controlied by the President. 
In the present executive privilege epidemic, expect 
any unfavorable report to be marked privileged! 

But, of course, executive privilege has constitu- 
tional underpinnings. That is not all, however. 

^... Executive privilege, whether asserted 
against Congress, the courts, or the public, is rec- 
ognized only in relation to certain types of infor- 
mation of a sensitive character. . ..” So spoke 
the Supreme Court in Senate v Ermita. 

"Thus it is also clear that the Court sees the 
phrase executive privilege not as a magical incan- 
tation which produces effect from mere utter- 
ance, If may use a phrase from sacramental the- 
ology, it does not work ex opere operato. That is, it 
does not work independently of the person utter- 
ing or performing it or the circumstances sur- 
rounding it. 

We have also had some cases involving confi- 
dentiality of government transactions. Since it is 
almost certain that the shotgun blasts claiming 
executive privilege will be challenged in court, it 
may be good to review how the Supreme Court 
has handled government claims of confidentiali- 
ty. These can show us how the Court might or 
should handle claims of executive privilege. 

‘We can begin with Almonte v. Vasquez. This in- 
volved a subpoena duces tecum issued by the Om- 
budsman in response to charges of illegal disburse- 
ment of funds. The head of the EIIB opposed the 
Ombudsman on the basis, among others, ofa claim 
of privilege. The Court rejected the claim saying 
that “where the claim of confidentiality does not 
rest on the need to protect military, diplomatic or 
other national security secrets but on a general pub- 
lic interest in the confidentiality of his conversa- 
tions,” the claim must yield to a “subpoena consid- 
ered essential to the enforcement of criminal laws.” 

So the government lost. 

‘The claim of privilege again came up in the 


GOD IS IN HEAVEN AND ALLIS (COMPARATIVE- 
İy) well in this land of the “Moros” situated in one 
ofthe most remote areas in the archipelago. 

Remote, that is, from Imperial Manila where Glo- 
ria Macapagal-Arroyo reigns supreme come hell or 
high water for as long as the House of Representa- 
tives and Gen. Hermogenes Esperon (of Basilan 
siege and Garci tapes fame) are behind her. 

Gov, Abdusakkur M. Tan who was cheated out 
of two full terms in previous elections and served 
the remaining years only after successful electoral 
protests will finally enjoy a full three-year term. He 
İs continuing the main thrust of his predecessor 
Benjamin Long's administration, agricultural de- 
velopment, enhanced by his own style of gover- 
nance: administrative efficiency, consultation with 
different stakeholders, well-conceived plans of ac- 
tion, harmonious relations with heads of other 
government units and, more important, his physi- 
cal presence and availability. 

Just four months into his term, three-termer 
congressman lawyer Hussin U. Amin, now Jolo 
mayor, has already demonstrated that he can rise. 
to the challenge of the many complex problems 
facing the provinces capital town, the most 
densely populated yet the smallest in land area, 
with the political wll to insist on the rule of law to 
resolve the squatter, peace and order and prohib- 
ited drugs problems, and to ensure the delivery of 
basic social services. 

Here in our barangay, garbage is collected reg- 
ularly. On the street where I live, which is one of 
the town’s main thoroughfares, street sweepers 
maintain cleanliness despite the hardheadedness 
of some unappreciative sectors of the constituen- 
cy who still believe that streets were made for 
dumping their wastes. 

‘These two officials have enough education, ex- 
perience and political savvy to lead this 
province—endowed with abundant natural re- 
sources and a naturally industrious, even stoical hu- 
‘man resource pool just waiting to be exploited—in- 
to a new era of peace and productivity that will 
pave the way to progress and a better life for all. 

All they have to do is to reach beyond the narrow 
and transcendental relationships and interests of 


TONY BLAIR, SPEAKING AT THE MEMORIAL 
service for the victims of the 9/11 tragedy, quoted 
a passage from “The Bridge of San Luis Rey” 
"Thornton Wilder's novel about five individuals 
who plunged to their deaths in the collapse of a 
rope bridge. The passage was this: “But soon we 
shall die and all memory of those five will have 
left the earth, and we ourselves shall be loved for 
a while and forgotten. But the love will have been 
‘enough; all those impulses of love return to the 
love that made them. Even memory is not neces- 
sary for love. There is a land of the living and a 
land of the dead and the bridge is love, the only 
survival, the only meaning.” 

Assuming the Glorietta tragedy was a bomb- 
ing, its perpetrators haven't come forward, and 
thus, we mercifully do not have the opportunity 
to be selective, when it comes to condemning this 
act of terrorism, whatever our personal political 
beliefs, The objectives, the cause, of those who 
did the bombing are indefensible. 

"The police, it seems to me, have handled the 
situation credibly, calmly, in a professional man- 
ner, So did the various emergency services. 

William L. Shirer, in writing “The Collapse of 
the Third Republic: An Inquiry into the Fall of 
France in 1940," took his cue from a quotation 
from Montesquieu: “Ifthe hazard of a battle, that 
is, a particular cause, ruins a State, there was a 
general cause which determined that this State 
had to perish froma single battle.” 

A population's instinct, in a time of national 
tragedy, is to rally around the flag. And yet it seems 
tome, that while Filipinos from all walks of life ral- 
lied to the assistance of their fellow citizens, asa cit- 
izenry we have demonstrated a widespread fear 
and distrust of our high officials. These are feelings 
our officals may resent, and indeed the President 
and Secretary Norberto Gonzales have snarled in 
the face of this public backlash. I for one believe the 
President's grief and concern are genuine; yet her 
anger, on the other hand, seems to me misplaced, 
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1998 case of Chavez v. PCGG. Here the demand 
was for the release of information regarding nego- 
tiations for a compromise agreement on the Mar- 
‘cos wealth. The Court again said: "Ar the very least, 
this jurisdiction recognizes the common law hold- 
ing that there is a governmental privilege against 
public disclosure with respect to state secrets re- 
garding military diplomatic and other national se- 
curity matters. But where there is no need to pro- 
tect such state secrets, the privilege may not be 
voked to withhold documents and other informa- 
tion, provided that they are examined ‘in strict 
confidence’ and given ‘scrupulous protection.” 

In the end the Court directed the PCGG “to dis- 
close to the public the terms of any proposed 
compromise settlement, as well as the final agree- 
ment.” 

Again the government lost, but with a consola- 
tion prize. The Court said that there was no obli- 
gation to disclose “intra-agency or inter-agency 
recommendations or communications during the 
stage when common assertions are still in the 
process of being formulated or are in the ‘ex- 
ploratory stage.” 

Next came Chavez v. Public Estates Authority 
(PEA) which involved a mandamus petition to 
compel the PEA to disclose all facts on PEAS then 
on-going renegotiations with Amari Coastal Bay 
and Development Corporation (Amari) to re- 
claim portions of Manila Bay. The Court said that 
the obligation to disclose arises “once the com- 
mittee makes its official recommendation” and 
even before a contract is consummated. "Requir- 
ing a consummated contract will keep the public 


What a mess! 


KRIS-CROSSING 
MINDANAO 


Noralyn Mustafa 


politics and tap a vast resource of ideas from the 
academe, the business community and the profes- 
sional sector, particularly those who have quietly 
and persistently engaged themselves in research in 
the areas of education and the local economy. 

An American naval officer who served in this 
province during the 1920s described Jolo in his 
memoirs as “the prettiest little town this side of 
the Pacific.” 

Before that, Jolo was an international port of 
call for ships sailing from China, Southeast Asia 
and Europe. 

In my youth, it was the regular route of inter- 
island passenger and cargo vessels, and even 
ships from Greece and what was then the USSR 
came to dock and replenish their supply with our 
mountain spring water which they claimed was 
the best-tasting in the world. 

Are we now on the way to recapturing at least 
some of this past glory? We should be, if we redi- 
rect our gaze from Ms Arroyo's beleaguered ad- 
ministration to our land and our people. Here is 
where the dream lies, here is where we can live it 
again. 

While we're at it, what are we to make of this 
present state of the nation? There is, to begin 
with, a government that we see and feel only in 
its never-ending scandals and squabbles, and the 
invasion of its armed forces into our land so as to 
score high in the eyes of George W. Bush with his 
obsessive fight against the twin phantoms of “ter- 
rorism" and “weapons of mass destruction.” 

After all, it is a government that operates on 
the thinking that these periodic killings and de- 
struction in the countryside are too small a price 
to pay for that ecstatic high it gets when in inter- 
national fora it is given a pat on the back with 


Defeatism 


THE LONG VIEW 


Manuel L. Quezon III 


her aggressiveness aimed at the wrong targets; her 
instincts, to lash out and vow strong action, misdi- 
rected and even misguided, 

Some criticized the President for rushing to visit 
and comfort the victims of the blast. Such criticisms 
were misguided; it was her duty to do so. More 
valid, I felt, were the criticisms, grumblings, really 
that contrasted the government’ declaration of ex- 
tending P5,000 to survivors and P10,000 to the 
families of the dead, with the infinitely larger sums 
handed out to officials in the Palace, a week prior to 
the tragedy. The gesture was well-meaning, but be- 
came a kind of tragic farce in light of all that has 
come before. And that summarizes, quite neatly, the 
tragedy thats this administration. 

If there is one government official who I think 
should be criticized for adopting entirely the 
wrong tone in light of this tragedy, its Secretary 
Norberto Gonzales. He latched on to every opinion 
conducive to his obsession with Islamic terrorism 
while lashing out at every opinion, misguided or 
not, that placed the government among the groups 
that could have possibly undertaken the attack. 

"We don't know who did the attack, but Gonzales 
has no problems with fearmongering. Issuing 
vague warnings, as hes been doing, is precisely 
what sows terror and puts officialdom in disrepute. 

‘And yet—much as I usually have no inhibitions 
when it comes to criticism—this is also a time 
when reflection is called for. Everyone is outraged 
by the blast; but some are more outraged than 
others. Their outrage is aimed at those who, this 
early on, have taken to expressing opinions and 


ve privilege 


in the dark until the contract, which may be 
grossly disadvantageous to the government or 
even illegal, becomes a fait accompli. This 
negates the State policy of full transparency on 
‘matters of public concern.” 

The big one, of course, was Senate v. Ermita 
where the Supreme Court dealt with the shotgun 
blast of EO 464. The Court did say that “EO 464, 
to the extent that it bars the appearance of execu- 
tive officials before Congress, deprives Congress 
of the information in the possession of these offi- 
cials.” At the same time, however, the Court said 
that information may be withheld even from 
Congress. However, since the issue was about the 
sweeping gag order in EO 464 and not about spe- 
cific information being sought by Congress, Sen- 
ate v. Ermita left things hanging. 

Even Senga v. Gudani, which involved an army 
general's appearance before the Senate, has left 
us in suspense. Although the case came up in the 
wake of EO 464, it was not decided on the basis of 
executive privilege. It was decided on the basis of 
the President's Commander in Chief power which 
demands obedience from subordinates. 

As to executive privilege, the Court said, "the 
Senate could have filed an action with the courts 
to compel the commanding officers or the Com- 
mander in Chief to allow petitioners to testify be- 
fore it. Under such procedure, the legality of the 
order could have been put in issue directly before 
the Court since the Senate is well capacitated to 
argue why its prerogative in compelling the testi- 
mony of petitioners should supersede that of the 
Commander in Chief in preventing or withhold- 
ing such testimony.” But no challenge came from 
the Senate. å 

‘There you have it. What I see is no less than an 
invitation to the Senate to bring up specific cases 
in defense of its prerogative to compel testimony. 
Certainly there isa rich opportunity for that aris- 
ing from the telenovela on the ZTE contract. It 
has been raining EO 464 as if there were no to- 
morrow. Will the Senate rise to the challenge? 


“good girl, down gir,” and more “military mod- 
ernization" funds to keep the likes of General 
Garcia and his ilk happy. 

Shall we be seduced by the revived move for 
federalization and its inevitable charter change? 
‘An old mistimed dance reentering the ballroom 
surreptitiously like the Red Death hiding under 
the deceptive cloak of “decentralization”? Hahl 
Tell that to the jailed Marines. 

This is not a threat, just a statement of facts. 
With the right leaders, we in Sulu can, without an 
Arroyo-conceived federalization, declare our in- 
dependence from this corrupt, fraudulent gov- 
ernment any day and survive, believe me. 

We have enough natural and human resources, 
and we can always renew our age-old ties with 
‘our southeast neighbors to whom our umbilical 
cord of religious and cultural commonalities still 
exists. We can call on Islamic nations for assis- 
tance. Asa sovereign Islamic nation we will be el- 
{gible for membership in the Organization of the 
Islamic Conference. 

Most important of all, we have the historical 
right to do so. It is a right that we don't need to 
wage a war to assert. It is a right that the whole 
‘world will recognize and affirm because of its un- 
questionable validity. 

But how did we get into this terrible mess? Un- 
canny, how even unremarkable memories return 
in certain peculiar situations of the present. I had. 
always told my mother she was a mystic, some- 
thing she laughed off as just another instance of 
my "New Age thing.” 

‘We were looking at a campaign calendar she 
had just brought home from a schools division 
conference and 1 commented on the elegant 
gowns of the females in the colored picture. 

“But it is an unhappy picture. It is a dark pic- 
ture," she said. 

1 pointed out that all four people in it were 
smiling and the photography was excellent. 

"Yes, but itis an incomplete picture. The wom- 
an looks mean. And the daughter looks meaner.” 

If only she knew. 


Comments to rubaiyat19(8yahoo.com 


expressing dissatisfaction with the government. 
We must have unity they say. 

Unity—but to what purpose? Unity in timidi- 
ty? Unity in willful blindness? Solidarity for no 
other purpose than to cling together; and then, 
huddled together, to shiver and cower in the hope 
it will all go away? Unity in grief and sympathy, 
yes, by all means; unity in fright, no—and never. 

This is a time for asking questions. Not for 
making accusations, but for pursuing questions. 
Relentlessly and perhaps, to some of us, remorse- 
lessly. But the questions must be asked, consis- 
tently, unyieldingly—and answered, with candor 
and completeness. This is the only means by 
which the public can be reassured, and ifneed be, 
officials vindicated. 

In one of the epigraphs for his book, Shirer quot- 
ed Titus Livy on the decline of Rome: "We reached 
these last days when we could endure neither our 
vices nor their remedies.” Coming on the heels of 
selfincriminating revelations on the part of mem- 
bers of the ruling coalition, public resistance to ral- 
lying around flag and officials normally the personi- 
fication of our state is sad but understandable. The 

has at its heart a possibility as frighten- 
ing as the thought of more terrorism to come— 
‘which is, hat terrorism may have become a tool of 
people within our government and not just those 
intent on bringing that government down. 

The instinct of the Catholic hierarchy has been 
to summon the faithful to their parishes to pray, å 
worthy endeavor in which people of other faiths 
joined in, as well; but there has been no secular 
call to action. Not least, because it seems there is 
no one capable of summoning the people to acts 
of solidarity and defiance. There has been much 
that's been done to show the mercy and compas- 
sion innate in all of us; and yet, too little has been 
done to direct the mingled sense of anxiety and 
helplessness toward a tangible demonstration of 
peaceful resolve. That is what officials are sup- 
posed to accomplish, in times of tragedy 


rå 
PMA Foundation Day 


IN THE HISTORY OF THE PHILIPPINE MILITARY ACADEMY, 
only a few classes have had the honor of providing leader- 
ship for the Armed Forces by two or more of its members. 
During the presidency of Ramon Magsaysay, the class of 
1929 ofthe old Philippine Constabulary Academy (PCA) had 
Jesus Vargas and Alfonso Arellano, The class of 1962 during 
the term of President Fidel Ramos had Lisandro Abadia and 
Arturo Enrile. The 
class of 1966 under 
President — Joseph 
Estrada had Joselin 
Nazareno and Ange- 
lo Reyes. Finally, un- 
der President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo, the 
class of 1970 had 
Roy Cimatu, Dioni- 
sio Santiago and Narciso Abaya, while the class of 1972 had 
Efren Abu and Generoso Senga. In the case of Abaya, while 
he graduated from West Point, class of 1971, he spent a year 
at the PMA with the class of 1970. 

While no member of class 1971 made it to the top AFP po- 
sition, two members of the class are now senators of the 
land—Gregorio Honasan and Panfilo Lacson. It would have 
been three if Zosimo Paredes Jr. of Ang Kapatiran made it 
during the May elections. 

The governor of one of the biggest provinces in the coun- 
try Pangasinan, is a member of class 1972, Amado Espino 
Jr, while the mayor of one Pangasinan town, Sta. Barbara, is 
Reynaldo Velasco who used to be Espino's upperclassman at 
the academy, a reversal of fortunes after military service. 

In the Medal of Valor count, the class of 1987 holds the 
record with three winners: Col. Custodio Parcon of the 
Philippine Marines and Capt. Eduard Lucero and Col. Cirilito 
Sobejana, both of the Philippine Army. 

Anumber of PMA graduates served as ambassadors in the 
Philippine foreign service. To name just a few, we have gen- 
erals Manuel Yan, Fortunato Abat, Francisco Atayde, 
Clemente Mariano and Voltaire Gazmin. 1 will probably run 
out of space if try to name all of them. 

One graduate, Gen. Angelo Reyes, not only served as AFP 
chief of staff but has held the most number of Cabinet posi- 
tions in government. After his stint as AFP chief, he was ap- 
pointed secretary of national defense after which he took 
over the Department of Interior and Local Government. This 
was followed by a posting at the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources and today, he is head of the Depart- 
‘ment of Energy. Angelo Reyes has cut his teeth in so many as- 
signments that he probably has more experience than most 
of our Presidents in running the affairs of government. The 
question is: Can he be elected? 

"What are the historical origins of this institution that has 
produced not just military professionals but also leaders in 
the civilian sector of government? 

For many years the Philippine Military Academy traced its 
roots to the Constabulary School set up by Brig. Gen. Henry 
T. Allen in 1905. As the PC chief then, Allen issued General 
Order No. 71, establishing the school in the old Sta. Lucia 
barracks in Intramuros. It is believed that the order was dat- 
ed Feb. 17, 1905 and for this reason PMA Foundation Day 
had always been reckoned from that date. 

Sometime in 1991, Dr. Cesar Pobre, a retired AFP colonel 
who graduated with the class of 1952, was working for a mas- 
ters degree in history at the University of the Philippines. In 
the course of his research work, he discovered the fact that “as 
part of the major organizational efforts at modernizing the 
Filipino armed forces, the President of the Revolutionary Gov- 
ernment and General-in-Chief, Emilio Aguinaldo, issued a de- 
cree on October 25, 1898 establishing an Academia Militar in 
the town of Malolos, Bulacan.” As a result of this discovery, Po- 
bre published a paper entitled "A Historical Analysis of the 
Roots and Growth of the Philippine Military Academy” 

In this paper, he was able to establish the following: (1) 
the date and place where the Academia Militar was estab- 
lished; (2) its mission and objectives; (3) the name of its des 
ignated director; (4) the date the sessions began and the sec 
tions into which the classes were divided; (5) the different 
subjects comprising the course of instruction; and (6) the 
manner of treating failures. 

His findings led him to believe that the Academia Militar 
and not the Constabulary School, had a "better title to being 
PMAS historical anchor.” As expected, there were objection» 
to re-examining PMA Foundation Day. The issue “would not 
only stir a hornets nest but it could also be divisive and in 
flammatory to the emotions.” Pobre, however, pointed out 
that "re-defining the PMA roots, like going over one's lin 
eage, is not a political but a historical exercise. And it wil 
help to understand this point if itis mentioned that history i- 
in essence the search for truth or accuracy.” 

Pobre findings on the Academia Militar were confirmed b» 
the National Historical Institute and with the NHFs action, the 
board of the PMA Alumni Association moved to have the ap 
proval of Nazareno, the AFP chief of staff then. This was fol 
lowed by favorable action from the secretary of national de 
fense, and then from the Office of the President. From the nitiui 
research work undertaken by Dr. Pobre to the final approval b. 
President Estrada, the whole process took seven years. 

Incidentally the Philippine Army and Navy also trace theit 
history back to 1897-1898, basing their existence on similar 
decrees laid down by President Aguinaldo. 

Perhaps, it is also important to mention Dr. Pobre's cre 
dentials. At one time, Pobre was head of the PMA Academic 
Group and dean of the AFP Corps of Professors. He has an 
M.A. in History from UP and a doctorate in the same disci 
pline from Karachi University under a SEATO postgraduate 
scholarship program. He was twice president of the Philip: 
pine Historical Association. 
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On Thursday, Oct. 25, the Philippine Military Academy 
marks its 109th foundation anniversary. 

The Christian Family Movement (CFM) of the Philippines 
will be holding its 29th National Convention at the Eco-Tech 
Center in Cebu City from Oct. 26 to 28, The theme for this 
year’s convention is "CFM Beyond 50: Stewardship on Social 
Concerns.” CFM Philippines was formed on Feb. 8, 1956 and 
pioneered in the development and delivery of family life pro 
grams in the country. 


THEY SAID 
Way of life 


“Hard as it is ro admit, cheating the government is a 
way of life. But (itis a way of life] we cannot afford. We 
cannot let this country hemorrhage or else we will bor 
row again.” 

Quezon Rep. Danilo Suarez on tax evasion 
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On-the-j ob trainees at DepEd? dus £ Pacquiao insulted all Manilefios 


T MANILA SHOULD STOP WASTING son.” After all, Pacquiao himself 
ə COUNTRY CANNOT AFFORD If computers are to be used for they not be returned to the pub- 7 B its eee ee E m PEATA 2 
provide schools with at least one the education of the children in lishers? Ever heard of products i mances on someone Wh k son of Atien- 
airconditioned TT room, much less far-flung barrios, a plan should be being recalled because they are Manual jobs not ly abandoned his fans in favor of his za, not of Manila. The statement 
train teachers how to use IT facili- drawn and a budget should be al- defective? Teacher manuals and for our graduates “idol,” former Manila mayor and was an insult to the City of Manila 
ties, but it can afford to let millions located for transporting them. If workbooks are supposed to re- gr: now Environment Secretary Lito which had prepared a hero's wel- 
of pesos' worth of books and facili. teachers are to use them, there duce the time teachers spend THIS REFERS TO THE LETTER Atenza. Manny Pacquiao is not the come for him after every fight of 
ties go to waste. Where is good should be some training, to be giv- making instructional materials, titled “A society of masters and only Filipino boxing champ, anyway. hisinthepast. ——— 
planning here? Who are responsi- en by the suppliers. If the comput- thus giving them more time for slaves.” (InQurer, 10/15/07) Ibe- , He has forgotten that without — Better yet, if Manila just spends 
ble for these oversights? Arent peo- ers do not comply with what was the people that really mat- lieve in the dignity of labor. How- his fans, he is a forgotten hero. It its time, effort, resources and fi- 
ple put in certain positions because agreed, they should be returned. ter—he students. evez would notencourage any of Would be best for Manila City Hall nances on its unsung heroes and 
they are supposed to know what 1f the compact disks that come Vie need not debate on the mer- my children to be just drivers or not to take Pacquiao's virtual aban- its residents and, more important- 
‘ought to be done? with them are defective, the sup- its of using computers for produc- garbage collectors or firemen or donment of his Manilefio fans sit- İy, on public service. 

Obviously, many of our offi- pliers should replace them. Are ing banners, posters, worksheets policemen or carpenters or ting down. It should consider re- —OLIVERG. TUICO JR., 
cials only get to know what their these not basic, commonsensical and documents, as well as for plumbers—the reason being, Placing him as the city’s “adopted otj 1Gyahoo.com 
duties are and how to discharge business practices? computing grades. If they cannot these jobs are classified as jobs for ; roe 
their duties on the job. But don't Why should Juan de la Cruzs be used, why bother purchasing undergraduates only. After Imelda era, endless ‘bleeding 
we deserve better? Before they taxes be wasted on uselessitems? them in the first place? ‘Our children should aim for 
purchase things for our schools, If I buy something and realize ‘The Philippines can do better. higher education and they will get "IMELDA: NO REGRETS, NO Keep in mind that subsequent lead- 
they should anticipate what more when I reach home that it is not Our educational system can pro- better paying jobs than those that shame. (Ingun, 10/9/07) Very ers continue doing just that—bleed- 
needs to be put in place before the right size or color, I will go duce better students and gradu- high school graduates will. interesting article. Imelda Marcos ing the Philippines dry. 
those items can be used and be of back to return it and have it re- ates. We simply need people with Obviously, should they fail to is certainly a very charismatic — lam amazed that after all these 
benefit to anyone. The basic placed. Why buy books that are the intellect, experience and heart get a bachelor’s or master’s de- woman. Personally, I admire and post Marcos years, there is still so 
questions to answer: What are riddled with errors and do not to dö what it takes to improve our gree, then they can just go for the Tespecther: much to be bled and so much 
they for? Who will use them? suit the curriculum? Didn't educational system. manual jobs. ‘The Inquirer wrote that “she will bleeding. 

Where will they be placed? When somebody or some committee /—LOELLA ESCANTILLA LAPAT, —LOUISG.PAYAWAL, always be associated with a kleptoc- LILIA SEVILLANO, 
can they be used? approve their purchase? Can loella 1@yahoo.com louispayawal&comeast.net racy that bled the Philippines dry" lumnay@rocketmail.com 


Demolition job vs Muslim 


THIS REFERS TO THE LETTER TITLED “WHY 
Muslim topped search for MSU president" of one. 
Sultan Camar Hasnal. (Inquirer, 10/11/ 07) The 
letter was intended to smear my credentials as 
the top nominee for the presidency of the Min- 
danao State University, impede the release of my 
appointment and justify the holding of a new 
search. Let me stress the following points: 

First, Hasnal and the Mindanao Sultanate 
Group do not exist. 

Second, I did not top the short-list of presiden- 
dial contenders because three of the five-man 
2005 Search Committee were my bosom friends. 
‘The allegation is too unfair to then CHEd Com- 
missioner Cristina Padolina (chair), Undersecre- 
tary Mona Valisno (representing Malacafiang), 
former Neda Director General Ponciano Intal, 
the late Education Secretary Ricardo Gloria and 
then Alumni Regent Jusie Roxas. None of the 
five, all highly reputable, was or is my bosom 
friend. They only did their job objectively, and 
more importantly, did not bend to pressure. 

Third, the criteria adopted in the evaluation 
are those commonly used in the selection of 
heads of higher education institutions in the 
country and abroad. I ranked No. 1 in the short 
list of three (out of 21 screened applicants) sim- 
ply because I got more points (94.6, far higher 
than the second placers 87). In other words, 
the committee upheld the long-established, 
worldwide tradition of academic meritocracy. 
The primacy of this tradition in ensuring aca- 
demic excellence among our universities is the 
main reason several prominent higher educa; 
tion leaders in the country (like former UP pres- 
ident Jose Abueva and former CHEd chair and 
DLSU president Bro. Rolando Dizon) are inter- 
ested in the selection of MSU president. b 

Fourth, it is not true that there were MSU 
alumni and constituents who questioned the 
recommendation of the Search Committee. 
Only a few of the losing aspirants (including 
“Hasnal") were unhappy about the results. My 
bid for the MSU presidency was anchored pri- 
marily on my academic qualifications, track 
record in university governance, my being a 
native of Marawi and Lanao and my multi-sec- 
toral nomination by the seven autonomous 
campuses of MSU, including all chancellors 
and most of the college deans. 

Fifth, the allegation that the Search Committee 
overlooked the six charges/cases filed against me 
with the Ombudsman is another blatant lie. The 
committee required all of us to submit documents 
pertaining to pending and resolved cases and 
dearances from the Ombudsman, Sandigan- 
bayan and the Civil Service Commission. The cas- 
es were all dismissed by the Ombudsman in 1999- 
2001. My folder in Malacafiang includes my new 
dearances from these offices. 

‘Sixth, 1 have nothing personal against Gen. Ri- 
cardo de Leon for whom I have a high regard until 
now. I and my supporters did not complain when 
he was appointed acting president in September 
2005 because Malacafiang clarified that he would 
serve as transition president for only six months to 
restore law and order in MSU-Marawi, after 
"which the choice ofthe Search Committee would 
assume office as the next regular MSU president. 

Finally, my being the top nominee for MSU 
president was confirmed by the Ricafort Com- 
mittee created by Secretary Eduardo Ermita in 
September 2007, which also cleared me of the 
smear issues. I hope the aspirant hiding behind 
“Hasnal” will be professional enough to accept 
the results of the rigorous four-month search. 

—MACAPADO A. MUSLIM, Ph.D., 
‘Mindanao State University 


Prof in hazing not CEU”s 


‘THIS PERTAINS TO THE NEWS ARTICLE TI- 
tled “Nursing professor charged.” (INQUIRER, 
10/11/07) 

The report mentioned one Cesar Dalilag as a 
" H nursing professor of Centro Escolar University 
imagine TV Reborn to give you the luxury of space (CEU) who was charged with a violation ofthe 
Anti-Hazing Law for allegedly beating up a 
J^ aylı, comes the meressve econ to the SKNFT saos. ATV reborn kom shades ee a erase eraa 
forkant ərp .precson engneerng in al is gorous intricacies, te grand sounds ofa music hal and the pue ae toa TE la AO 

jo sfa ig. he words fest TV made of revolutionary compact Cathode Ray Tube components fraternity’ final initiation rites in March 2006. 
CRT televisions the Simit” TV 257 fts into any comer, and your styish Me beauty. We would like to set the record straight: no 


professor by the name of Cesar Dalilag was or 
such txunous design, and technology has never been so wel-paed wih aesthetics. B employed by CEU. Moreover, Sta. Teresa was 


-~ TV set, end you won't either With SimFi TV 257, ts not that hard to imagine. enrolled as a nursing student of CEU during 
the first and second semesters of school year 
2002-2003; in April 2003, upon his request, he 
was given an honorable dismissal along with 

m his transfer credentials. 
TV Reber : —MA. CRISTINA D. PADOLINA, Ph.D., 
NCO: president, Centro Escolar University, 
9 Mendiola St., San Miguel, Manila. 


My report was based on offical records from 
‘Sameang Customer Contact Center: TOLL FREE 1-800-10SAMSUNG tor PLOT or 1-800-3SAMSUNG for Digitel. Branch 6 of the Manila RTC. Sta. Teresa's sworn 
affidavit to the police clearly and repeatedly re- 
ene ap asl {ferred to Dalilag as a nursing professor of Centro 

—-—.... Escolar University. 
əə 77 CAMISONWLLOPEZ, 
reporter Inquirer 
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Accident angle in Makati explosion probed 


From page Al 

Barias said this finding raised the 
possibility that the blast was caused 
by an accident rather than an explo- 
sive device. "We are also looking in- 
to that. All angles are being ex- 
plored.” 

‘The body of a woman partly cov- 
ered by debris was recovered from 
the basement area. Most of the 
scores of wounded were released 
from three hospitals, except for 
three victims, police said. (See re- 
lated story on Page A1.) 

On Saturday, before a National 
Security Council meeting in Camp 
Crame, Barias told reporters that 
investigators had taken samples 
from the first floor and had found 
no trace of nitrates on them. 

"The explosion damaged the 
floor, under which revealed an un- 
derground which serves as a tool 
room. There was supposed to have 
been an oil, water and grease depot 
there,” Barias said then. 

‘The Associated Press reported that 
three investigators said fumes might 
have leaked from a huge diesel fuel 
container, or methane gas from a sep- 
tic tank, and ignited in the tightly en- 
closed concrete basement. 

Once the blast site has been 
drained, it willbe easier to determine 
whether there is any evidence of sab- 
otage, such as bomb shrapnel. The 
investigators said they were trying to 
secure footage from security cameras 
near the area from the mall's owners. 


Traces of explosive 

The PNP Crime Laboratory and 
the Philippine National Police 
(PNP) Bomb Data Genter reported 
earlier that investigators had found 
traces of RDX, an ingredient used in 
explosives including C4, which is 
used by the military. 

But yesterday, Barlas said the 


presence of RDX would have to be 
verified by “additional testing,” 

In a television interview, Alfie 
Reyes, corporate spokesperson of Ay- 
ala Land Inc. which owns the mall, 
said the basement was occupied by a 
tenant at the Makati Supermarket. 
"We are also trying to obtain infor- 
mation from them," Reyes said. 

An investigator, who requested 
anonymity because he is not autho- 
rized to talk to reporters, told the 
INQUIRER that initial tests done by 
bomb expers from the United 
States revealed no traces of RDX or 
any other explosive material. 

The source said at least six Amer- 
icans from the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation, the US Navy SEALs and 
an Explosive Ordnance Division 
unit were helping in the probe. Lat- 
er in the afternoon, experts from 
Australia arrived to join the inquiry. 

‘The American experts, the source 
said, tested six samples from differ- 
ent locations at least three times. 
“There were samples taken from 500 
meters from the blast site and also at 
the seat or source of the blasts, in this 
case the hole that was caused.” 


Bunker oil container 

He also confirmed that the blast 
originated from a bunker oil con- 
tainer the size of a 20-foot contain- 
er van located near a septic tank. 
The area also contained air-condi- 
tioning exhaust vents, a generator 
set, empty diesel tanks, and fuel 
that might have emitted dangerous 
fumes. 

“The confluence of the mixture of 
gasses trapped inside a confined 
space will look for an outlet and 
needs release,” the expert said. 

The source also noted that the 
blast did not cause fires, unlike a C4 
or TNT explosion which causes 
black or gray smoke. “The kind of 


damage we saw is consistent with 
enormous pressure being released. 
Gasses like methane don’t show up 
in the kind of tests already done.” 

Barias denied reports the PNP 
has a suspect in its custody. 


More police fielded 

He said the NCRPO was still un- 
der full alert “to restore normalcy” 
in the metropolis. A full alert means 
all of the 15,000 policemen in 
Metro Manila will have to stay at 
their posts at all times. 

Barias also said he had fielded an 
extra 2,000 policemen in the 
streets. Another 500 soldiers from 
the military's National Capital Re- 
gion Command have also been de- 
ployed. 

The government has offered P2 
million for information leading to 
those responsible for the incident 
while the Makati City government 
put up an additional P1 million. 

National Security Adviser Nor- 
berto Gonzales said in a telephone 
interview he expected a clearer pic- 
ture of the incident before tomor- 
row's National Security Council 
meeting called by President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo. 

“We are satisfied with the perfor- 
mance of the police,” Gonzales 
said. 


Scotland Yard probe 

Yesterday, Sen. Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Jr called for an independent 
probe of the Glorietta incident, cit- 
ing the United Kingdom's Scotland 
Yard as prime candidate as impar- 
tial investigators. 

"The people demand nothing less 
than a credible investigation of the 
tragic incident to dispel any suspicion 
over any attempt to influence or ma- 
nipulate the outcome of the probe to 
ensure that it hews to government's 


Her life was not even starting yet, says pa 


From page Al 
ruins, Marcos said he felt how keen 
his loss was when he went to the 
room of Janine, a nursing sopho- 
more at the Makati Medical Center. 

"I somehow sensed that she 
wanted me to go to the place where 
she died and to light a candle and to 
pray for her," he said. 

"Immediately I asked my wife 
and my other children to get ready. 
We had to get there." 


“Tam Julian Marcos" 

Security guards at the mall 
blocked their path. 

“1 introduced myself. 1 said, Tm 
Julian Marcos, the father of one of 
those who died. We're here because 
‘we want to pray for her,” he recalled. 

His blood rose when the guards said 
they had to get permission. In anger, 
the 48-year-old retired military man 
said: “If you were this strict at the mall 
entrance yesterday then my daughter 
‘would be alive today I'm not a bad per- 
son so why are you blocking me?” 

After consulting with their bosses 
at Ayala Land, the guards finally let 
the family through, escorted by po- 
licemen. 

“Looking at the wreck, I thought 
there was really no way my daugh- 
ter could have survived this,” he 
said. "I thought, If only I were here, 
maybe I could have protected you.” 

They lit a candle, placed it on the 
floor and prayed. 

"In my mind, I spoke to her: I 
love you very, very much. Wherever 
you are, you know how much I love 
you and want to give everything to 
you," he said, in tears. 


Unanswered text messages 

Marcos had high hopes for his 
daughter. 

"I wanted her to live a happy, suc- 
cessful life. I wanted her to pursue a 
degree in physical therapy once she 
had graduated," he said. 

On Friday morning, Janine, a 
dean's lister, had stayed up til a.m. 
studying for her exams. “She woke 
up at 5:30, quickly pulled on her 
clothes, and went to school,” he said. 

At 1:30 pum, the family heard 
about the blast at the Glorietta mall. 

“My wife sent her text messages, 
asking if her exams were finished,” 
he said. When no reply came, they 
began calling her phone, When no 
one answered, they began to worry. 

Marcos said: “One of her class- 
mates called us and we asked her if 
she had seen our daughter. Then she 
began crying. Thats when I knew.” 

“Lwish it had been me, At least if 
died, I had already led full life. But 
her life was only beginning.” 

He said Janine was just passing 
by the mall on her way back home. 

The littlest details of everything 
he could remember about Janine 
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seemed to give him comfort. 
"She always made her mother a cup. 
of Milo in the morning. Whenever she 
was home, she would bang the gates 
and we would drop her the keys. 
Whenever she was free, she would 
dance around with her sister,” he said. 
"And she liked to make sketches. 
She was talented at drawing cartoons. 
She could have been an artist." 
Marcos said his daughter was 
cheerful around friends but very 
shy around strangers. 
"She never had a boyfriend. 1 
if any boy had touched 
" he said. “But now it's all 


Friends to the end 

Jee Ann de Gracia, 25, normally 
brought home-cooked food whenev- 
er she had lunch at her office near 
Glorietta 2. 

On Fridays, she and two of her 
friends—Ceasar Nifio Vidamo and 
Maureen de Leon—would go out 
for a quick lunch to catch up on 
each other's lives. 

The Glorietta 2 explosion killed 
the hopes and dreams of the three 
friends—and of Jee Ann's mother, 
Jeanette. 

“The three of them were good 
friends,” Jeanette said, her voice 
shaking. 

Rescue teams retrieved the bodies 
of Jee Ann and Niño a few hours after 
the blast. It took them until Saturday 
night to find Maureen's body. 

“They were together. Maybe the 
force of the explosion separated them 
and that’s why it took a while to find 
them," Jeanette said in Filipino. 


Last kiss from Jee Ann 

Her daughter graduated cum 
laude from a computer science 
course at the STI College and was 
set to work in Singapore as a com- 
puter specialist next year. 

Such was Jee Ann's excitement 
over her plans that she treated her 
siblings—Jojo, Jeandy and Jef- 
frey—to nice food and clothes a 
week before the tragedy struck. 

On the morning of Friday, Jee 
Ann had already left their rented 
house in Sta. Cruz, Manila, when 
she returned home to kiss her fa- 
ther, Andres, goodbye. 

"She said, ‘Papa, I haven't kissed 
you yet,” her mother said. Jee Ann 
‘wore jeans and a striped black and 
white shirt to work that day. 

When images of the blasted mall 
and the victims were shown on TV, 
Jee Ann's sister Jeandy thought she 
recognized her older sister's blood- 
streaked clothes. 

But the mother clung to the hope. 
that her daughter was back in the 
office. A call from Smart Communi- 
cations, her daughter’s employer, 
confirmed her fears. 


"They told me Jing (Jee Ann's 
nickname) was not back at the of- 
fice yet. One of my children tried 
calling up her cell phone, but there 
was no ringing," she added. 

The next time, she saw Jee Ann 
was at the Makati Medical Center, 
where she was asked to identify her 
body. 


Justice for Nino Vidamo 

The father of Nifo Vidamo 
blamed the government for the 
death of his son and said he was not 
hopeful that those responsible 
would be brought to court. 

“We do not expect justice for my 
sonis death. To those who did this, 
you owe me one,” Ceasar Vidamo, a 
former Philippine Constabulary 
colonel, told the Inquirer in his home 
in Malabon City, where the wake for 
Nifio was being held. 

“My son was not a victim of an ac- 
cident, but a collateral damage of a 
government who wants to divert at- 
tention from the present political 
crisis its facing," he said. 

Vidamos wife, Zenaida, recounted 
her disappointment at President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo's reaction when they met 
her at the Veronica Funeral Homes in 
Pasay City on Friday evening. 

"What I would have wanted to 
hear from her was she would go af- 
ter the perpetrators and bring them 
to justice,” Zenaida said. 


GMA offer spurned 

Instead, she said Ms Arroyo 
asked her if she had work and 
promised to give her one. She said 
Ms Arroyo also promised a scholar- 
ship to another of her sons. 

“My son just died of a bomb explo- 
sion which could have been carried out 
by people who could be hurt by what is 
going on, and all she could tell me was 
a promise of a job ... and a scholarship 
for my other son,” Zenaida said. 

She said that after Ms Arroyo left the 
room, a woman aide called the moth- 
ers of the victims to another room. 

In the room, she said she saw the 
aide handing out envelopes saying 
in Filipino: “Just a small help from 
the President.” 

“1 could not feel her sincerity, 1 
was offended by her action, so I re- 
fused the money,” Zenaida said. 

She said that although her family 
needed assistance, as Nifio was the 
sole breadwinner, she found it of- 
fensive to be given money that way. 

“What's that, a payment for the 
life of my son? We expected the 
President to tell us she would go af- 
ter the perpetrators but instead she 
asked if we have a job.” 

She said she felt like being hand- 
ed "trick" money to stop grieving. 

"Ob, stop crying, here's some 
money for your son's death,” Zenai- 
da said, crying. 


version of this gruesome crime event at the 
expense of truth,” said Pimentel. 

He warned that the Glorietta’ incident 
“may just be the start of a wave of public 
disturbances which may be used by the ad- 
ministration to justify the declaration of a 
national emergency.” 


versies ithad to grapple with. 

Both Pimentel and Lacson agreed that 
nobody was taking seriously the reported 
claim by the so-called Rajah Solaiman 
Movement that it was responsible for the 
blast. 

The Intelligence Service of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines is “validating” the 
purported claim of the movement de- 
scribed as a small extremist group com- 
prised of Muslim converts based in Metro 
Manila and Pampanga, said Lt. Col. Bar- 
tolome Bacarro, AFP spokesperson. With 
reports from Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. and 
Nikko Dizon, AP 


Claim of responsibility 

In an interview with dzBB radio, Sen. 
Panfilo Lacson said the absence of any con- 
crete findings more than 48 hours after the 
blast only fanned speculation that the gov- 
emment had the most to gain from the 
bomb attack as a diversion from the contro- 
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GUEST storyteller Olsen Racela reads a book to children during the 
Inquirer “Read Along” session at the children’s area of National Book- 


store in Edsa Shangri-La Plaza Mall in Mandaluyong City. 


‘Read along’ 


From page Al 

Then they moved on to a big- 
ger venue—National Book Store 
at the Edsa Shangri-La Plaza Mall 
in Mandaluyong City—featuring 
TV show host and Bright Child 
Junior Ambassador of Goodwill 
for the Council for the Welfare of 
Children (CWC), Bernard Joecel 
“Tolits” Forbes, freelance story- 
teller Jay Menes, and returning 
readers Olsen Racela and Mar 
Deo Cxelci Zuñiga. 

Nine-year-old Tolits, who 
came to the session straight from 
his class at Angelicum College in 
Quezon City, read “Hari ng Kalsa- 
da,” a story of two jeepney 
drivers learning about the bene- 
fits of using alternative fuels. 

More than 100 children, ac- 

companied by their parents and 
guardians, trooped to the ses- 
‘sion, making the event the 
biggest Read-Along crowd- 
drawer so far. Book browsers 
minding their own business 
joined the session, attracted by 
the crowd. Most everyone sat 
on mats in the children's area. 

The “Hari” story, conceived by 
the Sustainable Energy Develop- 
ment Program (SEDP) of the US 
‘Agency for International Develop- 
ment and the US Department of 
Energy, was originally written in 
English by the SEDP's Dhee Pare- 
des and first read by US Ambas- 
sador to the Philippines Kristie 
Kenney during the National Earth 
Day celebration on April 20. 

Paredes herself translated the 
story into Filipino, which, in tum, 
became a comic book with broth- 
erindaw, Radel Paredes, render- 


soc cmo 


in mall 


ing illustrations. Paredes is a 
columnist of the Cebu Daily News, 
sister publication of the INQUIRER. 

The Filipino version was first 
read by Little Earth Angel of 
2007 Denise Mikaela Abuan in 
the Sept. 8 Read-Along session. 

Tolits admitted to being ner- 
vous when he began reading 
the story “since it was my first 
time,” he said. 

Denia Gamboa, chief of the 
public affairs and information 
department of the CWC, said 
the SEDP's "Hari ng Kalsada" 
was in line with the Bright Child 
Program's mission of ensuring 
the development and well-be- 
ing of children nationwide. 

“The CWC also promotes the 
four rights of children—protec- 
tion, development, survival and 
participation. We partnered with 
SEDR because for a child to enjoy 
these rights, a clean environment 
is necessary,” Gamboa said. 

Sponsors of the session were 
the SEDB the National Book 
Store Foundation, Hiyas Pub- 
lishing, Digna Aquino, Library 
Hub Coordinator of the Division. 
of Pasig and San Juan cities. 

The next INQUIRER Read- 
Along session is on Oct. 27, 10 
a.m., at the İNQURER office on 
Chino Roces Avenue in Makati 
City. Movie actress Ara Mina is 
the featured reader. 

Interested parties may call 
Ellen Caparros or Girlie Refran 
at Tel. No. 897-8808, local 329. 
Those interested in donating 
books to the program may also 
send an e-mail to inquirer- 
readalong@inquirer.com.ph. 
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From page Al 
cise has been marred by vote-buying and 
flying voters. 

Parents and SK candidates in Barangay Pobla- 
cion North have allegedly engaged in registering 
SK voters who are not from the barangay, said 
Councilor Michael Tiongson of Solano town. 

In Aritao town, residents said some local 
officials were virtually dictating the outcome 
of the barangay elections by handpicking 
those who were supposed to file their candi- 
dacies and forcing others to withdraw. 

Candidates belonging to one slate in Don 
Mariano Perez village in Bayombong town 
have been conducting vaccination of pet dogs. 

* wish it is election period every day be- 
cause our barangay and SK officials become 
hyperactive during these times. They are so 
nice, so hardworking, so visible, always 
smiling and shaking hands left and right,” 
said Dexter Divad of the Solano police. 

In Laoag City, former Vice Mayor Marlon 
Manuel said the voters were not vulnerable 
to vote-buying because they would likely 
choose candidates who are their relatives. 

“There is no room for 3Gs (goons, guns, 
gold). When they go to the precincts, voters 
"will think about whether the candidate has 
been a good neighbor, if he had helped him in 
some way or whether he isa relative,” he said. 


Dynasties 

But like any election, the SK and barangay 
polls are used as vehicles for families to either 
perpetuate or expand political dynasties. 

In Laoag, those joining the polls include 
Chevylle Fariñas, wife of Mayor Michael 
Farifias, who is running unopposed. 

Ruben Ablan, a son of Ilocos Norte Rep. 
Roque Ablan Jr, is also running for baran- 
gay captain. 

Except for a shooting incident in Bolinao, 
Pangasinan, on Friday night, in which two 
village leaders—one of them a council can- 
didate—were hurt, the start of the cam- 
paign period was peaceful, police said. 

For some candidates in Benguet, it’s pay- 
back time. 

Several candidates have asked for finan- 
cial help from provincial officials whom 
they helped get elected in May. 

Almost every candidate in Baguio City 
were discussing waste management in their 
campaign. 


Central Luzon 

In Barangay San Vicente in Tarlac 
streamers by a candidate for barangay 
chair hope to convey the message that if he 
wins, his barangay would be as merry as 
the inside of the popular “Bahay ni Kuya.” 

A slate of candidates in Barangay Sto. 
Cristo is trailed by a procession of placard- 
carrying supporters and children, in black 
body paint, dancing in Ati-Atihan fashion. 

In Barangay Matatalaib, five candidates 
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No SK poll in youth-less Kalayaan 


PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—KALAYAAN 
Island, located in the Spratlys in the South 
China Sea, has two candidates for baran- 
gay captain of its only village, Pag-Asa. 

The island-town has a land area of less 
than a square kilometer and 273 regis- 
tered voters. 

“Whoever is elected automatically be- 
‘comes the chair of the ABC (Association of 
Barangay Captains). He joins the municipal 
council as exofficio member and the 


for councilor called themselves the "Voltes 
5” in streamers and placards. 

Elections in Barangay San Vicente, 
though, is something to watch out for. The 
top position is being contested by former 
Tarlac City Vice Mayor Tess Cabal and for- 
mer Councilor Roy Escalona. 

In Pampanga, the second day of the cam- 
paign period took on a fiesta-ike atmosphere 
on Saturday when candidates held motorcades. 

The motorcades, at times tailed by honk- 
ing tricycles and pedicabs, wound through 
the village roads. Some candidates threw 
candies and campaign leaflets to spectators. 


Aeta candidate 

In the Mabalacat village of Marcos, Larry 
Lingay is the lone Aeta among six candi- 
dates for barangay captain. Nine Aeta men, 
however, are running for councilor. 

Also in Mabalacat, barangay captain can- 
didate Jun Castro coined a catchy phrase 
for his candidacy. In posters, he projected 
himself as the “katulong sa barangay (your 
aide in the village).” 

Siblings of politicians have joined the 
race. Atlas, the son of Mabalacat Mayor 
Marino Morales, is running for village chief 
of Dau. His younger brother is eyeing the 
chairmanship of the SK. 

In Nueva Ecija, none of the pomp and 
glitter of the past local elections have been 
observed in the campaign trail. 

The candidates, either riding on tricy- 
cles, motorcycles and "kolong-kolong" (mo- 
toreycle-driven cart used to transport 
hogs), were seen going on a house-to- 
house campaign. 

In Tabuating in San Leonardo town, an early 
substitution of candidate happened Friday when 
candidate for council member, Numeriano 
Sapiandante, was shot dead while campaigning. 
His younger brother, Atanacio, took his place. 

‘Candidates in Bataan have been knocking 
on doors of village mates to ask them what 
they can give in exchange for their votes. 

In Bulacan, candidates in uniform colored 
shirts, vests and native woven hats went 
around the villages of Bulakan, Paombong, 
Hagonoy and Guiguinto to solicit votes. 


Southern Luzon 

‘At least 800 villages in southern Luzon 
are under police watch. Some of them are 
regarded as “areas of immediate concern” 
or those where there is intense political ri- 
valry and presence of armed groups. 

Less colorful and photocopied campaign 
materials are posted on mini billboards at 
village entrances. 

Candidates are seen conducting house- 
to-house visits to introduce themselves and 
distribute fliers. 

“We are also going to be conducting a can- 
didates' forum so those who are running can 
introduce themselves and their platforms,” 
said a village resident in Daraga, Albay. 

In Laguna, candidates attended Mass at the 
start of the campaign period to pray for victory. 

1n San Pablo City candidates had themselves. 
blessed by their parish priest after attending 
Mass as their way of ensuring that they win. 

Palawan's largest village in terms of land. 
area and population, Barangay San Pedro, 
has more than 300 candidates vying for 
seven slots in the village council. 

"Many are running for council member for 
the allowance. It is a measure of unemploy- 
ment and the lack of livelihood in the place, 
Ruel Caralipio, a radio station manager, said. 


Vote-buying 

In many barangays in Cebu City, candidates 
launched their campaign early Friday with mo- 
torcades for the well-funded and house-to- 
house visits for those with small campaign kiny. 

In Leyte, a barangay captain in Tacloban 
City admitted that she would pay each vot- 
er as much as P500 in return for their sup- 


provincial association of barangay captains," 
said Allan Arinos, a municipal employee. 

There is no Sangguniang Kabataan 
election in Kalayaan, as there is not a sin- 
gle registered youth voter there. 

Election officials said arrangements 
have been made for a military plane to 
transport the election inspectors to the is- 
land on Election Day. They will be flown 
back to this city after the voting. Redemp- 
to Anda, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


port. She is facing four rivals for the post 
she has held for the past five years. 

Lorenzo Castellano, who was village 
chief of Ortiz in Iloilo City for 12 years, said 
vote-buying was also happening in the 
barangay elections although these were 
supposedly a nonpartisan exercise. 

Castellano, who is running for barangay 
councilor, said candidates were spending 
larger amounts to win because the monthly. 
honorarium for officials was significant, es- 
pecially in big barangays. 

He said some candidates were spending 
from P50-P100 to buy votes. 

While candidates are only allowed to, 
spend P3 per voter, campaign materials. 
have become expensive and sophisticated. 

In the past, candidates used posters made 
from sack, Manila paper or cartolina but 
some candidates now have glossy pictures 
and slogans on tarpaulin, Castellano said. 

Campaign handbills used to be handwrit- 
ten but these are now photocopied or print- 
ed, he added. 

In Cebu City, some candidates have their 
own headquarters blaring campaign jingles 
while others have to make do with handing 
out handbills or pasting campaign posters, 

Still others showed their well-funded cam- 
paign machinery during the first day of the 
campaign period by holding a motorcade. 


Uncontested polls 

In Maguindanao, provincial administra- 
tor Norie Unas said 90 percent of elective 
posts in the provinces 234 barangays 
‘would not be contested. 

The situation is similar to what took 
place in the province during the May 14 
elections, when most elective posts were 
dominated by politicians identified with 
Gov Datu Andal Ampatuan. 

“Barangay candidates who were endorsed 
from the level of community caucuses will be 
unopposed. And there are still efforts in the 
consultation level to make it 100-percent un- 
opposed, depending on the outcome of fur- 
ther consultation," Unas said. 

In Digos City in Davao del Sur, candi- 
dates wearing colorful T-shirts distributed 
leaflets with their superimposed photos 
and asking people to vote for them. 

But in rebel-influenced areas, the mood is 
different. In at least five villages of Pildt in 
North Cotabato, security remains uncertain. 

Mohali Salik, whose group petitioned the 
Comelec to move the voting from Rajamuda, 
Baguinged, Buliok Proper, Barongis and 
Kabasalan to Gli-Gii, said armed men had been 
waming residents against voting on Oct. 29. 

In Parang, Shariff Kabunsuan, Gov. Zaldy 
Ampatuan of the Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao said he was seeking the 
help of Muslim religious leaders for the 
conduct of peaceful balloting. 

The police said 199 of the region’s 2,475 
barangays were deemed risky for both vot- 
ers and candidates because of the presence 
ofarmed groups. 

In Pagadian City, the barangay elections 
have become an opportunity for at least sev- 
en local journalists to enter politics. One of 
them is running for village chair while six 
others are aspiring to be council members. 

Reports from Gabriel Cardinoza, Peter La. 
Julian, Melvin Gascon, Delmar Carifio, 
Cristina Arzadon, Vincent Cabreza and De- 
siree Calusa, Inquirer Northern Luzon; 
Russell Arador, Anselmo Roque, Tonette 
Orejas, Carmela Reyes and Greg Refrac- 
cion, Inquirer Central Luzon; Ephraim 
Aguilar, Jaymee Gamil, Romulo Ponte, Ger- 
ald Gene Querubin and Madonna Virola, 
Inquirer Southern Luzon; Junex Napalla- 
can, Nestor Burgos Jr, Carla P Gomez, Joey 
Gabieta and Ven Labro, Inquirer Visayas; 
and Nash Maulana, Edwin Fernandez, Al- 
lan Nawal, Aquiles Zonio, Charlie Sefiase 
and Dennis Santos, Inquirer Mindanao 
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Acts of heroism rise from the rubble 


From page Al privacy is kept.” meant keeping one’s emotions 
truck when four of the x Binay and Melendres have in check. 
wounded stepped out of the had plenty of experience in res- “When you're at the scene, 
exit of the mall and came ear, T, » cue work, having responded to you just cannot allow your fe 
rushing to them, pleading for | üzdə % previous major blasts in Metro İngs to come out. You may feel 
help. dits Manila, including the Rizal Day pity or sympathy, but you have 
“I remember they were SN å bombings in 2000 and the to hold back and focus on the 
three women and a man. “ə Valentine's Day bus bombing in job,” he said. 
They had deep cuts in the E 3 : Makati two years ago. Melendres, who has not 
arms, torso and head,” Me- ki M They also helped in retrieval gone home for the past two 
Tendres said. F e operations during the tragic days, said all the rescue team 
å stampede that marred a noon- members would undergo 
Adrenaline pumping a time show at the Ultra stadium stress debriefing at the end of 
“My team took them one by : in Pasig City last year. their mission. 
one to the ambulance for first Binay, who received training “It’s only then when we can 
aid," he said. “A few seconds lat- İİ ğ in rescue work in the United let go and release ali our pent- 
er, I saw the first body.” Agere s States, said doing rescue work up feelings,” he said. 
“Our adrenaline was high 
and we wanted to attend to ev- 
eryone, but we didn't have 
enough men.” 
Just then, others who were 
unhurt saw their predicament 
and began to help. 
Someone helped carry an el- 
derly man who had apparently 
broken his leg. Another man 
was seen assisting a bloodied 
woman. AN AMERICAN walks outside the upscale Glorietta shopping mall, site of Friday's explosion that E / 
Yet another was heard whis- least 11 people, in the financial district of Makati City. “üə Samer asir 
pering words of comfort to an ARER 
uninjured but shell-shocked lit. out,” Melendres said. to assist the survivors and re- doctor had seen to her, They İL” 2 Kr 


de girl. 2 trieve the dead,” he said. were obviously traumatized,” 
g Easing the burden We 


Nameless ones He saw the guard cradling an Color-coding å 

“When they came and volun- injured woman and taking her Binay said the rescue teams Improvised morgue 
teered help, I felt humbled,” to an ambulance. “Then he had a color-coordinated system Another young man who was 
Councilor Jejomar Erwin Binay rushed back to the site to help for dealing with victims. covered with dust appeared un- 
said of the doctor and the nurse others even if he had no way of "Green is for those who are hurt, but he looked stunned and İ For added safety entre NEW GENERATION 
who had offered medical assis- knowing if the structure was se: OK, yellow for those with minor would not respond, “I told him | Zreck out our ELCS models NOE FEATURES. 
tance. cure,” he said. injuries, red for those who need to just relax, You're OK, you're | Swewebr 

He did not even get the More than the physical assis- immediate attention, and black OK," Binay said. SEACOM, INC. å erste et 
chance to ask for their names. tance, Melendres said the psy- is for the dead," said Binay, who — Melendres' team retrieved j^) Facio TESI Els wocenicdyeir tor : 


"I thought that its during dif- chological impact of getting also took part in the rescue op- four of the first bodies recov- SEACOM-CEBU SEACOM-DAVAO 


ficult times like this that our be- help from others contributed in erations. ered from the site. "We made a fend mts eee 209 Us Baarn, Doo Cry 


ing Filipino comes out,” said Bi- a big way to their mis- But even those classified as temporary morgue near Park Since 1951 Tal Most) 28247127 832) 2324716 erase on. 
nay, who heads the Makati Res- sion—and, perhaps, helped green sometimes needed help, Square where we deposited the | 1... c 
ic A Abad me 
cue Team and is the son of May- make their work more bear- too. bodies,” he said. aed: Cons. gone Bota * aiviow- Oty Gunni b.” Mandaluyong Up oun bet Sa 
or Jejomar Binay. able. Binay recalled two little girls, “When we handle cadavers, |; das , Go Ere aie Agde RAC tarmar i Ec. 15 ver Corns Ma, Sr 
Melendres, the operation of. “There were many people out apparently unhurt, who were we take care that the dignity of | ue: Pampanga EF iro asaq Sons nar Shee bən ann Roms eciam] 
ficer of the Makati Rescue there who helped us, and clinging to their mother whose person is preserved,” Melendres | jmdn t vene: ec esos Enema Ls Umen ED Ted "Bogue iy. Coco ria "US 
Team, recalled other heroic though I don't know them all, leg had been fractured. said Soins: ps Sea. oos Sur Sot Gry th Oct udma r Ney Cy ose ed 
acts. I'm very thankful to them,” he — “The younger one looked like “One of the victims was de- | Eommal erm ag i Eanes Pama Exon ag Paanan inn eat bre 
“There was a security guard said. she was fine, but the older girl capitated, so I placed the head İ neper: den tena Pars Tan Condo Lei uş En» Gna Taan, Son Joe 
who had ash all over him and Reinforcements to the squad would not let go of her mother. near the body and wrapped it in İ Sron vues Supe sabeia: Como Untied Morcandaeg YİSAYA : Cebu : Cam "stc Yurdun: Big 
there was blood on his shirt, arrived within 10 minutes. “İn So I talked to the mother and a blanket. We wrapped all the | Bots "emt er cn fə ti Dems uae anna ban Cy bəyəm Me Gram 
but he was helping others all, 40 of our 45 members came told her to go home once the bodies in blankets so that their | SwinEmepses-Gace ane -Surgun Cy: EDU Homes Etpa 


for anything related to electricity, see our site MERALCO 


may liwanag ang buhay 


S'AGRI-AGREE:» 


s Agrarian Reform Initiative for Agricultural Economic Empowerment 


KEY TO GROWTH & PRODUCTIVITY 


BUSINESS CONFERENCE 


OPEN LETTER 


To H.E. President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
Malacafiang Palace, Manila 


Your Excellency, 


We write to bring to your attention the true, and tragically sad state 
of the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program and the equally dire 
conditions of the farmer beneficiaries whose lives are supposed to be 
uplifted by CARP. It is our hope that their dreams, and your own recent 
call for a Reformed CARP during your State of the Nation Address will 
be genuinely answered and acted upon by our legislators. We hear you, 
Madame President, and our people need your help. 


Most respectfully yours, 


The Metro Bacolod Chamber of Commerce and Industry 


A COVENANT FOR GROWTH 
AND PRODUCTIVITY 


RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE DELEGATES TO THE VISAYAS AREA BUSINESS 
CONFERENCE OF THE PHILIPPINE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY HOSTED 
BY THE METRO BACOLOD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AT L'FISHER HOTEL FROM 7-9 
SEPTEMBER 2007, ENTITLED: 


“TO ADVOCATE AND SUPPORT A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY, REVIEW AND 
ASSESSMENT OF THE CARP AND ITS IMPLEMENTATION BY THE DAR PRIOR TO 
ANY LEGISLATIVE AND EXECUTIVE ACTIONS ON THE MATTER AND SUCH OTHER 
MATTERS HEREIN STATED.” 


WHEREAS, the demands of globalization on a primarily agricultural country like the Philippines 
necessitates the optimization of land use and productivity, as well as the development and promotion 
of downstream agri-business industries while remaining faithful to the ideals of the comprehensive 
agrarian reform program; 


WHEREAS, these ideals of economic empowerment of agrarian reform beneficiaries (ARBs) 
through equitable redistribution of land, as well as the development of support services and opportunities 
for industry diversification have not been achieved, with the lack of investment incentives for landowners 
and other businessmen typified by the undervaluation of CARP-covered lands and the protracted payment 
period of compensation to landowners, even those who have made voluntary offers to sell, and the non- 
provision of support services to ARBs; 


WHEREAS, the lack of support services such as financing, irrigation, farm to market roads and 
technology transfer may be attributed to lack of funds owing to government's inability to collect 
amortizations and real-property taxes from the ARBs who are unable to realize profits from their land, 
chiefly due to the very lack of these support services; 


WHEREAS, a joint study conducted by the Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) and the German 
Technical Cooperation (GTZ) found that more than Php100 billion has already been spent for CARP; 
by 2003 Land Bank has advanced Php 4.6 billion for it; and from 1987 to 2004, the estimated collectibles 
from amortization payments was reported at Php 14.3 billion, but the actual amount collected was only 
Php 2.5 billion or 17.6%. 


WHEREAS, there is a glaring absence of the direct coordination, participation and supervision of 
the local government units in the implementation of the CARP such that problems affecting the LGU 
become reactive rather than pro-active to include but not limited to peace and order, land taxation and 
the like; 


WHEREAS, just and speedier compensation of landowners and the granting of incentives to 
agricultural and agri-business investors are inappropriately addressed; 


WHEREAS, conflict resolutions amongst and between all stakeholders can best be attained through 
serious review and understanding of all issues, concerns and interests of all towards a progressive 
Agrarian Reform Initiative for Agricultural Economic Empowerment (AGRI-AGREE) and social justice; 


WHEREAS, the need to unite the diverse interests of all CARP stakeholders must heed the call for 
a reformed agrarian initiative responsive to the realities of globalization. 


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, to advocate and 
support for a comprehensive study, review and assessment of the CARP and its implementation by the 
DAR prior to any legislative and executive action on the matter. 


RESOLVED, FURTHER to ensure the protection of the rights of all stakeholders as enshrined and 
guaranteed by the Constitution, 


RESOLVED, LIKEWISE, to seek a moratorium in the implementation of contentious aspects of 


any CARP procedures as may be deemed necessary by mutual agreement of the implementing entities 
of government; 


RESOLVED, LIKEWISE, to provide for provision of infrastructure, financial and appropriate 
support services to ensure the optimum use and productivity of the redistributed land and uplift the 
standard of living of ARBs; 


RESOLVED, SIMILARLY, to recommend the direct participation and supervision of the local 
government units in the implementation of the CARP, including the proper identification and selection 
of ARBs, collection of taxes and amortizations, and maintenance of peace and order; 


RESOLVED, SIMILARLY to call for just and speedier compensation of landowners and the 
granting of incentives to agricultural and agri-business investors; 


RESOLVED, FURTHER, to advocate and move towards a progressive Agrarian Reform Initiative 
for Agricultural Economie Empowerment (AGRI-AGREE). 


RESOLVED, FINALLY, to endorse strongly to the Philippine Business Conference of the Philippine 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry in plenary session this coming October 2007 that all CARP 
stakeholders must heed the call of “Unity in Diversity” move spearheaded by Her Excellency President 
GLORIA MACAPAGAL ARROYO for a reformed agrarian initiative responsive to the realities of 
globalization. 


CLAIMS 


CARP "succeeding" on the basis of the distribution of 3.72-M hectares of land 
to 4.02-M farmer-beneficiaries. 

The lives of farmer beneficiaries and their families are being uplifted and farm 
productivity is improving. 

CARP simply needs to be extended some more years to ensure its completion, 


THE TRUTH 


As Revealed in The April 2007 
DAR-German Economic Cooperation (GTZ) Study 


© Philippine Agriculture is in a “state of distress”. The social and economic 
conditions in the rural communities are not any better that 10 years ago. 
Macro policies are biased against agriculture. The “agricultural trade balance” 
has had a clear deteriorating trend since the enactment of CARP with the 
country transformed from a net agricultural exporter into a net agricultural 
importer by mid-1980's. 


34 years of agrarian reform "falled to significantly reduce rural poverty levels". 


DAR has concentrated mainly on land redistribution, without considering 
viability and support services. 


CARP implementation beset by misplaced priorities and misallocation 
of resources. 60% of total disbursement goes to salaries of a “bloated 
bureaucracy” as DAR has 15,000 officials and employees. 


26% of FBs have sold their lands. in Nueva Ecija, 41% and in Laguna, as 
high as 53% selling and mortgaging their lands and 26% in Quezon and 
35% In Iloilo. Surveys by the Center for Peasant Education and Services 
(CPES ) in Southern Tagalog and Central Luzon showed 3 out of 5 holders 
of CLOAs or EPs have sold their right or mortgaged and then abandoned 
thelr properties without paying. 


‘Government allocated only about 50% of needed funds. Land Bank has to 
advance up to P4.5 billion way beyond its credit line from World Bank of only 
P1 billion. 


There Is really no landowner resistance to CARP as Voluntary Offers of Sale 
(VOS) accounted for 120% accomplishment of DAR target while Voluntary 
Land Transfers (VLT) accounted for 180% accomplishment, As to total land 
area, VOS accounted for 30% while compulsory acquisition by DAR accounted 
for only16%. 


There was lack of support services and credit. Technology and support 
services were needed to make FBs successful. No government loans available 
to FBs who had to borrow at interest rates of 24.7%. DAR admits that about 
3 million FBs out of 4 million FBs did not receive any support services. 


The collection of amortization payments from CARP beneficiaries at a dismal 
17.8% rate. As of 2005, estimated collectibles from FBs was P14.3 billion 
with actual amount collected was only P2.5 billion. 


41% of CARP beneficiaries 
do not till land given to them 


BACOLOD City — The Office of Negros Occidental Gov. Joseph Marañon revealed 
that 41 percent of the total of 111,752 Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries or ARBs in 
Negros Occidental no longer til the land awarded to them through the Comprehensive 
Agrarian Reform Program or CARP. 


According to Atty. Jose Marie Valencia, the team tasked by Marafion to survey 


and make an actual inventory of lands given to farmer beneficiaries had already 
finished the first phase of their activity and discovered a very revealing information 
as to the status of the CARP implementation in the province. 


Valencia said the first phase of the CARP inventory was to locate and identify 
the actual ARBs in the province based on the data given to them by the Provincial 
Agrarian Reform Office (PARO). 


He said that the 25,336 ARBs representing 41 percent of the total ARBs that are 
not in possession of the land awarded to them anymore have either sold their rights 
to the land, leased them or returned them to their former employers or landlords. 


The province will focus on the remaining 59 percent of the ARBs in its second 
phase of the inventory, which will determine if CARP helped in alleviating their status 
in life. 


Valencia said, "We have noticed that farm workers who had made a joint venture 
with their employers are doing better compared to ARBs that started on their own." 


Valencia added that they were able to discover that farms awarded to ARBs 
nearer to urban centers particularly in Bacolod City have the most number of 
beneficiaries that gave up their lands. 


The chief of staff of Marañon is positive that they can finish the inventory in two 
weeks time this October and make a final evaluation of the impact of CARP in the 
province. 


A copy of the evaluation will be given to President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and 
members of Congress for their reference in deciding on whether to terminate CARP 
after it expires next year, or extend it. 


Valencia added that the report will include listings of ARBs with multiple Certificates 
of Land Ownership Award or CLOAs, the problem of local governments in collecting 
real property taxes on lands awarded to ARBs, and the status with Land Bank of the 
Philippines on payments made by the ARBs for their amortization 


"We received reports that it is the national government that pays the amortization 
of beneficiaries and it is unfair because it is the taxpayers’ money that is being used," 
Valencia said. 


‘Source: Panay News October 2, 2007 
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By Cynthia D. Balana speed, or shabu, resulting in the 
arrest of some Filipinos and Thais, 
according to an English daily in 
Manama. 

The crackdown on illegal 


drugs prompted the Depart- 


" Pinoys nabbed 
in Bahrain 
for shabu use 


NOW ON ITS 3RD WEEK! 


Journey back in time with Jesus as though you are in Jerusalem... 


BAHRAIN HAS LAUNCHED A 
crackdown against users and traf- 
fickers of methamphetamine hy- 
drochloride, also known as meth, 


Experience His Passion, Death, and Resurrection in a 
touching lights and sound exhibit. 


Discover the history and science behind one of the 
world's most precious treasures... 


Go on a pilgrimage and witness the exposition of what is believed 
to be the burial cloth of Jesus Christ lie in the Cathedral in Turin, Italy. 


Catch this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity! 
Turk MYSTERY OF 
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SM Mall of Asia (Ground Floor, South Wing, Entertainment Mall 
September 8 to December 9, 2007 « 10:00 A.M, to 10:00 P.M. 
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For more Information and ticket reservations, please contact 
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drugs," Maglaya said, 


In its latest issue, the Bahrain 
Tribune quoted Brigadier Tariq 
Mubarak Bin Daena, Bahrain's 
Deputy Chief of Public Security, 
as saying that 39 people, mostly 
expatriates, were arrested in 
shabu-related raids in the past 
six months. Ten of them were 
women, 


ment of Foreign Affairs to issue 
a warning to Filipinos working 
or transiting in Bahrain. 

The Filipinos and Thais were 
arrested for using and selling 
the banned substance during 

sting operations by 

Bahraini police. 
Citing the report of 

Philippine Ambas- 


sador to Manama Eduardo Pablo 
Maglaya, the DFA said the Gulf 
kingdom has announced that 
tougher penalties would be meted 
out on those caught with the pro- 
hibited drug. 

ipinos entering Bahrain 
are advised to be wary of pack- 
ages that are sent through them 
as these may contain illegal 


1 Speak out loud with 
Focus 505 Portable PA System 


y Focus 505 Features 


* available in CD, Single or 
Duqlayiraless:syslemioptonal, 

* USB port connection 

* Built-in power amplifier 

* True battery operation eliminates 
all cables so you can take iam, 

3. Can Project to a ctowd of 200 people. 


Q 
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m 
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Model: V2SR Dual wireless System w/ CD Player & USB Port 
Plus Carrying Bag &Tripod Stand 
P 33,100.00 


mmeerne #25 Shaw Blvd. Pasig Cily Tel £: 638-3624, 631-9263 Fax #: 631-9250 


Republic of the Philippines 
CITY OF ALAMINOS 
Province of Pangasinan 


NOTICE 


The City Government of Alaminos invites interested parties 
to submit their proposals relative to the implementation 
of the following projects: `s, 

Solid Waste Processing Plant, `, 
Potable Water Supply for Bulk Selling to the 
Alaminos Water District for Distribution 
Establishment of Modular Sewage ànd 
Sewerage Processing Plant 7 E 
Supply of Various Heavy Equipment 


F 


Proponents arè hereby directed to indicate iri their proposal 
1) funding options; 2) mode of implementation; and 
3) other options for consideration'by the City. 


Please submit your proposal to the City Planning and 
Development Office on-or before November 30, 2007. 


ENGR. EDUARDO A. GARCIA 
Contact Nos. : 0927-878-0193 
(075) 654-1099 


32-HOUR WATER CUTOFF IN MANILA AND QC DUE | 
TO SIMULTANEOUS INTERCONNECTION WORKS 


SOME areas of Manila and Quezon City will have no water for 32 hours starting at 1 a.m., Saturday, 
October 27, 2007 until 9:00 a.m., Sunday. October 28, 2007. 

The water service interruption is due to the simultaneous interconnection of four primary 
pipelines. as well as other operational maintenance works. to be done by Maynilad Water in various 
points of Manila to improve water supply to affected areas. 

The four interconnection works to be done in Manila are the following: 

|. 2.000/1,200-mm primary line to existing 1,200-mm line along Magsaysay Blvd. comer 
VG Cruz St 
2. 1,200-mm service pipe to existing 1,350-mm line along Magsaysay Blvd. comer Hipodromo 


s. 

3. 1,200-mm line to existing 1,350-mm line along Anonas St. cor. Calle Teresa 

4. §00-mm line to existing 750-mm line along Recto Ave. comer T. Alonzo. 

The areas that will have no water for 32 hours in Manila are the following: 

Whole of Sta. Mesa, San Miguel, Quiapo and Pandacan. 

Portions of Paco bounded by Creek on the West and Pres. Quirino on the Northeast 
and Southeast. 

Portions of Binondo bounded by Estero del Binondo, Estero dela Reina, CM Recto, 
Estero de Magdalena, Estero dela Reina and Pasig River. 

Portions of Sta. Cruz bounded by CM Recto, Estero de Magdalena, Muelle de Banco 

Bambang Est. Estero de Magdalena, CM Recto and Antoni 

Rivera; Bambang Ext, Maybaligue, Quezon Blvd., CM Recto and Estero de Magdalena; 
Recto, Quezon Bivd., Pasig River and Estero dela Reina; CM Recto, Estero de San Miguel, Pasig 
River and Quezon Bhd. 

Portions of Tondo bounded by Moriones, Haya, CM Recto and Juan Luna. 

of Sampaloc (Batanes, G. Tuazon, Gov. Forbes, España, portion of Recto, 
Earnshaw, San Anton, Legarda). 

“Affected areas in Quezon City are the following barangays: Don Manuel, Doña Auror 
Doña Imelda, Santol, Sto. Niño and San Isidro. 

Besides the interconnections, Maynilad Water will also do maintenance works at the Tondo 
Pumping Station and a valve insertion on the 900-mm CIP line along J.P. Laurel, Mendiola, Manila. 


Site Metal re Welding (SMAN) 
PINZE 


Be a highly led welder in wo weeks! 
Avol oi PGMA Training for Work 
Scholonship Program for GMA. 
(Gas Melo Ar Welding) 


for Work Scholarship Program 
Je Most rans 
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NOW OPEN MFI-CALAMBA BRANCH 
Enrollment on-going 
Also offering customized courses. 


Brgy. Uno-Crossing, Calamba, Laguna 


TM Tis 


Visit us at 2/F Calamba Executive Center 


Call or text: 0906-234713, 049-502-1640 - 41 
-— 


gus 


"To alleviate the water situation of affected residents, Maynilad will be deploying a total of 
47 mobile water tankers. Affected customers are nonetheless advised to store water good for the 
duration of the water service interruption. 

“These repair and maintenance works are part of Maynilad”s continuing program to upgrade 
the water system and bring more water to these arcas in the south. 

For more information, customers may call Maynilad Water Hotlines 1626 or 
4362000, or text Maynilad 2898 for the water-rationing schedule. 

‘Our apologies for the inconvenience. 

Ang proyektong ito ay sa pagtutulungan ng Lungsod ng Maynila, Lungsod ng Quezon, at 
ng Maynilad para sa tuloy-tuloy na pag-unlad ng Metro Manila. 


l 
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Megadike eyed in lahar-affected town 


IROSIN, SORSOGON—GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
are considering a megadike to solve the recurring 
threat of lahar and mudflow that had ravaged at 
least five villages here. 

‘The idea sprang from a con- A similar project will be con- 
ference of local officials, heads sidered in the villages of Mapa- 
of concerned governmentagen- so, Patag and Monbon, if found 
cies, and Rep. Jose Solisafteran advantageous to the residents, 
ocular inspection of the lahar- he added. 
affected areas on Thursday. The Municipal Disaster Coor- 

Solis said the megadike was dinating Council, however, is not 
part of a master plan being drawn keen on the idea, saying it might 
up by an interagency group, just be an exercise in futility. 
which would be submitted to Ben Gabionsa, municipal engi- 
President Macapagal-Arroyo dur- neer and MDCC coordinator, said 
ing her visit today to Legazpi City: the better option was to vacate 

The plan will also contain part of Cogon and spend the 
such components as relocation money to be allocated for the dike 
sites, livelihood and other basic to the improvement of a perma- 
facilities for the affected resi- nent relocation site. 
dents, he said. Gabionsa said the local gov- 

Solis, who chairs the newly ernment unit had already pur- 
created House committee on Bi- chased a three-hectare lot for 


col economic recovery and de- the purpose. . | MASSKARA FESTIVAL 
velopment, said funding for the As of now, at least 106 fami- | Revelers in colorful masks start celebrating the 28th Masskara Festival, a month long merrymaking, dining and street dancing in Bacolod 


master plan would be shoul- lies—70 from Cogon and 36 | cj s 
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ment and the concerned local bon—have to be transferred 
governments. permanently, R 2 PETE E 
XU aisoneardte "roti tor se wee ADU behind slay of Misuari liaison man, says cop exec 
would be constructed in Baran- concept. 
gay Cogon to redirect the water Gabionsa said he had already ZAMBOANGA CITY—ABU said Abdurahman (notJainalas Amo, was also killed. threats to his life. 
flow to its original channel. talked with the head of the De- Sayyaf bandits were believed to earlier reported) Jamasali, was Goltiao refused to identify Buanza is an MNLF 
Solis said Cogon residents partment of Public Works and be behind the killing of the liai- talking to his attackers when the suspects pending pursuit stronghold, but both Dolorfino 
would have to be relocated as Highways’ Second Engineering son officer of jailed Moro Nation- shot. operations. and Goltiao said some Abu 
recommended by the Office of District, and requested that fu- al Liberation Front (MNLF) lead- Goltiao said Jamasali’s Maj. Gen. Benjamin Dolorfi- Sayyaf members frequented the 
Civil Defense, but they could ture infrastructure plans in the er Nur Misuari in Sulu last week. wounds in the face and hands no, Philippine Marine Corps area. Jamasali had openly criti- 
choose to return when the dan- affected areas be coordinated Chief Supt. Joel Goltiao, po- “also indicated that he tried to commandant, said Misuari had cized the Abu Sayyaf for its ter- 
ger of lahar and mudflow is re- with the MDCC. Bobby Q. Laba- lice chief for the Autonomous cover his face.” repeatedly warned Jamasalinot rorand extortion acts. Julie S. 
duced once the dike is built. lan, Inquirer Southern Luzon Region in Muslim Mindanao, Jamasalis driver, Wishar to go to Buanza because of Alipala, Inquirer Mindanao 


Smuggled NewsBriers. .. 


MEW L OR vehicles, 3 kids dead in grenade blast 


clothes ILIGAN CITY—Three children were killed while seven others were 


1 Å wounded when a grenade exploded in the hinterland village of Digkila- 
ear-round Fares “sua "Eze 
SPO2 Mahatma Bajolo, duty officer at the Police Station 3, identified the 


fatalities as Mary Ann Baton, 15, Rosele Enlod, 4 and Dennis Daligdig, 11. 
By Jolene Bulambot — Police arrested Wilfredo Tapnay, who allegedly lobbed the grenade at a 
Book ear ly and pay less. Inquirer Visayas group led by Francis Baton. Tapnay told the Inoue that he owned the 
- grenade, Richel V.Umel, Inquirer Mindanao 
x zər - CEBU CITY—THE EM 5 
isi LE FOSSE Bureau of Customs in Army soldier dies defending passengers 
z E Cebu uncovered P7 LUCENA CITY—An Army sergeant died on Thursday while trying to de- 
million worth of fend passengers of a Bicol-bound bus from a group of robbers. 
Cebu to Bacolod, Clark, Davao, smuggled — vehicles — Maj Randolph Cabangbang of the Army's Southern Luzon Command 
å : and used clothing said SSgt. Pedro Caraga, who was assigned to the Solcom adjutant of- 
Kalibo or Puerto Princesa valued at P8 million fic, was on board a Raymond bus traveling along the Maharlika High- 
cag Ws vans way in Barangay Bebito, Lopez, Quezon when three armed men posing 
: Octo i m Korea. as passengers declared a holdup. 
ekle minske Hb ig February 29, 2008 Customs Com- The soldier immediately drew his 46 cal. service firearm to protect the 
Promo Ie sok anadan. = 1 missioner Napoleon passengers, But one of the robbers who was siting behind Caraga shot him 
= s Morales opened on several times In different parts of the body. The solder ied on the spot. The 
3 ves fed bird z robbers quickly escaped after the shooting. 
" - x ə util- Li, Gen. Rodolfo Obaniana, Solcom chief, halled the heroism of the 
mål ING LERNATIONZ A E " ityvehicles. Another victim, "Ha exhibited courage despite being outnumbered and his gal- 
€ had 120000 laniryfollsd what could have been a successful robbery; Obanlanå sald 
lograms use 4 2 
G ua ngzhou 0 in a statement. E Delfin T. Mallar! Jr., Inquirer Southern Luzon 
Taipei* ] Customs officials Alleged gunman in solon’s slay nabbed 
s said each vehicle CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Agents of the Criminal Investigation and 
Xiamen could be sold at Detection Group (CIDG) arrested one of the alleged gunmen of slain 
P250,000 locally. Abra Rep. Luls Bersamin ir. Ina rald on his safehouse at the boundary 
Morales said the of Antipolo City and Baras, Rizal. on Oct. 20. 
Bangkok used vehicles were — CIDG-Calabarzon chief Senior Supt. Mark Edison Belarma sald Son- 
H K R. consigned to Sollano ny Taculao, 41, of Makati City, was Identified as one of at least three 
ong Kong sə = ie men who shot Bersamin shortly after he attended the wedding of his 
ing, to Budiac niece at Mt. Carmel Church In Quezon City on Dec. 16, 2006. 
Kuala Lumpur Marketing, both Marlon Ramos, Inquirer Southern Luzon 
Macau į based in Cebu. 
He ordered Cebu Nagearlan holds Kalang-Kalang fest 
Customs to start for- SAN PABLO CITY—The centuries-old municipality of Nagcarlan In La- 
Jakarta j feiture proceedings guna is preparing forts celebration of the 20th Kalang-Kalang Festival 
Shanghai onthe seized items. gn Oct. 24-28. 
si g x regent yayib Nagcarian Mayor Alejandro C. Malabag sald the festival was named Kalang- 
į bureau might auction Kalang to symbolize the town's bountiful harvests of agro-Industrlal products. 
Hu Å off the vehicles and Tüe festival is a five-day celebration showcasing the products. The 
A drott tom Maria tum over the clothing town, which has 52 barangays, produces vegetables, which account for 
* Also wth Grec tigres ku tor Cebu to the Department of 80 percent of its products and from which most of its revenues come. 
vo meng Social Welfare and Activities lined up include exhibits, agricultural product sales and 
Development. contest of the best among local farm produce. 
Disrit Collector ‘Romulo 0. Ponte, Inquirer Southern Luzon 
Ricardo Belmonte said 
. . . the Customs was in- 
Hollo + Manila to Laoag “ Legaspi ue 
ing of all container 
Cebu to Cagayan de Oro * Zamboanga vans. 
Davao to Zamboanga ege said the 
Manila to Bacolod * Cebu » Dumaguete « ilollo ved ..... 
Kalibo * Puerto Princesa * Roxas * Tacloban + Tagbilaran ^ board MV Eagle Ex- 


cellence and MV Uni 
Manila to Butuan * Cagayan de Oro * Cotabato $ Ample, and de 
Davao “ Dipolog + General Santos “ Zamboanga clared used house- 
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DepEd execs question COA report on textbooks 


PALO, LEYTE—A GOVERN- 
ment audit finding that text- 
books worth P27.7 million were 
rotting in the stock rooms of 
school divisions in Eastern 
Visayas has placed education 
regional officials in a state of 
disbelief. 

The books are old and no 
longer conform with current 
school curriculums, and they 
contain errors, Sol Matugas, re- 
gional director of the Depart- 
ment of Education, said in a 
press conference on Oct. 17. 

For these reasons, they are 
kept in the stock rooms of the 
different school divisions, said 
Matugas as she criticized the 
Commission on Audit report as 
inaccurate and unfair. 

"We cannot just dispose of 
these books say by burning. We 
can use these old books under 
our community literacy ser- 
vice,” she said. 

The COA in Eastern Visayas 
reported after an inventory 
last year that the DepEd did 
not distribute the books for 
elementary and secondary 
levels, valued at P27.7 mil- 
lion, to the schools and stu- 
dents. 


Lawyer Perlita Lim, COA re- 
gional cluster chief, said the 
value of the unused books was 
based on reports of the agen- 
y's field officers who conduct- 
ed the inventory some time last 
year. 

“And these unutilized books 
are supposed to be used by 
our elementary and sec- 
ondary students,” Lim said 
during the same press confer- 
ence. 

“Almost all the (nine) divi- 
sions under DepEd-8 were dis- 
covered to have the same prob- 
lem," she added. 

Luisa Yu, regional president 
ofthe Association of District Su- 
pervisors and district superin- 
tendent of Biliran, said some 
teachers had been reluctant to 
distribute the books because 
they would have to pay for lost 
ones. 

Ronelo Fermo, schools divi- 
sion superintendent — of 
Tacloban City admitted that 
thousands of books costing 
around P2 million were not giv- 
en to students of the Leyte Na- 
tional High School, the biggest 
secondary school in the region 
with a population of more than 


4,000 cops to be deployed 
for Eastern Visayas polls 


THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL PO- 
lice will deploy about 4,000 po- 
licemen in Eastern Visayas for the 
barangay and Sangguniang Ka- 
bataan (SK) elections next week. 
The assignment of these law- 
men, especially to “areas of con- 
cern,” will help ensure the peace- 
ful and orderly conduct of elec- 
tions in the region, police region- 
al director Chief Supt. Abner Ca- 
balquinto said on Wednesday. 
Police have identified 528 of 
the 4,391 barangays in Eastern 
Visayas as areas of concern. 
Cabalquinto said most of the 
policemen would come from 
the regional police headquar- 
ters based at Camp Ruperto 
Kangleon in Palo, Leyte. 


‘The candidates also agreed to 
police their ranks and report 
anyone who would try to buy 
votes. 


Vote buying 

“You will be the ones to en- 
force this pact,” said Evasco as 
he urged the candidates to 
gather evidence of vote buying. 

He said the municipal gov- 
ernment would help prosecute 
those who would refuse to 
abide by the agreement. 

Synchronized barangay as- 
semblies will be held today in 
the town. Teams of councilors 
for seven clustered barangays 
will inform voters that their 
candidates have agreed not to 
buy votes. 

The teams will be monitoring 
the campaign and Election Day 
itself in Maribojoc’s 22 
barangays. 

Barangays considered elec- 
tion hot spots will also be close- 
ly monitored by the municipal 
government, Evasco said. 

Gov. Erico Aumentado on Fri- 
day declared that Bohol leaders 
had agreed to stay neutral dur- 
ing the campaign period. 

In his weekly radio program, 
Aumentado said he had a pact 
with the three Bohol congress- 
men and the chapter president 
of the League of Municipalities 
of the Philippines, Jagna Mayor 
Exuperio Lloren, that the baran- 
gay and SK polls should remain 
nonpartisan. 

‘The governor directed town 
mayors to distance themselves 
from the candidates. 


Iloilo 

In lloilo City, few youths filed 
their certificates of candidacy 
(COCs) for the SK council amid 
calls for abolition of the youth 
federation. 

Jonathan Sayno, city election 
assistant, said about 200 candi- 
dates filed their COCs for SK 
chair and another 300 for the 
SK council in 180 barangays. 

Sayno said candidates were 
running unopposed in many of 
the barangays. 

Many of those who registered 
for the SK polls were discour- 
aged from running because of 
the costs of filing the COCs, in- 
cluding having them notarized, 
amounting to around P100, 
plus P250 for drug testing. 

But Sayno noted a high 
turnout of candidates for the 
barangay elections. 

Candidates flocked to the 
Comelec office to beat the dead- 
line at midnight on Oct. 19. The 
office was jam-packed, espe- 
cially between 8 p.m. and 11 
p.m., on Thursday. 

At least 2,000 candidates for 
the barangay councils and an- 
other 500 for barangay captain 
filed their certificates. 

In Maribojoc, Bohol, 561 can- 
didates for barangay and SK 
elections signed a covenant on 
Oct. 19 vowing not to give mon- 
ey during the Oct. 29 elections. 

The covenant signing was 
witnessed by officials led by 
Mayor Leoncio Evasco and the 
town’s parish priest, Efren 
Dolauta. 

İt was “a small step toward re- 
alizing a dream of a fair, clean and 
honest elections,” Evasco said. 


Pangasinan 

In Pangasinan, a village offi- 
cial and a candidate for council 
member in an upland village in 
Bolinao town were shot and 
wounded by a group of men on 
Friday night. 

Fely Anama, 59, a barangay 
councilor in Samang Sur, and 
Freddie Ariola, 48, a candidate 
for council member, were trav- 
eling on a dirt road in their vil- 
lage aboard a motorcycle at 
about 8:30 p.m. when they 
were fired at. 

Anama was hit in the right 
foot while Ariola was hit in the 
lefthand. Joey A. Gabieta and 
Nestor P Burgos Jr. and Kit 
Bagaipo, Inquirer Visayas; 
Gabriel Cardifioza, Inquirer 
Northern Luzon 


7,000, and the San Jose and tive," Fermo said. 
Sagkahan public elementary 
schools. 


Yu said the old books were 
sent to the region from the 


These books were "defec- DepEd head office in Manila 


in the 19805. 

Matugas noted that the es- 
timated value of the unused 
books was too high, consider- 


ing that majority of them 
were printed decades ago. 

Joey A. Gabieta, Inquirer 
Visayas 


WHEN THE WORLD LEADER IN DIGITAL 
IMAGING COMES UP WITH A SCANNER, 


IT'S SIMPLE ENOUGH TO PREDICT THE OUTPUT. 


THERE ARE SCANNE! 
AND THERE ARE CANON SCANNERS. 


Amazing really bow many brands and models of scanners 
youl find in office equipment stores these days. Even more amazing. 
is how most of them are manufactured by experts in calculators, 
‘mobile phones, and even toasters. 

Canon, on the other 
hand, has spent more than 
half a century capeuring the 
woddds dearest, most vibrant, 
and most coll images And 
introducing world-changing 
innovations in color 
reproduction, image 

Puc resolution, and output. Every 
Tide ding that goes into every 
one of our products is geared towards pung, storing, and producing 
more and more brilliant images 

And our scanners are no exception. 


ITS NOT SCANNING. ITS IMAGING. 


“Scanning” literally 
means a quick, cursory 
look-over, in this case, 
of adocument or 
photograph. And well 
be the first to say that 
most scanners do their 
job perfectly. 

"They most certainly live up to their name. 

However, if we were to live up to ours, our scanners 
have to do more than just scan. They have to be machines that 
will pore over every square inch of your document. And capture 
every letter, line, and color so briliantly you can practically file the 
images in a photo album, much less your “My Documents” folder. 

So if scanning is all you want—and all you really plan on 
doing with the ourput—by all means, try other brands. Try them 
all in fact 

Butif your business requires constant reference to records, 
reports, statements, invoices—documents thar demand pinpoint 
precision and clarity—we advise you look at a Canon. 

Otherwise, you might be missing something, 


YOND DOCUMENTATIQI 


With a Canon DR Color Scanner, you aren't just going 
beyond scanning, You're also going beyond merely digitizing your 
documents and saving office spacc. 

After all, space isn’t the only thing you'll be saving with 
a Canon. You'll also be saving precious time with its simple, out- 
of-the-box operation. 

And given how 
critical accurac 
with business 
documents, 
you could also 
be saving your 
career 

But more than that, 
with a Canon DR Color Scanner, archiving becomes an act of 
chronicling history. OF collecting digital memories. With a machine 
made for imaging, you can record not just receipts and logbooks 
and invoices, but photographs, magazine 
covers, and newspaper articles as 
well. Whatever captures your 
history—and your 
fancy—Canon 
will capture it 
for you. 


ARCHIVING MADE SIMPLE. 
The Canon DR Color Scanners form the core of the Total 


Document Archiving System by Canon Business Imaging Solutions. We 
don offer one-stop, quick fix machines. What we provide are complete, 


SG 


Jong term solutions to every business 
archiving needs 
So afier the Canon 
DR Color Scanner capes 
your documents and 
pictures and converts 
them into crisp, briliant 
ig images, the WW 
Document Manager 
software ukes these 
images and begins building and managing your archive. With tools like 
Gal cabiness nerwork mailboxes, Optical Character Recognition renieval, 
one-step PDF conversion, and iron-dad secuiy, the iW Document 
Manager keeps you from just turning a physical mess into a digial mess. 
But for al of these innovations 
and features and breakthroughs and 
solutions, what ill amounts to is 
surprisingly and deigheilly simple: 
simply better scans Simply better 
documentation. Å simply bener method 
of archiving, 
And given all bat, we think 
choosing the right scanner should be a 
simple enough matter as well, 
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NG SALE! 


BEST price and BIG discounts om Computers, Laptops 
and many more... Guaranteed Brand New. 


Internet Café 

vt Computer Packages 

Y Combo Franchising 
s/E-loading 

“VoIP Calling Center 

vf Support & Repair Center 
vt Merchant Accreditati 


¥ Solution Sales 


vf Next.Gen Businesses 


sf VVeb Development and Design 
¥ Ads and Survey Broadcast 

vf Convenience & eGift Card 

xt Card Powering 

vf Managed Hosting Services 


Call Us Now 
(02) 638-4245 
(02) 631-2669 
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Magnolia nips SLR, ` 
ties for top spot , 


By Musong R. Castillo 


AFTER BEING KNOCKED DOWN BY A WAYWARD EL- 
bow, Magnolia's Dondon Hontiveros did what he does 
best and knocked out Sta. Lucia in the stretch. 


Hontiveros canned two 
crucial jumpers inside the fi- 
nal 66 seconds last night to 
lift Magnolia to a come- 
from-behind 101-96 victory 
over the Realtors at the 
Araneta Coliseum. 

In the second game, the 
Air21 Express nosed out the 
‘Alaska Aces in overtime, 102-101, after 
the two squads had battled to a 92-92 
standoff in regulation time. 

‘The Express improved their record 
to 1-1 while the Aces kept the Real- 
tors company in the cellar with 0-2 
cards. 

The 6-foot:3 Cebu-bom Hontiveros 
made all his five shots in the fourth peri- 
od, including two triples that kept Mag- 
nolia in the game, before hitting the key 
baskets that secured a 2.0 start for the 
Beverage Masters and a tie for the lead 
with Purefoods. 

Decked by Dennis Espino with an el- 
bow to the kisser with just 79 seconds left 
and the Realtors clinging to a 96-95 lead, 


Re 
720p. 


GAMES WEDNESDAY 
(Araneta Coliseum) 
4:35 p.m.—Welcoat vs 


ə. “The los, the second in as 


Hontiveros said he found no 
extra motivation from the 
incident. 

^1 just felt at the start of 
the fourth quarter that I had 
my rhythm going.” 


Bull 
1—Talk'N 


many games for the Real- 

tors, again highlighted their 

inability to finish off their foes. They also 

sputtered in the second half of a 95-86 

loss to Purefoods where they led by as 
many as 16 points in the third. 

‘And they were going great guns until 
Marlou Aquino was pulled out in the 
middle of the fourth quarter. 

Aquino finished with 19 points on 7- 
of-11 shooting from the field. But he was 
benched at the most crucial time — with 
the Realtors leading, 87-81 with 6:50 left 
= and was not sent back the rest of the 
way 

Joseph Yeo, acquired in a trade with 
Coca-Cola, led the Realtors with a career- 
high 24 points, while Espino, despite 
missing eight of 10 free throws, wound 


up with 12 markers. 

Magnolia had six players in twin digits 
with Danny Seigle, who shoved the Bev- 
erage Masters to that one-point deficit 
with a floating jumper in the middle of 
the shaded lane, matching Hontiveros 
18. 

Hontiveros also had a night-high eight 
assists, while Seigle a game-best 13 re- 
bounds. 

Meanwhile, officer-in-charge Renauld 
Barrios has invited Red Bull coach Yeng 
Guiao to a conference today to explain 
why he charged at technical chief Perry 
Martinez after losing to Barangay Gine- 
bra last Friday. 

The scores: 

First Game 

MAGNOLIA 181— onheros 18, See 18, Tupade 
18 Rara 14, E Vano 13, Kilonso 2, Tenorio 
4, Eman 2, Fonacier 2, Gonzales 2, J. Villanueva 0. 

STA. LUCIA 96—Yeo 24, Aquino 19, Espino 12, 
Warns 9, Miranda 9, Mandoza 9, Gonzales 5, 
Reyes 4, Omolon 3, Daa 2, Corona. 

Quarters: 28-25, 48-46, 76-71, 107-95 

Second Gama 

MIRZA 182—Sartos 19, Ds Ocampo 19, Sa 17, 
Cia 14, Dimauraten 7, Arboleda 6, Kramar 5, 
Condita 5, Cruz4, Sti 4, tl 2, Bayt. 

ALASKA 101—Miller 33, Cariaso 20, Thoss 13, 
Cortez 11, Feros 10, Laure 6, Quralan 4, Bono 2, 
Hugnatan 2, Dela Cruz 0. 

Quarters: 23-22, 43-38, 65-64, 92-all, 102-101 
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Walang hulaan. 


24-hour decision on your auto loan application... 


Siguraduhan. 


vor P24,000 off your amortization. 


From October 7 to December 15, 2007 
24-Hour countdown does not include Saturdays, 


Sundays and non-working holidays, 
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STA. LUCIA's Dennis Espino (middle) is harassed by Magnolia's Rico Villanueva 


(top) and Olcen Racela in last night's game. 


 AUGUSTDELACRUZ 


12th Unigames comes off 
the wraps in Sugarlandia 


By Cedelf P. Tupas, Inquirer Visayas 


BACOLOD CITY—WITH THE COUNTRY'S 
major university sports leagues taking a 
respite, action shifts to this city as the 
12th Philippine University Games un- 
folds today at the University of St. La 
Salle Coliseum. 

‘About 2,000 athletes representing 54 
universities and colleges are seeing ac- 
tion, making this year's edition the 
biggest ever, Unigames president Roger 
Banzuela said. 

Leading the roster are UAAP power- 
house Far Eastern University, winner of 
five team crowns last year, De La Salle 
University, College of St. Benilde, Uni- 
versity of Santo Tomas, San Beda College 
and USLS. 

Except for the women's volleyball title, 
FEU will be back to defend its crown in 


mens volleyball, men's badminton, 
men's table tennis and women's athlet- 
ics. 

‘The Archers claimed a record eighth 
straight tile in women's football last 
year, following victories in women's 
swimming and women's chess. 

In the absence of 2006 champion 
Emilio Aguinaldo College , FEU is also 
one of the fancied teams in men's basket- 
ball, along with Ateneo, which is fielding 
the core of the team that fell one game 
short of the UAAP finals. 

Beach volleyball will debut in the week- 
long games, where lawn tennis and taek- 
wondo, have also been calendared. 

Romulo Neri, chairman of the Com- 
mission on Higher Education, and Philip- 
pine Sports Commission chairman 
William Ramirez are expected to grace 
the 6 p.m. opening program. 


See There 


When You Can't Be There. 


Secure home and office anytime, anywhere. 
Panasonic IP surveilance camera utizes the power ol internet o let you 
montor places without physically being there. It lets you view cnsp and 
‘Geer images via PC from a distance. You can also control the positon of 
the camera and zoom on details remotely. You can even record with or 
‘without PC. With these, you cən be confident "being here and watching 
There. cutting down on travel ime and expense and enjoying a huge boost 


in work efficiency. 
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Hourlong blaze hits 
Glorietta 4 restaurant : 


Fire not related to Friday’s 7 ə say 


By Dİ Yap 


FOR THE SECOND TIME IN A 
week, the owners of the Gloriet- 
ta mall in Makati City shut its 
gates and evacuated customers 
after a small fire broke out in the 
kitchen of a seafood restaurant 
on the second floor of Glorietta 
4. Fortunately, no one was re- 
ported hurt. 


In the wake of the huge blast at Glorietta 
2 last Friday that left 11 dead and more 
than 100 wounded, a blaze, believed to 
have been caused by faulty electrical 
wiring, hit the Seafood Seafood Market at a 
little past noon yesterday. 

But fire officials were quick to dispel the 
notion that the fire could be connected to 
the explosion, saying it was an “isolated 
case,” and a mere coincidence that it oc- 
curred in the same shopping complex. 

Patrons reported seeing smoke coming 
from the establishment, as security person- 
nel began directing customers and patrons 
to the exits, Fire trucks responded to the 
scene in a matter of minutes and put the 
fire out in about an hour. 

Makati Fire Marshall Jose Embang said a 
short circuit may have triggered the fire 
that began in the kitchen at 12:02 p.m. It 
was placed under control at 1:02 p.m., he 
said. 

Five other shops were also affected by 
the incident, said Ayala Land spokesperson 
Alfonso Reyes. 

A police official said they were treating 
the fire as an “isolated incident.” “This has 
nothing to do or has no connection to Fri- 
day's blast," said Chief Supt. Luizo Ticman, 
Southern Police District director, 


Lim to mall 
owners: Step 
up security 


By Allison W. Lopez 


MANILA MAYOR ALFREDO LIM YESTER- 
day appealed to mall owners to step up 
their security measures by providing addi- 
tional personnel or equipment to ensure 
the safety of their customers. 

Lim made his appeal following Friday's 
explosion at the Glorietta 2 mall in Makati 
City, which has so far claimed 11 lives and 
injured dozens others. 

He stressed that the security of their cus- 
tomers should remain the top priority of 
owners of malls and other establishments 
often frequented by the public. 

‘The mayor also called on the Manila Police 
District to increase police visibility in the city’s 
vital installations and in areas where many 
people converge such as parks and churches. 
Lim likewise ordered city officials to coordi- 
nate with the administration of mass trans- 
port systems such as the Light Rail Transit and 
the Metro Rail Transit on improving security. 

At the same time, he asked the public to 


be more aware of their surroundings and to 


immediately report any suspicious persons 
or activities in the vicinity. 

Lim added that parents should keep their 
children in plain sight at all times whenever 
they go out. 

“Those going to the churches, public mar- 
kets and plazas must be doubly alert and be 
careful every step of the way,” he said. 


Dip YOU KNow ` 
THE LAND in Manila where Espafia Boue- 
vard is located was donated by Antonio de 
la Riva, owner of Sulucan Estate Corp. In 
exchange, De la Riva asked that the boule- 
vard be named after the European country. 
The Manila City Council rd to change 
the name of the national road in the 
1950s, but De la Riva's heirs reminded 
the officials of the condition accompany- 
ing the donation. 
Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


Reyes said it was unfortunate that Glori- rå PETET 
etta was hit by a fire so soon after the blast, 2 m POUD ag 
sÀ ” Kr PAE 


but he insisted that the two incidents were 
not even remotely connected. 

He added that structural engineers had 
given Glorietta 1, 3 and 4, which all opened 
shop beginning Saturday, the green light to 
begin operations. 

An estimate as to the damage was not im- SS i 
mediately available. Reyes said Glorietta 3 SHOPPERS (above) leave the Glorietta 4 after afire 
would likely reopen yesterday afternoon, broke out at the Seafood Seafood Market restaurant 
while Glorietta 1 and 4, whose electrical |: (left) located on the mall's second floor. No one was 
wirings are interconnected, would resume | å reported hurt in the incident which forced the mall to 
operations today. With Julie M. Aurelio CI dose down for several hours yesterday. ERIKARAZAS 


Get a home loan with 
FREE 19" LCD HD-TV or 
a DIGITAL PHOTO FRAME 
with MP3 player. 


poe 


Apply now! Call 631-8000 or 
1-800-10-6318000 (Domestic Toll-Free) 
or visit the nearest BDO branch or 
BDO On-site. 
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By DJ Yap 


WHENEVER SHE WALKS INTO 
a room that she has designed, 
Wilhelmina Garcia is never 
without a story or two to tell 
about the place—from the fur- 
niture and art pieces to their 
many little details. 

She may tell you 
an anecdote’ about 
how a dining table 
was carved out of a 
big ipil tree that was 
felled by last years 
Typhoon “Milenyo” 
in her: farmhouse 
backyard in Bifian, 
Laguna. "It would be 
a pity to just burn it 
to make charcoal," 
she will say. 

Or she may share 
with you a tale on how she 
came up with the idea of wrap- 
ping the springs from her 
client's old couch around light 
bulbs placed inside blue wine 
bottles—and that the bottles 
were a gift from her suki thrift 
shop owner. 

Or, as you admire the bare el- 


net, she 


drawer. 


ondhand, 


INQUIRER. 
In fact, 
or design: 


clients. 


nature's 


asymmetrical 
once part of a dear friend s desk 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


METRO 
ENVIRONMENT-FRIENDLY AND PRO-JUNK 


Interior designer makes old things new again 


egance of a bamboo-lined cabi- 


will recount how its 
handles were 


For Garcia, using old, sec- 
, or discarded pieces 
and transforming them into 


something new, or 
something else, is 
what distinguishes 
her from her more 
traditional col- 
leagues. 

In many ways, she 
too believes that this, 
among other things, 
is what makes her 
work special. 
ac "Using recycled or 


LS Junk materials give 


character to my de- 
sign," Garcia told the 


the 27-year-old interi- 
jer has made it a point 


to use secondhand and recycled 
materials in her work, unless 
otherwise instructed by her 


Her design, “Living within 


confines,” recently 


won the grand prize in the inte- 


rior 


Makati Ci 


able flat decorated with indige- 
nous materials in warm Earth 


colors. 


window 
partition, 
dining li 
AN OLD capiz window is turned 
into a towel rack. 


designs category 
Metrobask Ait and Design Ex- 
cellence;National Competition. 

For that contest, she trans- 
formed an unfurnished 33-59 m 
single bedroom unit at the Ori- 
ental Gardens condominium in 


“The design is a 
mix of old/new details: A capiz 


from an old closet door, balus- 
ters that hold a lamp, and draw- 


of 
THE DINING area 


and shelves," 


ity into a lush yet liv- petition. 

“Reuse 
mario and 
resting 
backyards, 
turned, into a sliding 
sofa springs used as 
ights and suspended 


er faces refashioned as handles 
according 
Metrobank’s primer on the com- 


continues 
kitchen cabinet doors, tiles, al- 
newspaper—all 
these readily available from 
thrift shops and 
markets" it continued. "Gar- 
cia's design proves that creativi- 
ty can create an environment 
that is friendly to the environ- 


illuminated by light bulbs placed in wine bottles. 
which are encased in couch springs. 


FHOTOSSYRUDYESPOMS 


Garcia said the use of indige- 
nous materials has always been 
a theme in her designs even as 
an interior design student at St. 
Scholastica's College in Manila. 

“Nature has always been my 
interest. I love going nature- 
tripping with my friends. Some- 
how, this love for the environ- 
ment has influenced my work,” 
she said. 

But strictly speaking, Garcia 
does not consider herself an en- 
vironmentalist, and reserves 


to 


in old 


be 


FLOWER POWER 


Mayor Lim, help!” 


Hlegal dumping at Proj. 2 
SOMEONE from our barangay trimmed å 
big tree nearby and left all the cut branch- 
es and leaves in front of our house. Other 
people followed suit and have started 
dumping garbage on the same site. Apart 
from this, the busted streetlights have not 
been replaced so that at nighttime, 
teenagers have been encouraged to en- 
gage in amorous activities in what has 
now been transformed into a lovers’ haven 
at night. Please help before something 
worse happens. A crime could be commit- 


kas Toonai IRR ııı Quma Án 


Jiggs, 31, of Manila writes: “Flower shop owners who do business in what is commonly called the 'Dangwa' area in Sampaloc, Manila, 
have encroached on the sidewalls. Their customers park their cars on Laon-Laan and Dimasalang Streets causing traffic in the area, 
especially during rush hour every day. Worse, parking attendants and traffic bureau personnel don't do anything to ease the problem. 


1 ted anytime! Thanks a lot for your atten- 
tion. 
TENG DIVINO, 
Kaimito Street, Project 2, Quezon City 


Caloocan streets full 
of potholes, says motorist 
CALLING the attention of Caloocan Mayor 
Enrico Echiverri. Cadena de Amor and 
Bautista Streets inside Maligaya Park are full 
of potholes and badly need repair work. How 
long shall we wait for action on this everyday 
travail for motorists? 

RENE JAVELLANA, 47, Camarin, Caloocan City 


Fixers at NSO? 


‘THERE are many fixers outside the National 
Statistics Office at the corner of Edsa and 


Quezon Boulevard. They Gan produce an “au: 
thenticated" copy of a birth certificate for 
those who are in a hurry to get these docu- 
ments. Their usual victims are people who 
are frustrated by the slow authentication pro- 
cessing in the office. These fixers claim they 
have contacts inside the NSO. 

ED LIZARAN, 54, Cainta 


Tricycles, PUVs without tail 


lights on Commonwealth 


GRABE na po ang mga tricycle at PUV 
drivers on Commonwealth Avenue and 
Batasan Road. Halos 70% ng mga sasakyan 
nila walang tail lights! (About 70% of tri 
cyles and PUVs plying Commonwealth Av- 
enue and Batasan Road have no tail lights) 
4040, 44, San Mateo, Rizal 
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that label for her sister, who is 
connected with the Polillo Is- 
land Biodiversity Conservatory 
Foundation Inc. 

“I haven't really taken part in 
protests, though I sometimes 
join my sister's advocacies,” she 
said. 

Growing up in a farm in her 
hometown in Bifian with 12 
brothers and sisters may have 
set off the spark to her nature- 
loving sensibilities, she said, 

"Ina farm, nothing is wasted. 
You have a use for everythin 
So I don't like to see old materi- 
als go to waste,” she added. 

Garcia considers her designs 
as part of the “junk art” move- 
ment, but she said the label is 
misleading. Using junk does not 
mean the design is junk, too, 
she pointed out. 

Though some of her 
clients—she works freelance— 
prefer new materials, others ap- 
preciate her penchant for mak- 
ing use of old items, usually 
from the customers’ own used 
stuff, she said. 

“Its really sad when the 


£— 
RECYCLED materials brighten 
up the kitchen. 


client wants to discard their old 
stuff,” Garcia said. Sometimes, 
she brings some of these old 
items home for other projects in: 
the future. 

Perhaps the greatest" reason 
she prefers secondhand pieces 
to store-bought ones is the 
wealth of memories behind 
them, she said. 

“When I walk into the room, 
there’s a story to tell about ev- 
erything that's there. There's al- 
ways something to talk about,” 
Garcia said. 


PEETELI 
DE 


AN “ALMARIO” or pillow rack becomes a mini closet while capiz 
‘windows are converted into sliding doors that open into the bedroom. 


Man hangs self 
following fight with 


wife over drinking 


By Kenneth M. del Rosario an argument over his drinking. 

She added that she later de- 
cided to leave their house to 
clear her head. 

Several hours later, Vaneza 
said she came home, hoping to 
reconcile with her husband. In- 
stead, she discovered Jonard's 
body hanging from a beam in- 
side their house. 

An electrical cord was tied 
around his neck, police records 
showed. 

Vaneza said she immediately 
sought help from their neigh- 
bors who brought Jonard to the 
St. Agnes General Hospital. 

The victim, however, was 
pronounced dead on arrival at 
5:05 am. by the attending 
physician, Dr. Philip Nakpal. 


QC road open in time 
for holiday season 


By Kenneth M. del Rosario 


VANEZA MUNOZ WALKED OUT 
on Jonard, her husband, yester- 
day morning after a fight with 
him, hoping to cool down. 

But when she returned sever- 
al hours later to their house on 
Anakbayan Kundiman Street, 
Barangay Paltok, Quezon City, 
she found him hanging from a 
wooden beam. 

According to Vaneza, she last 
saw her husband at around 
1:30 am. yesterday after he 
came home from a drinking ses- 
sion with his friends. 

Case investigator PO2 Joseph 
Madrid of the Quezon City Po- 
lice District said Vaneza told 
him she and her husband had 


tion of Visayas Avenue to Luzon 
Avenue while the remainder 
will go to payments for lot 
parcels from Visayas Avenue to 
Tandang Sora Avenue. 

The 10-km road extension 
project is expected to be opera- 
tional before the Christmas sea- 
son. Itis expected to significant- 
ly decongest traffic on Com- 
monwealth Avenue and Ellipti- 
Cas mwad, city officials said. 

The DPWH, meanwhile, 
urged affected property owners 
to submit a certified true copy 
of transfer, certificate title, cer- 
tified true copy of tax declar 
tion and tax clearance to facili- 
tate the release of payment for 
their property. 


(COMMUTERS PASSING THROUGH 
Visayas and Mindanao Avenues 
in Quezon City can look forward 
to a faster trip with the concret- 
ing of the Congressional Avenue 
Extension expected to be com- 
pleted before the holidays. 

The city government will 
soon release P58.6 million as 
compensation to the over 100 
homeowners affected by the 
road project. The amount will 
be reimbursed by the Depart- 
ment of Public Works and High- 
ways once funding becomes 
available. 

OF the total, P11.9 million 
will go to homeowners on a por- 


NBI agents seize 18 computers with fake software in Pasig 


By Allison W. Lopez 


MORE THAN PS MILLION 
worth of computers which 
were using pirated software 
have been seized by agents of 
the National Bureau of Investi- 


Director 
versions 


raid on 


gation in Pasig City. 
NBI-National Capital Region 


18 computers with unathorized 


were confiscated in a recent 


Edward Villarta said 
of Autocad Software 


International Inc, a 


company which holds office at 
the Belvedere Building on San 
Miguel Avenue, Ortigas Center. 
Villarta said legal representa- 
tives of Autodesk Inc., a United 
States software producer, filed a 
complaint at their office on the 


proliferation of fake versions of 
their client's program, Autocad. 

After conducting surveillance 
operations based on intelli- 
gence reports that an Ortigas- 
based company was using 
unauthorized copies of the soft- 


ware, the NBI-NCR acquired a 
search warrant from Judge Rey- 
naldo Ros of the Manila Region- 
al Trial Court Branch 33. 

The seized computers where 
the fake Autocad software were 
installed have an estimated val- 


ue of about P5.5 million, said 
Villarta. 

The company owners will be 
charged for violation of Repub- 
lic Act No. 8293 (Intellectual 
Property Rights Code of the 
Philippines), he added. 
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The WORLD 


Junta lifts curfew, but fear still stalks Burma 


A BURMA activist holds a picture of Aung 
San Suu Kyi while protesting in front of the 
Burma Embassy in Bangkok on Oct. 21. a 


Genetic factor in AIDS 


^ RANGOON—RESIDENTS IN RANGOON 
(Yangon) on Sunday welcomed the end of. 
a curfew imposed on the eve of bloody 
crackdown on peaceful protests in Burma 
(Myanmar), but again voiced fears in pri- 
vate over the countrys iron-fisted junta. 

The government ended the curfew 
Saturday in Rangoon, Burma's main 
city, where authorities violently put 
down prodemocracy protests, led by 
Buddhist monks, in late September, 
killing at least 13 people and jailing 
about 3,000. 

Residents in Rangoon said they were 
relieved to see the end of the nightly cur- 
few, which lasted from 11:00 p.m. to 
3:00 a.m., but confided that they did not 
yet feel that life had returned to normal. 

“People are very happy about the 
end of the curfew. We are free now,” 
said one company official in his 30s, 
who declined to be named. 

"But people, including myself, con- 


tinue to worry about the situation be- 
cause of what happened in Rangoon 
last month,” he said. 

The end of the curfew came as mili- 
tary-run Burma was put under more 
international pressure over the deadly 
clampdown on dissent, with the Unit- 
ed States Friday stepping up sanctions 
against the top generals including jun- 
ta leader Gen. Than Shwe. 

Burma, under military rule since 
1962, tolerates little public dissent, but 
antijunta rallies began in August fol- 
lowing a massive hike in fuel prices and 
snowballed into the biggest challenge 
to the regime in nearly two decades. 

A 55-year-old housewife said she 
was glad that the government lifted 
the curfew, but added she would stay 
away from Rangoons golden 
Shwedagon Pagoda, a rallying point 
for protesters. 

“I would like to go to Shwedagon 


Pagoda, but dare not go there right . 
now. I am too afraid,” she said. 

While authorities have sharply re- 
duced the security presence around the 
pagoda, Burma's most important land- 
mark, several plain-clothes officials 
were still standing guard on Sunday. 

A 41-year-old mother of a teenage 
boy said she continued to fret about se- 
curity despite the end of the curfew. 

“My son is very happy because he 
can go out with his friends at night. But 
Tam worried about the security situa- 
tion. I asked my son not to stay outside 
too long,” she said. 

During the curfew shops closed early 
and Rangoon' streets, normally bustling 
with people hanging out at tea shops late 
into the night, were eerily quiet. 

‘One tea shop owner said he hoped 
more customers would return after the 
end of the curfew. 

“My business suffered during the 


curfew because 1 had to close my shop 
around 9:00 p.m., and most of all, we 
had very few customers,” said the own- 
erin his 50s. 

Street tea shops are very popular for 
nights out among people in Burma, 
one of the world's poorest nations, 
where few people can afford to go to 
restaurants. 

“I hope customers will return to my 
shop soon. I want my business to re- 
turn to normal again," he said. 

Apart from the curfew, the junta also 
imposed a ban on the Internet in a bid. 
to curb the flow of images and infor- 
mation on the deadly crackdown being 
spread around the world. 

Internet access was restored only re- 
cently, but the military government 
continued to ban foreign media, in- 
cluding the BBC and Voice of America, 
as well as news outlets run by exiled 
dissidents. AFP 


Iran: No change in nuclear line after Larijani 


progression seen critical 


PARIS—VARIATIONS IN TWO 
key genes help determine how 
swiftly an individual infected with 
HIV progresses to AIDS, according 
to a study published on Sunday in 
the journal Nature Immunology. 


explored, may also play a part. 
CCRS controls a key receptor, 
or docking point, on the surface 
of the CD4 immune cell onto 
which HIV latches. 
CCL3L1, meanwhile, con- 


TEHRAN—IRAN SUNDAY INSISTED ITS 
policy in the nuclear crisis with the West would 
not change after the sudden resignation of 
chief nuclear negotiator Ali Larijani, amid fears 
ir would take an even tougher line. 

Larijani, who was seen as having a mod- 
erating influence on nuclear policy, stepped 
down following a prolonged disagreement 


with President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
over the handling of Iran's position. 

His successor is deputy foreign minister 
Saeed Jalili, a close confidant of the presi- 
dent, who is expected to implement Ah- 
madinejad's hardline stance on the nuclear 
issue in his new job. 

The top nuclear negotiator—whose offi- 


cial title is secretary of the Supreme Nation- 
al Security Council—has the job of leading 
talks with the European Union and UN nu- 
clear watchdog on Iran's nuclear case. 

But foreign ministry spokesperson Mo- 
hammad Ali Hosseini insisted on Sunday 
the change in personnel did not herald any 
switch in policy. AFP 


The finding challenges quarter- 
century-old wisdom that what 
chiefly drives the advance to AIDS 
is “viral load,” the amount of HIV 
in the blood, whose relentless rise 
bludgeons the immune system, 
the researchers say. 

Instead, they argue, the situ- 
ation is more complex. 

An individual's genetic pro- 
file can greatly affect replica- 
tion of the human immunodefi- 
ciency virus (HIV) as well as the 
body s response to the intruder. 

The interaction between the 
virus and the immune system 
switches “an otherwise benign in- 
fection to a lethal one,” they say. 

The genes in question are 
called CCR5 and CCL3L1, al- 
though other genes, still not fully 


trols an immune system signal- 
ing molecule called a 
chemokine that prevents the 
virus attaching itself to the 
CCRS receptor. 

Previous work has already es- 
tablished that certain genetic 
variants in CCRS appear to give 
ashield against viral entry. 

In 2005, the same team that re- 
ports on Sunday led by Sunil Ahu- 
ja ofthe University of Texas Health 
‘Science Center in San Antonio, 
found that the number of copies of 
the CCL3Lİ genes is also a factor. 

People with extra copies of 
this gene—the number of 
copies varies according to the 
individual from zero to five and 
more—are less likely to become 
infected by HIV. AFP 


Congratulations to 


MR. & MRS. R. L. TAN 


QUIAPO Branch 
for winning the 


WORLDBRIEFS 


Syria closes last exit for fleeing Iraqis 

DAMASCUS, Syria—Long the only welcoming country in the region for 
Iraqi refugees, Syria has closed its borders to all but a small group of Iraqis 
and imposed new visa rules that will legally require the 1.5 million Iraqis 
currently in Syria to return to İraq. The change quietly went into effect Oct. 
1. Syrian officials have often threatened to stem the flow of refugees over 
the last eight months, but until now have backed down after pleas from the 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees. For more than a year, 2,000 to 4,000 
Iraqis have fled into Syria every day, according to UN officials. On the last 
four days that the border remained open, the officials said, 25,000 Iraqis 
crossed into Syria. "The door is now closed to Iraqis in every directior 

said Sybella Wilkes, a spokesperson here for the UN refugee agency. 


Grand Prize 


Gia BANK'S 


NYT 


Poland voters to pass judgment on Kaczynski 
WARSAW, Poland—Poles were voting Sunday in 
elections that will pass judgment on Prime Min- 
ister Jaroslaw Kaczynski's assertive approach to 
the European Union and controversial efforts to 
purge former communists from public life. Com- 
plete returns are not expected until Monday or 
Tuesday in the contest between Kaczynski and 
probusiness challenger Donald Tusk, who wants 
‘ower taxes and less confrontation with the Euro- 
pean Union. Kaczynskis socially conservative 
Law and Justice Party had pushed for the elec- — 
tion two years into a four-year term after the collapse of a shaky coalltion. 
with a right-wing Catholic party and farm-based populists. 


We thank all those who joined and also 
congratulate all the other winners. 


Your warm response inspires us to serve you 
even better and drive you on to greater success. 


Years ars oF 
Creating 
Success 
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Rightists seen winning big in Swiss vote 
ZURICH—The right-wing Swiss People's Party (SVP) is set to consoli- 
date its position as the alpine nation's most popular grouping in a par- 
Hamentary election on Sunday (Monday in Manila), outstripping its ri- 
vals after a provocative campaign. An opinion poll says the People's 
Party is expected to win 27.3 percent of the vote, a slight increase over 
2003 when they raced to the top of the polis amid accusations of xeno- 
phobia. The SVP has again run a controversial campaign calling for the 
extradition of foreigners who commit serious crimes. 


GE CHINABANK 


PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 
Deposits insured up to P250,000 per apostar 


Reuters 


A Clear View of 
Sheer Driving Pleasure. 


Celebrate Prestige Cars BMW's 12th anniversary 
with a chance to own 1 of 12 32-inch Samsung 
Bordeaux LCD screens for every BMW purchase. 


Prestige Cars BMW celebrates 12 years of dedication to customer 
‘satsfation. in gratitude to Its loyal customers, a purchase of any 
BMW vehicle until November 30, 2007 gives a BMW owner the 
chance to take home a Samsung Bordeaux 32-inch LCD TV. 
To top it off, a customer appreciation party will be held 
on December 5, 2007. All these from Prestige Cars BMW, 
everything BMW. 


Prestige Cars BMW 
2324 Pasong Tamo Extension, Makati City 
Tel. (02) 8928127 10:29 + Fax(02)816 7325 


Haire artene QT? 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The PROCUREMENT SERVICE (PS) Regional Inter-Agency Bids and 
Awards Committee Region V invites Regular Cooperatives to apply for 
eligibility and to bid for the following items. 


— Pamo 
pns med 
FE pə 
—— 1. P amooo 


[smør IE pee 
THIS BIODING SHALL BE LIMITED TO REGULAR COOPERATIVES DULY 
REGISTERED WITH THE COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
(DA) WIH CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING AND WITH PRINCIPAL 
PLAGE OF BUSINESS IN REGION V. 
The Bid documents shall be available at the DEM Regional Office V 
ang October 22, 2007 upon paymant of non reundaba lee indicated 
— 
The Pre-Bd Confrence shall bo haki at be DEM Regional Office No. V, 
DEM Conference Room. Regional Genter Site, Rawia, Legazpi Ci 
The bidders shal drop their duly accomplished əlili requirements, 
Inchrcal end franca propose in tee separate sealed envelopes in 
the Bö box located at he abovementioned aslana 
For mre information, please cl the RAABAC Secretariat DBM Regional 
Office at telephone ro. 2820113 
PS-RİABAC reserves tha fight t waive any formally in the responses 
{othe eiii roquiremerts and fo tls misin BS further reserves 
the ght to reject ony end al propouala, or declare a fade of bidding 
root manra the coniac, and wakes nə tovuranen that contact shal 
Forn of Ue indito 

(Soi) REBECCA 8. OLAYON 

“arpanın, RABAC 


Pbi Oct 22.2007) 


ua OCTOBER 22 2007 
Toddlers killed 

in US air strikes 
in Baghdad 


BAGHDAD—US AIR STRIKES IN A SHI'ITE 
stronghold of Baghdad on Sunday killed at 
least two toddlers, Reuters television 
footage showed. 

Police said a total of 13 people were killed in 
the strikes and more than 50 were wounded. 

In the morgue of Imam Ali hospital in the 
district of Sadr city the bodies of two tod- 
dlers, one wearing a nappy, lay on blankets 
while doctors tended to wounded men and 
boys, the video footage showed. 

In the house where one of the toddlers 
lived, a man who said he was a cousin, 
pointed to bloodstained mattresses and 
blood-splattered pillows, choking back 
tears as he held up a photo showing one of 
the dead children. 

“We were waking in the morning and all 
ofa sudden rockets landed in the house and 
the children were screaming,” said a wom- 
an outside the house. 

‘The US military confirmed it had conduct- 
ed early morning operations in Sadr city 
“targeting criminals believed to be responsi- 
ble for the kidnapping of coalition soldiers in 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


| Beit known thata WARRANT OF ARREST | 

İİ for SPOUSES MODESTO SISON | 

| AND SANDRA SIAPNO-SISON of 
Brgy. Polong Sur, Malasique, 

å Pangasinan has been issued by the 
Regional Trial Court Branch, 27 of San 

Å Fernando, La Union last October 10, 2007 | 

| in Criminal Case No. 7770 for the crime of 

å ESTAFA. 


İ Any information leading to the apprehension 
İİ of the above individuals can be coursed 
İİ through Branch 27 of the RTC of San 
Fernando, La Union. 


PETES 


3E 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The CITY GOVERNMENT OF ZAMBOANGA invites PhIGEPS registered suppliers 
‘manufacuredcortaciors o apply oc the folowing tems. 


ə 
Name of Projects bape 

— 
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dc 
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‘The Pre-Bd conference shall be held at City Engineer's Office, Conf 
City Hall, Zamboanga City. 


ihe bt bor located at Ine abovementioned address. 
please cal the Procurement, Acquistion and Awards Division 


(Sød) DR. MARIO D. ARRIOLA 
BAC Chairman 
P0. Oct 72.2007) 


November 2006 and May 2007.” Reuters 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 
z p 


MARIZELLE EU 

This is to inform the public that Ms. Cecille 
Mateo Gabriel and Ms. Marizelle Laggui Petalino, 
whose pictures appear above, are no longer 
connected with CHOWKING ARANETA 
SQUARE/SAMI FOOD AND BEVERAGE INC. 
effective February 2007. 


CECILLE GABRIEL, 


Any transaction entered by them on behalf of 


the company shall no longer be honored. 
parem 


ESTABLISH 


ERICSSON £ 


NEW PARTNERSHIPS 


New technologies open up new 
opportunities, new audiences, 
new global reach. 

It's time to get together. 


TAKING YOU FORWARD 


Ericsson would like to invite qualified subcontractors to perform GSM Telecom 
installation services for various projects in North Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao, 
as well as overseas projects. The Services shall include, but will not be limited 
to, the following activities: 


s RBS Installation 
s Microwave Installation, Testing and Commissioning 

DC Power System Installation, Testing and Commissioning 
a Site Survey and Engineering 


Interested companies may send a copy of their company profiles 
and contact details to : 


Ericsson Telecommunications, Inc. 
20th Floor Net Square Bldg., 
” 8rd ave. cor. 28th street, Crescent Park West 
Bonifacio Global City, 1634, Taguig, Metro Manila, Philippines 


ATTENTION : SOURCING DEPARTMENT 


Ericsson is shaping the future of mobile and broadband internet communications through its continuous technology 
leadership. Providing innovative solutions in more than 140 countries, Ericsson is helping to create the most powerful 
communication companies in the world. 
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New leaders, economic plaus 
in China as key Congress ends 


BEIJING—CHINAS COMMUNIST PARTY ON te 55 that he has termed on ə was Vice President 
intao’ io scientific development? Zeng Qinghong, 68, a man gen- 
Sunday endorsed Hu Jintao's new economic This broadly means å greater erally seen as being aligned to 
model for the country, while opening the way for- emphasis on addressing envi- Jiang and who saw his tenure in 
i a ronment concerns and Chinas the Standing Committee end. 
a top leadership reshuffle that will likely see the 27... x € 
president consolidate his power. velops, rather than a sole focus the head of the party” disci- 
Following the end of its five- build a moderately prosperous on breakneck economic growth plinary committee, and security 
yearly Congress, Hu, 64, is al- society,” Hu said in a closing as was the case under Hu's pre- chief Luo Gan, 72, were not 
most certain to be given a sec- speech at the Great Hall of the decessor Jiang Zemin. . named on the party's new Cen- 
‘ond term as party chiefon Mon- People, although there was lit- The move to include Hui ide- tral Committee, meaning they 
day alongside a revamped line- tle in the way of much-touted ology in the constitution wasseen cannot be reappointed to the 
up of leaders in the nation's democratie reforms. as a sign that the president has Standing Committee. 
most powerful political organ. While much speculation has been able to shake off some of he Two of the younger generation 
That body, the party's Standing focused on the new generation lingering influence of Jiang since widely expected to be promoted 
Committee of the Politburo, cur- of leaders, and whether any of succeeding him five years ago. into the Standing Committee are 
rently has nine members but will them will emerge as the clear The makeup of the new Cen- Shanghai party chief Xi Jinping, 
see as many as four new faces in frontrunner to succeed Hu in tral Committee was also seen to 54, and Li Keqiang, 52, head of 
Mondays reshufile, following the 2012, the president appeared to have fewer cadres regarded as northeastern Liaoning province 
complex political events that took use the Congress to cement his close to Jiang, who continues to and a political ally of Hu. 
place at the Congress. hold over the party. wield some influence. Xi and Li are regarded as the 
Hu gave a glowing assess- İn that regard, the Congress “By and large, Hu Jintao two favorites in the race to suc- 
ment of the weeklong gathering, appointed many Hu allies to the should be quite happy" Hong ceed Hu in 2012. 
which brought more than 2,200 new 204-member Central Com- Kong-based writer and veteran Among the other notable ; 
top cadres to Beijing, to outline mittee, which as its first task will China watcher Willy Lam said. changes in the Central Commit- 
the party's goals for the next five on Monday formally approve “Among the 204" Central tee lineup on Sunday was the 
i years, as well as finalize the the nevv Standing Committee. Committee members, “he, suc- removal of Vice Premier Wu Yi, 
COMMUNIST leaders and delegates stand while the national anthem leadership maneuverings. ‘The Congress also saw the par- cessfully got most of his pro- known as the “iron lady” and 
is played during the concluding session of the I7th Party Congressat “It has drawn up a grand ty constitution amended to in- tegesnamed." the nation’s most powerful 
the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Oct. 21. ssurss blueprint for continuing to clude Hu's economic model for ^ One high-profile resignation woman. AFP 


Pakistan at tipping point after Karachi bloodbath, say analysts 


KARACHI—THE BLOODBATH vez Musharraf, which western measureofstabilityaheadofgen- The militants too are at a cru- If the country chooses to go Wr oq 
at Benazir Bhutto's homecom- nations have pushed as a solu- eral elections in January: cial juncture, having taken con- head-on at the threat, then po- 
ing has pushed nuclear-armed tion to the militancy seeping Military ruler Musharraf trol of the tribal belt bordering litical consensus will be vital, 
pakistan to crisis point, both po- from Pakistan across the world. meanwhile could yet break his Afghanistan but fearing the they added. 
litically and in its US-backed Bhutto pledged to take on Is- promise to quitas Army chiefby move to civilian, democratic "Bhutto and Musharraf will 
batte against al-Qaida and the lamic extremism in a defiant November, eight years after the rule will foil their bid to spread be more vulnerable if they 
Taliban, analysts said. speech after the suicide and coup that brought him to pow- Taliban-style Islamicsharialaw. stand divided and pursue pow- 
Her carnage-strewn return grenade attack on her home- er, if the Supreme Court over- “We are heading towards a er separately,” said Rasul Baksh 
from exile deepened the fault- coming parade that killed near- turns his recent victory in a major crisis" Moonis Ahmar, Rais, a political science profes- 
lines that threaten the Islamic İy 140 people, adding that she presidential election. professor of international rela- sor at the Lahore University of 
republic of 160 million people, did not blame the “state or the His popularity has slumped tions atKarachi University, said. Management Sciences. 
which has lurched from one ex- government." since he tried to sack the cours Analysts said Pakistan itself “We have to put the political 
istential threat to another in its But fingerpointing over the al- chief justice in March—while Is- now faces the choice Bhutto did house in order, because as long 
six decades of independence. leged involvement of former offi- lamic militants have paid him when she returned home—face as we have political contests 
The blasts could move Bhutto cials and spy agencies in the wake back for a bloody raid on the Red a mortal risk at the hands of and rivalries we may not be able 
closer to a power-sharing deal of the attack could still supper a Mosque in Islamabad in July with militants, or give in to extrem- to sustain our fight against ter- 
with key US ally President Per- pact that would likely bring a 22suicidebombingssincethen. — ists. rorism,” he added. AFP BHUTTO REUTERS 


Louisiana elects first Palestinian 


gunmen 


Indian-American gov planned to 
kill Olmert 


WASHINGTON—THE to the US Congress. ilippii i: ji ji 
Mage Pijal İnmi- pe MUN ALI Philippine Pediatric Society, Inc. 
Ru kubə be ‘ow ELI s An ese 

, be- 3 3 planned to assassi- ^ Philippine Society of Pediatric 
coming the first indi- y Louisiana govemor- Bare lsaeli, Prime pp ty zə 
an-American US state yu hip mee m Kathleen Minister Ehud : Gastroenterology and Nutrition, Inc. 
governor, media re- il] Å Blanco,awhitemoder- Olmert when he 
porssaidSunday — | ate Democrat. me 19 the West 
dal S6 Repin sø > ied e nce ip. Pk P Anat n 
member of the House JINDAL ing a balla at ber base IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT DIARRHEA 
of Representatives, is administration's—re- 
also the first non-white to hold sponse to the 2005 Hurricane meti Abbas Israeli AND ITS TREATMENT 
the post since the 1870s and the “Katrina” disaster and there had 


p ^ rity chief as telling 
nation's youngest governor, said been no other strong opponents Israel's Cabinet on 


The Advocate newspaper in the on the field. Sunday. Diarrhea is one of the leading cause of diseases among 


state capital Baton Rouge. Jindal was born and raised in li " " Mem 
Jindal won 53 percent ofthe. Baton Rouge after his parents you" Bet dire children in the Philippines. 


vote after more than 90 percent came to the United States 50 the Cabinet that the 

of votes were counted, the that his mother, pregnant with Convoy was to be at- ‘ : 

newspaper reported. His near- him at the time, could continue tacked as it entered Death from diarrhea is usually from DEHYDRATION. 

est challenger had just 18 per- her graduate work in nuclear the West Bank town 

cent. The score meant Jindal physics. sr nagy 

avoided a anf elon. His father, an engineer, vas the Hares news ORAL REHYDRATION, CONTINUED FEEDING, and ZINC 
2004, Jindal became the sec- one of nine children in a poor å A : 

ond Indian-American to be elected | rural family in Punjab. y Tare ee supplementation can effectively treat over 90% of acute 


reru diarrhea at any age. In general, NO OTHER DRUGS are 
US FDA panel urges ban 2:5 needed. 
militants—affiliated 


on child colds medicine ra 3 PHYSIOLOGIC Oral Rehydration Solutions (ORS) should 


arrested, the news- " " i 
SILVERSPRING,MD.—AFOOD sumer Healthcare Products Asso- paper said. contain sodium (50 - 75 mmol/L), potassium (20 mmol/L), 


and Drug Administration panel ciation, an industry trade group. Although the men and citrate (10 mmol/L), with the appropriate OSMOLARITY 
of experts voted Friday to ban — "We need to go back and re- admitted they 
popular over-the-counter cold view all these recommenda- planned the attack, (210-268 mOsm/L). 
products intended for children tions that we heard today and the Palestinian Au- 
under the age of 6. decide what the path forward thority released 
If put into practice, the vote might be,” Dr. John Jenkins, di- them last week, me- SPORTS DRINKS, ENERGY DRINKS, SWEETENED TEA, 


could transform pharmacy rector of the FDA's office ofnew dia reported. 


shelves and change the way drugs, said after the meeting. — Olmerts office has COMMERCIAL CARBONATED BEVERAGES, and COMMERCIAL 


parents cope with the most İfthe agency decides to adopt protested their re- FRUIT JUICES are UNSUITABLES remedies. They contain 
common illness in young chil. the committee's recommenda- lease to Abbas, the 


dren. The vote comes a week af- ` tion, it must undertake a rule- newspaper said. too much sugar (> 50g/L) and insufficient amount of salts, 
ter major manufacturers agreed making process that can “take A government i i 
to withdraw more than a dozen anywhere from one to many spokesperson was and can worsen the diarrhea. Salty fluids, such as 
cold products labeled forusein years,” Jenkins said. unable to immedi- commercial soups, are also not recommended. 
infants and babies. The products under review ately confirm the re- 

But manufacturers said that include such common brand ports, which had no 


they would fight the new rec- names as PediaCare, Robitussin further details For further advise consult your pediatrician or email 
‘ommendations. and Triaminic, which are made, about how close the 


“We believe these products will respectively, by Johnson & militants got to car- ppsinc@pps.org.ph / pspgn@skydsl.com.ph 
remain on the market,” said Linda Johnson, Wyeth and Novartis. rying out the plot. 


Suydam, president of the Con- NYT AP 


3 postpaid lines under 1 plan. Better handsets. Stronger network. 
Enjoy calls within your GOLD Trio Plan for only P4.00/min. 


GOLD TRIO PLAN 800 


Choose any combination of 3 from these colored-screen handsets! 


apxmomz- 


Alcatel C560 Samsung C140 Nokia 1600 


GOLD TRIO PLAN 1200 


Get a camera phone with any Package. Choose Package 4 
and you get 3G and Bluetooth connectivity with the LG KU 250! 


4zmzz-pummuzm 4 zo 


Å 


1G KU 250 Nokio 2630 Nokia 6070 Nokia 1600 


Package 1 Package 2: Package 3: Package 4: 
2 Nokia 6070 + 2 Nokia 2630 + 1 Nokia 6070 + 11G KU 250+ 
1 Nokia 1600 1 Nokia 1600 1 Nokia 2630 +1 Nokia 1600 2 Nokia 1600 


Also available: 


GOLD TRIO PLAN 500 


Get 3 Nokia 1110i phones 


nZO-+40P4Z>D2— 


New applications are subject to a 24month lockin period. Credit guidelines will apply. Download application forms at www.smart.com.ph/gold. 

Bring the following documents: Valid ID, Proof of Billing, Financial Documents (COE or VV2). 

RARO bers can also avail of these handsets via credit card application together with a valid ID. 

For details call *888 through your SMART cellphone, 888-1111 via landline or visit any SMART Wireless Center. A 
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THE POWER TO LEAD 


emn dk E o ib 


*Soo flyers for details. Promo run 
iyers for details, Promo runs until December 15, 2007. Per DT-NCR Permit No. 4610. Series of 2007. 
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Alcano falls at final 
hurdle, winds up 2nd 


RONNIE ALCANO MISSED A 
chance to make pool history 
Saturday. 


11-3 and Tomoki Mikari, 11-5. Six marquee players from the Philippines, 
Rumors of conspiracy to doom the chances including Efren "Bata" Reyes and Francisco 
of Filipino players started to circulate even be- "Django" Bustamante, were bunched in the 
fore the tournament started. same group. Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 
Shane Van Boen- 
ing took the measure 
of the dual world 
champion Alcano for 
the second time in as 
many days, 13-10, 
and bagged the 32nd 
US Open crown Sat- 
urday night in Chesa- 
peake, Virginia. 

"The loss prevented 
the 34yearold Al- 
cano from becoming 
the first player to 
reign supreme in the 
World Pool Champi- 
onship, World 8-Ball 
Championship and 
US Open at the same time. 

"The 24-year-old Van Boening, who sent Al- 
cano to the losers’ bracket Friday, grabbed 
$50,000 and a spot on Team USA in the 
‘Mosconi Cup. Alcano settled for $25,000. 

The two are expected to meet again and 
play key roles for their respective teams in the 
Kabayan World 9-Ball Challenge: Philippines 
vs Rest of the World on Nov. 12-13 in Calapan 
City, Oriental Mindoro. 

“es very disappointing,” said Alcano in Fil- 
ipino during a telephone conversation with 
Bugsy Promotions manager Perry Mariano. 

Alcano led by two after eight racks, 5-3, 
when he sued for time. After the breather, Al- 
cano never holed a ballin his last six breaks. 

"Ive been breaking well the whole touma- 
ment,” he said. "I don't know why 1 suddenly 
ran out of luck on my break.” 

‘Alcano also requested for a change of refer- 
ee, but his bad spell continued. 

‘Aleano was untouchable heading to the fi- 
nals, routing his three opponents in the one- 
loss bracket to set up a rematch with Van Boen- 
ing. He beat Louis Ulrich, 11-3, Ralf Souquet, 


SEAG-bound ə 
lady booters =NI sm. 
survive HK | NS 


STRIKER ANGELINE — IMPELIDO 
struck with justa minute left in regulation 
time to lift the Philippine team past Hong 
Kong, 3-2, Saturday night in the AFC 
Asian Women's Cup 2008 qualification, 
round at the Siu Sai Wan Sports Ground 
in Hong Kong. 

The Filipinos, using the match as a 
preparation for the Thailand Southeast 
Asian Games in December, play the Hong 
Kong squad again Monday. 

"They advance to the second round in 
March next year if they end up with a su- 
perior goal difference after the home- 
and-away series against China's special 
administrative region. 

Hong Kong zoomed to an early 2-0 
lead as defender Chan Wing sze opened 
account in the 12th minute and Pauline 
Ng Po-lam stunned the RP defense with 
another goal in the 18th. 

But midfielder Merlo Albano put the 
Filipinos on the scoreboard with an adroit 
strike in the 29th minute before veteran 
forward Edna Agravante leveled the 
scores eight minutes later 

"The two sides fought tooth and nail for 
the go-ahead goal in the cold and windy 
autumn evening until Impelido found an 
opening in the Hong Kong defense and 
booted in the clincher. 

"Because these are home-and-away 
matches, the goal (the Filipinos) gar- 


` Pep ssim wears muet ma See 
nesr e reana yoo mime Exe 


‘We deliver to or instal at your home or fis (Metro Monita Only] 
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ALCANO: $25,000 
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Fi || nocnargeanie 
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Now thru October 31 


Earn: reward points with your: 


ra DEPARTMENT STORE 


5— —.. —— ———————— 
METRO MANILA: sm city manila * sm city san lazaro * sm quiapo * sm city sta. mesa + sm harrison * sm city north edsa main 

d əx əda p sm mall of asia * sm city bicutan * şm city sucat * sm southmall las pifias LUZON: sm city marilao * sm city bacoor 
gem sm city dasmariias + sm city batangas * sm city lucena + sm city sta. rosa * sm city clark VISAYAS: sm city cebu 


Cathy Rivilla. Steve Silva, Contributor 2 i Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 3435, Series of 2007 


Gas up for FREE Pd 
with Globe 


Text GAS to 2222 for FREE info. 


We've got it all for you! 


NOKIA 


PETRON 
Fuel Success, 


Hurry! Offer good until November 2, 2007 only! 
PerDT-NCR Permit No. 924, Senes of 2007. 

See yes for mare detis 

(©2007 Globe Telecom. n 
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Cebu training. 


WORLD champion Nonito Donaire (left) 
with young phenom A) Banal. 


SAMEN AGUA 


$e 


Kə 
By Salven L. Lagumbay 


g Contributor 


‘edu Cifr-IBF AND IBO FIY- 
weight champion Nonito Donaire 
Jr isst to arrive in Cebu today to 
trai at the famed ALA Gym in 
preparation for his Dec. 1 title de- 
fense against Mexican Luis Mal- 
donado in Connecticut. 

Donaire, accompanied by his 
i father-trainer Nonito Sr, will be 
‘welcomed at the Cebu-Mactan In- 
ternational Airport by Antonio L- 


Thai powers 
Ateneo past 
UST spikers 


By Romina S. Austria 


ATENEO, NEVER CONSIDERED A 
serious contender in past stagings 
of the Shakey's V-League women's 
volleyball tournament, is now offi 
cially a threat after repulsing Uni 
versity of Santo Tomas, 22-25, 25- 
22, 23-25, 25-19, 15-6, yesterday at 
The Arena in San Juan. 

Lithawat Kesince produced 32 points, 
including 24 kills in her much awaited 
debut for Ateneo. 

The 5-foot-10 Kesinee, who played 
for Thailand in the 2001 and 2003 
Southeast Asian Games, imposed her 
will in the fourth as the Lady Eagles 
forced a fifth set. 

Patricia Taganas and Charo Soriano 
combined for 25 points while Denise 
Acevedo, Karla Bello and Bea Pascual 
tossed in nine, seven and five points, re- 


spectively 

The Tigresses, 
the first confer- 
ence — winners, 
eventually suc- 
cumbed to the in- 
spired Lady Eagles 
in the decider to fall to 1-1 in a tie with 
opening-day victim De La Salle. 

In the second game, Far Eastern Uni- 
versity downed Lyceum, 20-25, 25-23, 
25-17, 22-25, 15-12. 

The Lady Tamaraws notched their 
second straight win after losing their 
first match to the Adamson Lady Fal- 
cons. Lyceum joined Letran in the cellar 
at 0-2. 

Meanwhile, Inquirer lensman August 
dela Cruz took second place in the first 
conference photo contest and won 
P15,000. The Philippine Star's Jun Men- 
doza captured first prize and P20,000. 


GAMES TOMORROW | 
(The Arena 
pm. —San Sta | 
tan vs Ateneo 
Spm—FeUve 

usT 
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SPORTS 


Aldeguer, owner of the ALA Gym. 

The Donaires will be staying at 
the residence of United States- 
based Jun Laquindanum. 

The 24-year-old Donaire will be 
making the first defense of his du- 
al titles he won with a fifth-round 
TKO victory over Australia-based 
‘Armenian Vic Darchinyan on July 
7 (See related story at right). 

“We are very honored to be giv- 


FILIPINO FEDERICO CATUBAY PUT UP A 
gallant stand before Australia-based Armenian 
Vic Darchinyan put him away with a 12th- 
round technical knockout Saturday night in 
their IBO super flyweight title fight at the 
Aubum RSL Club in Sydney: 

Darchinyan knocked the Filipino down in 
the seventh and 11th rounds before referee 
Gary Dean stopped the fight with 54 seconds 
left with Catubay reeling from telling shots. 

‘Catubay, who could not believe the fight 
was stopped, drew a lot of praise for giving 


en the opportunity to train at the 4 Darchinyan a rough time. 


ALA Gym in Cebu," said Donaire $ 


St. inan e-mail. 


Carubays manager Sammy Gello-ani, ina 
long-distance call from Sydney said the fighter 


Mary Jean Balse as Lady Eagle Charo Soriano provides support. ^ AUGSTORACHUL 


Wrestlers, archers keep QC bets afloat 


By June Navarro 


QUEZON CITY SCOOPED UP 
10 gold medals in wrestling and 
added five more in archery to 
keep its grip of the overall lead 
yesterday in the National Capi- 
tal Region qualifying leg of the 
Philippine Olympic Festival at 
the Rizal Memorial Sports 
Complex. 

The QC grapplers scored 
through Isabelita Cardello (43 
kilograms), Dennis Castro (60 
kg), Miel Castaneda (50 kg), 
Arwin Dolpa (55 kg), Junrey 
Cabino (50 kg), Don Macaspac 
(freestyle), Kandice Mallonga 
(72 kg), Jeankie Pido (51 kg), 
Nikkor Ramos (74 kg) and Dar- 
win Tuscano (84 kg). 

Kristan Gabriel Villalon 
nailed three gold medals and 
Rizal Ledesma contributed two 


With 


completed, Quezon City had a 


six events still to be 


59 gold, 38 silver and 25 
bronze harvest. 

Manila, which got a huge 
chunk of the medals at stake in 
archery, improved its second- 
running collection to 46 golds, 
43 silvers and 45 bronzes. 


MEDALTALIY G $ 8 


‘Quezon City 
Manila 
Pasig 
Parafiaque 
Muntinlupa 
Taguig 

Las Piñas 
Marikina 
Valenzuela 
Pateros 
San Juan 
Malabon 
Mandaluyong 
Caloocan 
Navotas 


UP Diliman’s Lyka Joy Revillosa pins Christine Jo Lariosa in the judo final, 
in archery for Quezon City, 
which picked up another victo- 
ry through Ronni Virador in the 
bantamweight division of the 
muay thai competitions. 


Ronalyn Alvarez accounted 
for four of the 12 archery gold 
medals for Manila which ře- 
mained within striking distance 
of the overall title in the event 
backed by Globe, Accel, Philip- 
pine Sports Commission, Asia 


Brewery Ama Computer Col- 
lege and Creativity Lounge. 

The remaining events are ju- 
do, amis, football, basketball, 
gymnastics and taekwondo. 

Quezon City, which relied 
heavily on the 32 golds pro- 
duced by its swimmers, needs 
to match the medal ourput of 
Manila in these events to bag 
the overall crown trouble-free. 

Karatedo also played a major 
role for Quezon City with 10 
golds, eight from the kata event 
and a pair in the kumite cour- 
tesy of Ramon Sacdalan (boys 
14-15) and Kevin Salas (16-17). 

A far third was Pasig City 
with a 2666 medal haul 
Parafiaque was fourth with 18- 
15-17 followed by Muntinlupa 
(127-8), Taguig (10-14-22), 
Las Pifias (9-28-11), Marikina 
(7-10-17) and Makati (5-9-5). 
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Vivere goes all the way in Sampaguita Stakes upset 


By Musong R. Castillo 


JONATHAN HERNANDEZ WAS A MAS- 
ter atop Vivere yesterday, guiding the 
faststarting mare to an upset wire-to- 
wire triumph over longshot Sound of Si- 
lence in the Sampaguita Stakes race at 
the Santa Ana Park in Makati. 

Vivere, who placed second behind 
"Eurobucks last year, bolted out in front 
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and stayed there throughout the 1,800- 
meter race, holding off a host of pur- 
suers with a courageous effort to secure 
the biggest victory of her career, worth 
P900,000. 

Sound of Silence came charging from 
the tail of the field and almost pulled it 
out under Jeffryl Zarate. She checked in 
two ilengihs behind the winner for 
337,500. 


Sent off as the far fifth favorite in the 
nine-horse field, Vivere wasted no time 
in going for the jugular, trailed closely 
most of the way by Tellmenolies and Pat- 
ty Dilema, before Hernandez asked for 
more juice rounding the far turn. 

And it was there where the entire cav- 
alry charged, with Sound of Silence get- 
ting the benefit of a wide-open rail to 
come within a length heading into the fi- 


SUBIC BAY—SHERYL LA- 
borte and Jenny Torres swept 
Asian College of Science and 
Technology standouts Apple 
Sebastian and Mary Anne 
Calleja, 21-9, 21-11, in the fi- 
nals to rule the 2007 Petron 
Ladies Beach Volleyball Battle 
of Champions at the Subic 
Bay Freeport. 

Laborte and Torres finished 
their two-day campaign with 
six straight wins. 

Irwas actually the 24-yéar- 
old Laborte's second straight 


Battle of Champions title after 
‘winning last year’s event with 
elder sister Michelle. 
Laborte and Torres also won 
the series third leg in August at 
Clearwater County Club in after routing Ateneo's Dang 


T Clark Field, Pampanga. Ruiz and Anja Echavez, 21- 


nal 100 meters. 

But Hernandez hand-rode Vivere to 
perfection to fend off Sound of Silence in 
1 minute and 54 seconds, broken down 
in 14, 23, 24, 25 and 27. 

"Telimenolies still salvaged third place 
worth P187,500, while first pick Special 
Edition, the winner of the Triple Crown's 
second leg last year, was fourth, about 
four lengths behind the winner. 


JENNY Torres (left) and Sheryl Laborte celebrate their victory. 


Labore and Torres, who 
shared the P10,000 champi- 
oris prize, reached the finals 


11, in the semifinals. 
Sebastian and Calleja ar- 
ranged the title clash by best- 
ing Roseanne Mercado and 
Rowena Felices, 21-19. 
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for Donaire fight Darchinyan puts away Catubay 


surprised everyone with his stand, earning 
plaudits for a “very competitive fight.” 

“We almost had Darchinyan,” said Gello- 
ani, “Federico came in very well-prepared. I 
thought he could have finished the fight.” 

Areport from eastsideboxing.com said 
Catubay “caught Darchinyan off balanced in the 
sixth round with a wide shot and only the ropes 
saved him from visiting the canvas. A knock- 
down could have been called but it wasn't.” 

Darchinyan regained control in the seventh 
with a three-punch salvo that sent Catubay 
down. Darchinyan continued his onslaught for 
the remainder of the round. 

Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor 
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Pantua pockets PCA Open 


junior title; Baba triumphs 
FOURTH-SEEDED ERNESTO PANTUA III 
displayed fine form to overwhelm No. 8 
Rolee Joven, 6-1, 6-3, yesterday and win 
the PCA Open Juniors boys’ 16-under title 
at the PCA outdoor court in Paco, Manila. 

Pantua, who eliminated top seed and 
newly crowned Asian 14-Under champion 
Leander Lazaro in the semifinals, won the 
Manila Polo Club Juniors and two legs of 
the Head Penn Series early this year. 

In other finals, top-seeded Mark Balce 
rallied past Kyle Cordero, 2-6, 7-6 (1), 7-5, 
for the boys’ 18-under title; Jaconb Lag- 
man won the 12-under crown over Ju- 
rence Mendoza, 6-1, 6-0; Vince Tabo Tabo 
bested Eric Olivarez Jr., 6-4, 6-3, for the 
10-under unisex title; and Fritz Verdad out- 
lasted John Ribaya, 6-3, 6-7 (5), 6-2, to 
capture the 14-under title. 

In girls’ play, Enah Baba stunned top 
seed Rachel Lucero, 6-3, 2-6, 6-3, to win 
the 18-under title, Samantha Coyluto upset 
Shanine Olivarez, 6-0, 7-6 (7-3), to claim 
the 14-under title; Erika Lagura bagged the 
12-under title over Marian Capadocia, 6-3, 
6-4; and Regina Santiago beat Patricia Or- 
teza, 6-4, 7-5, for the 16-under title. 


SBC Alabang forces Game 3 
IRENE JARDINIANO POWERED SAN BEDA 
College Alabang past defending champion 
Miriam College, 45-41, to send the 38th 
WNCAA midget basketball finals to a win- 
ner-take-all match yesterday at the St. 
Scholastica's College gym. 

Jardiniano, named Most Valuable Play- 
er, fired 33 points as the Red Lions 
bounced back from a 41-38 Game 1 loss. 
Game Three is set Saturday. 

In the opener of the junior finals, Miriam 
blanked Chiang Kai Shek College in the last 
two minutes to prevail, 71-69. 
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Ting, Cajeras show way 
ILOILO'S MARVIN TING OUTWITTED PAT- 
rick Erle Florendo of Zamboanga in a 
fourth-round duel between fancied bets 
Saturday to remain unscathed in the ju- 
niors division of the Shell National Youth 
Active Chess Championships 2007 grand 
finals at SM Megamall. 

‘The top seeded Ting seized the initiative 
in the middle game to thwart Florendo in 
the 20-and-under division match. 

Ting opened his bid in the 9-round 
‘Swiss system tournament with a victory 
over Ellan Asuela. He then outdueled Boris. 
Diez and Antonio Chavez Jr., both of Cebu, 
to wrest the solo lead with four points. 

Meanwhile, fourth-ranked Jerich Cajeras 
upset second seed and Asean age-group 
double gold medallist Haridas Pascua in 
the fourth round to grab the solo lead in the 
kiddies category with 3.5 points. 


Makati ‘Stagfighter’ tilt on 
THE BATTLE FOR THE PINOY COCKERS. 
Association of the Philippines (PCAP) 
Stagfighter of the Year plum winds up to- 
day via a 5-stag derby at Makati Coliseum. 

The grand winner and runners-up will 
receive silver cups and cash prizes, said 
Lito Orillaza, Rudy Salud and William Co of 
WTJ Sports and Amusement Corp. 

Efren Canlas and Ronald Puno lead the 
race. Within striking distance are Nato Lac- 
son, Mayor Nene Aguilar, Allan Siaco/James 
Uy, Biboy Enriquez, Richard Bates, Bunoy 
Ramos, Ting Arioza, John Capinpin, Mad- 
lambayan brothers and Ric Aquino. 


PI-M stagfest at SJC today 
A GUARANTEED PRIZE OF P1 MILLION IS. 
at stake today in a 5-stag derby featuring 
selected derby regulars at the San Juan 
Coliseum. 

Roger Segismundo and Raymond Turla, 
with their RS Fairview entry, are hosting 
the event backed by Sagupaan Complexor 
3000. Entry fee is P33,000. 

Main supporters of this one-day stagfest 
are the LCC group of Louie Cua, SJC Cock- 
ers Club, Luzon Gamecock Breeders Asso- 
ciation (LGBA) and the Pasay Cockpit 
Cockers Association (PCCA). 


Bare EYE 


Recab Trinidad 


RECAH Trinidad is on leave. His col- 
umn, Bare Eye, will be back on Nov. 3. 
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By Jasmine W. Payo 


THE HARBOUR-RP TEAM IS 
ready for action in the Southeast 
Asian Games in Thailand in De- 
cember even if Fil-Am sensation 
Gabe Norwood fails to join the all- 
amateur national crew. 

“We have a long-standing invi- 
tation to Norwood," said national 


NORWOOD 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ——— e 


SPORTS 
SEA Games five ready 
with or without Gabe 


coach Junel Baculi. “We need all 
the help we can get. Like with the 
San Beda players, they practiced 
with us, but in the end the school 
didn't allow them to play" 

Baculi said he is worried that 
Hapee Toothpaste, Norwood’s 
team in the PBL, might not even- 
tually allow the George Mason 

SEAG/A36 


Club champs 
dispute 5 titles 


Tourney at Eagle Ridge lures 25 teams 


REPRESENTATIVES FROM 25 CLUBS ALL 
over the country aim for five division titles in 
the National Tournament of Club Champions 
presented by HSBC and Inqumer Golf starting 
today at three courses of the Eagle Ridge Golf 
and Country Club in Gen. Trias, Cavite. 

Park Jung-soo of Eastridge is back to defend 
his men's title while the ladies, seniors and the 
two special division crowns are up for the tak- 
ing as players dispute the best-ofthe-best 
crown and the once-in-a-lifetime chance to 
witness the world's best lady players in action. 

The men’s, ladies and seniors division win- 
ners will win a trip to Singapore in March next 
year and get a chance to watch the HSBC 
Women's Champions event where Lorena 
Ochoa, Annika Sorenstam and the rest of the 
best players in ladies pro golf will show their 
‘wares in the LPGA Tour season-opener. 

Heading the ladies roster are Vinice Godio 
of Alabang and Sta. Elena as well as Leana Far- 
rales of Canlubang, the losing finalists in the 
last two stagings of the ladies division, while 
the seniors castis bannered by Rivieras Danny 
Pizarro and Airlift Asia president Rico Brizuela 
of Ayala Greenfield. 

‘Also supporting the prestigious event are 
Toyota as major sponsor and Callaway/Elec- 
trobus, Titleist/Dynamic Sports, Coca-Cola 


olf 
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and Pocari Sweat as hole sponsors. 

Action starts with the stroke play qualifying 
in the men's, seniors and special divisions with 
the top scorers advancing to the match plays. 
‘The ladies qualifying was moved for tomorrow 
in lieu of the final leg of the WGAP Circuit. 

‘The special division for those who did not 
make the 26 years-and-above age cutoff fea- 
tures jungolf standouts Jikjik Abdon, Maan 
Legaspi and Wolen and Crystal Superal 


The competing cuts and thelr representatives: Aguinaldo 
(Ronnie Litva, Marjorie Paumibar Tony da Cruz; Alabang 
(ogy Ciavecila, Venice Godo, Sengyo Kato}: Alta Vista (Enrico 
Solon, Geraldine Ash, Felix Vitanueva: Ayala Greenfield (Rico 
Brzusa; Baguio Country Club (Mars Gaia. Manet ier): 
‘Camp John Hay (Koh Seng Min, Leth Recife, Bob Paler- 
son}, Canlubang (Leana forrdes, Philip Brodal); Eastridge 
(Park ung soo 

Eagle Ridge (Min Kov-pe. Kim Yoon-youngj: Forest Hills 
(Rafiy Gara, Vy Pages, Ed Rendon: llo (Mark Rivera, 
Kristine Popp, Fare Locsin) Manila Soutwoods (Mary la 
gən, Rio Co}; Malarayat (Abe Avena, Princess Katigbak, Katy 
Katte Orhan (oen Supe, Process Super Pasco 

m) 

Rancho Palos Verdes (Jessie Tan, Nonoy Lamas); Riviera 
(John Ker Andon, Na. Andrea Legaspi, Danny Paanoj Royal. 
Northwoods (Rodel Manguebran, Lyn Manguabnanj: Sher- 
wood Hills (Or. Lary Tojo. Nia Patrio, Edgardo David Sta. 
Bena (Jingy Tuason, Vinice Godo). Summit Pint (Uno Mag- 
pantay); Tagaytay Highlands (Tootsie de Jesus, Hedy See} 
Tagaytay Midlands (Otver Gan; The Country Ciub (Therese 
Daban. Valley (Rafael Raymundo, Evangeine Aputin, Bonita- 
qerb Vt b ua ces apa ai fy 
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HSBC 4X» 


The world's local bank 


NEW DODGE CALIBER. 
IT'S ANYTHING BUT CUTE. 


Five-door vehicle that combines a sporty coupe:like profile 
with thi igth, stance and functionality of an SUV. 


2.0L 1-4 DOHC 16V WT Engine > Continuously Variable Transaxle | 
seats > 17” wheels > 6-Disc MP3 Radio and 
MusicGate Power™ Boston Acoustics ® nine-speaker sound system 


Ghill Zone 


Two-tone fabric sport 
beverage storage bin > Electroluminescent cup holders 
Removable and rechargeable flashlight> Driver and Passenger Airbags 
Sentry Key® antitheft engine immobilizer > Tire Pressure Monitoring 


www.chrysler.com.ph 


CHRYSLER MAKATI 2287 Posong Tomo Extension, Makati Ciy, Metro Manila TEL: (632) 815 2222 / MOBILE:(0920) 904 0717 


CHRYSLER GREENHILLS 1008 EDSA Greenhills, Son Juon, Metro Manilo TEL: (632) 723 5808 / MOBILE: (0920) 904 0716 
EMAIL: chyslergroup@cots.com.ph 


The Battle for the 
Champion of Champions tite 


BEGINS TODAY! 


TOURNAMENT PARTICIPANTS 
Ronnie Limaua | Josefina Marjorie Pulumbarit 
Antonio Dela Cruz 


Wigberro Clavecilla | Vinice Godio 
Sengyo Kato 


Enrico Solon | Geraldine Ash | Felix Villanueva 
Rico Brizuela 
Mars Garcia | Nanette Filler 


Koh Seng Min | Lilibeth Ratcliffe 
Bob Patterson 


Leana Farrales | Philip Brodett 

Jae Min Koo | Yoon Young Kim | Mike Iano 
Jung Soo Park 

Raffy Garcia | Violy Pegels | Ed Rendon 
Mark Anthony Rivera | Christine Popp 


Frankie Locsin 


Aguinaldo Golf Club 
Alabang Country Club 


Alta Vista Golf & Country Club 
Ayala Greenfield Golf & Leisure Club 
Bagiuo Country Club 

Camp John Hay Golf Club 


Canlubang Golf & Country Club 
Eagle Ridge Golf & Country Club 
Eastridge Golf Club 

Hoilo Golf & Country Club, Inc. 


Club Malarayat Golf & Country Club Abraham Avena | Princess Katigbak 


Col. Niceras Katigbak: 
Wollen Superal | Crystal Superal | Pacifico Lim 


John Kier Abdon | Maria Andrea Legaspi 
Danilo Pizarro 


Rodel Mangulabnan | Lin Mangulabnan 
Sammy Jumaquio 

The Royal Tagaytay Estates Jeneth Suzara | Art Ampaya 
Sherwood Hills Golf Club Dr Larry Tojino | Nila Pats 
Sta. Elena Golf Club Jingy Tuason | Vinice Godio 
Summit Point Golf & Country Club 

‘Tagaytay Highlands Int'l Golf Club, Inc. 
Tagaytay Midlands Int'l Golf Club, Inc. 
‘The Country Club 

Manila Southwoods Golf & Country Club 
Valley Golf & Country Club, Inc. 


The Orchard Golf & Country Club 
The Riviera Golf Club 


‘The Royal Northwoods Golf Club, İnc, 


| Edgardo David 


Lino Magpaniay 

Augusto Theodore de Jesus | Hedy See 
Oliver Gan | Linnel de Villa 

Therese Davao 

Marty Ilagan | Rio Co 

Chino Raymundo | Evangeline Apuhin 
Bonifacio Sumbilla 


Wack Wack Golf & Country Club John Gobing | Karya dela Cruz | Andres Vasquez 
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T-Mac gives 
tyro tough 
court tests 


SEATTLE—SEATTLE SUPERSONICS 
rookie Kevin Durant realized a dream 
Saturday night when he was on the 
same court with his boyhood idol, Tra- 
cy McGrady. 

The reality, however, is Durant has a 
lot to learn before he can measure up 
to the 11-year NBA star, 

McGrady scored 30 points and the 
Houston Rockets beat the Sonics, 117- 
94, to spoil Durant's home debut. Du- 
rant, the No. 2 pick out of Texas, fin- 
ished with 25 points on 9-of-20 shoot- 
ing. 

"He's got a lot of talent,” said Mc- 
Grady who was 10-020 from the 
floor and made all nine free throws be- 
fore sitting out the final 17 minutes. "I 
think right now it's such a huge burden 
on his shoulders because they're such a 
young team. He has to be a scorer. All 
eyes are on him. There's so much 
hype. 

“He just needs to continue to lean 
the NBA game. He was kind of forcing 
some shots tonight but that just comes 
from being young." 

Durant, averaging 16.8 points in his 
first four games, said McGrady became 
Just another player at the opening tip. 

“I noticed that we're both in the 
same league. We're both playing in the 
NBA. I can't be star-struck when I see 
Tracy McGrady or (Cleveland's) Le- 
Bron James,” Durant said. “But it was 
fun playing against him. Just going up 
against him was a dream come true.” 

Durant gave the Sonics (1-4) their 
only lead of the game, 2-0, hitting his 
first shot 30 seconds in. Then the Rock- 
ets galloped away. AP 


Massa takes 
pole ahead 
of Hamilton 


SAO PAULO, BRAZIL—LEWIS HAMIL- 
ton may have a hard time sleeping on 
the eve of one of the most important. 
races of his short career. 

Hamilton clinched a front row spot 
for Sunday's decisive, season-ending 
Brazilian Grand Prix, moving a step 
closer to a historic title that would 
make him the youngest champion in 
Formula One history. 

"Tm just buzzing, Im really 
buzzing,” the 22-year-old Briton said. 
“Tm really excited, I feel very relaxed. 
The car feels great underneath me." 

Ferrari's Felipe Massa took the pole 
position Saturday for the decisive 
Brazilian GR with Hamilton beside him 
and in a commanding position to be- 
come F's first rookie champion. 

Kimi Raikkonen and Fernando Alon- 
so—Hamikon's rivals for the ti- 
tle—will start in the second row, with 
Raikkonen third and Alonso fourth. 

"This is sensational" Massa said. 
"And hopefully the guys behind me will 
have a good fight." 

Massa, last year's winner in Brazil, 
drove his Ferrari around the 4.3-kilo- 
meter (2.6-mile) anti-clockwise Inter- 
lagos track in 1 minute, 11.931 sec- 
onds. The Brazilian was .151 faster 
than Hamilton and .391 faster than 
Ferrari teammate Raikkonen. Alonso, 
Hamilton's McLaren teammate, timed 
1:12.356. 

The tight Fl race has Hamilton 
ahead with 107 points, four more than 
Alonso and seven more than Raikko- 
nen. AP 
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Red Sox force AL decider 


BOSTON—FROM THE BRINK OF 
elimination, Boston forced a Game 7 
of the American League champi- 
onship series with a 12-2 win over 
Cleveland on Saturday, thanks to a 
dominant performance by slugger 
J.D.Drew. 

The Red Sox right fielder, who had 
been in a form slump, hit a grand slam 
home run and drove in five runs. 
Added to another postseason gem 
from veteran pitcher Curt Schilling, 
Boston levelled the series at 3-3 having 
earlier trailed 3-1. 

"We needed tonight's game, we 
needed a good performance for 
Schilling,” Drew said. “We got that, 
now we're going to play in Game 7." 

After failing to get a victory from 
aces C.C. Sabathia and Fausto Car- 
mona, the Indians hope pitcher Jake 
Westbrook is the answer at Boston's 
Fenway Park on Sunday. 


The Red Sox turn to Daisuke Mat- 
suzaka, who has not pitched well so far 
in the postseason. 

"Its going to come down to Game 7, 
the two teams that won more baseball. 
games than anybody over the regular 
season, two teams that beat up each 
other over the past week" Indians 
manager Eric Wedge said. 

A third consecutive victory would 
put Boston in the World Series for the 
first time since 2004, when it rallied 
from a 3-0 deficit in the ALCS to beat 
the New York Yankees en route to its 
first title in 86 years. 

After stumbling in his previous out- 
ing, Schilling came back to show why 
he is considered among the best post- 
season pitchers in baseball history. 

Schilling gave up Victor Martinez's 
solo homer in the second inning but 
otherwise held the Indians scoreless 
until Ryan Garko tripled and scored on 


Jhonny Peralta's sacrifice fiy in the sev- 
enth. By that time, it was already 10-2. 

Schilling got Kenny Lofton on a 
grounder and former teammate Trot 
Nixon on a fly ball to end the seventh, 
then left to a standing ovation. He took 
his hat off twice and waved up at the 
box where his wife and family sit. 

He allowed two runs on six hits, 
striking out five and walking none to 
improve to 10-2 in his career in the 
postseason. 

Carmona failed to get anybody out 
in the third inning, allowing seven 
runs on six hits and four walks and 
striking out two. 

Much of the damage was done by 
Drew. 

Drew has struggled to live up to the 
five-year, $70-million (50 million eu- 
ro) contract the Red Sox threw at him 
last winter even though no one else 
seemed interested in bidding. He was 


signed to protect power hitters David 
Ortiz and Manny Ramirez in the line- 
up, but manager Terry Francona 
dropped him from fifth to sixth in the 
lineup when he failed to deliver timely 
hits in the regular season. 

‘Coming into the game, Drew was 0- 
for-6 with runners in scoring position, 
1-for-11 in the two series combined 
and batting just .237 in 2007 overall. 
But when he came up with the bases 
loaded in the first inning against Car- 
mona, he delivered. 

Dustin Pedroia and Kevin Youkilis 
had reached on infield singles, and Or- 
tiz looked at six straight pitches for a 
walk. Ramirez struck out, then Mike 
Lowell was out on a shallow fly to 
right. 

‘All Carmona needed to do to end the 
inning was to get Drew. 

The winner of Sunday's game will 
face Colorado in the World Series. AP 


Federer battles old foe Nalbandian 


MADRID—DEFENDING CHAMPION 
Roger Federer will meet Argentina's 
David Nalbandian in Sunday's Madrid 
Masters final following a low-key 6-4, 
6-4 semifinal win over Nicolas Kiefer. 

The Swiss world number one 
claimed his 18th straight match victory 
dating to a loss in the Montreal final 
last summer against Serb Novak 
Djokovic as he set up a Sunday clash 
with old foe Nalbandian. 

Against Kiefer, excitement was often 
ata premium with Federer knocking 


on the door against the veteran Ger- 
man but unable to convert on more 
than two of a dozen break point 
chances. 

But a win is a win for the holder of 
12 grand slam tides who won the 
Spanish trophy a year ago over Fernan- 
do Gonzalez. 

“We had a siesta out there in the first 
set, there was not much to excite the 
crowd, It was very subdued and with 
not a lot of great shots," said Federer, 
who leads the field at the season- 


wrapup Masters Cup in Shanghai from 
Nov. 11. "It was not the best match but. 
Tm happy that I won.” 

Nalbandian came alive as the two- 
time semifinalist and 2004 runner-up 
stunned Djokovic, 6-4, 7-6 (7/4). 

‘The Argentine's best performance of 
the year prior to this week was a 
Barcelona quarterfinal in the spring. 

He denied the world number three 
the chance to move towards a third 
Masters title of the season after win- 
ning Miami and Montreal. AFP 


TRIATHLETES begin. 
their L.5-kilometer swim 
in the recent Beijing BG 
Triathlon World Cup. As 
the official test event for 
the Olympic Games, 
many countries used the 
contest as part of their 
selection process. 

FRANK WECHSELTRATHLONONG 


Olympic course 
awes world’s 


top triathletes 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


CHANGPING—A GRAYISH HUE 
dominated the skyline. 

Yet the Olympic fever remained in 
the air as the world's top triathletes 
gathered in the suburban Changping 
district, 40 kilometers north of 
downtown Beijing in China. 

Less than a year before Beijing 
hosts the world's biggest sports spec- 
tacle, the athletes, it seemed, had 
learned to adjust to the blanket of 
smog that covered the city. 

Ina recent report by the European 
Satellite Agency, Beijing and its envi- 
rons in northeast China were named 
as having the world’s highest levels 
of nitrogen dioxide, a key smog gas 
originating from power plants, heavy 
industry and vehicle emissions and 
can cause fatal lung damage, 

“Tm confident for next year's race; 
I know the Olympic Games will be 
different,” said Javier Gomez of 
Spain, the world’s No. 1 triathlete. 

Rather than tackle pollutions 
health risk—a particular concern in 
endurance sports like triathlon— 
Gomez turned his attention to the 
Olympic race course and the weath- 
er. 

"The design of the course is a bit 
challenging,” said the 24-year-old 
Gomez after capturing the crown in 
the 2007 Beijing BG Triathlon World 
Cup held recently at the scenic Ming 
‘Tomb Reservoir in Changping. 

"You never know what will hap- 
pen. Iwill just train well and arrive 
back here in the best shape.” 


“The course is amazing; but it's a 
fierce course,” said runner-up Court- 
ney Atkinson of Australia. 

The Olympic preview turned too 
fierce, in fact, that at least 16 male 
elite racers failed to finish the 
course, including 2006 world cham- 
pion Tim Don of Great Britain, who 
pulled out after a bike crash. 

"Ies a difficult bike course,” said 
Atkinson. "Ies going to be hard no 
matter how you look at it. Next year 
is going to be a whole different ball 
game. We have a lot of training to 
do." 

‘Gomez ruled the official Olympic 
test event of the 1.5km swim-40km 
bike-10km run sport in one hour, 48 
minutes and 41 seconds. 

‘Top-seeded Vanessa Fernandes of 
Portugal dominated the women's 
competition anew in 2:00:35. 

"Tthink I learned what I have to do 
next year; I think we will have a 
great event here,” the 22-year-old 
Fernandes said. 

“But the weather sometimes is not 
a good friend. The races can be hard- 
er. You have to prepare for it.” 

“Fortunately during the race, the 
weather was good for racing, it was 
not too hot,” noted Gomez. "But I 
think in August during the Olympics, 
it will be hotter. We have to adjust to 
the weather.” 

"You just have to prepare for any- 
thing,” said Australian Emma 
‘Snowsill, runner-up to Fernandes, 
“In every race, you prepare whether 
its hot or cold. You just prepare ei- 
ther way it's going to go." 


Corcuera home run sparks Cebu 


GAMES SUNDAY (Rizal Memorial Balipark) 
7a m.—Cebu vs Manila 
10:302 m.— Makati vs Dumaguete 
2 p.m—Marikina vs Taguig 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


MIGGY CORCUERA, WHO LEARNED 
baseball in California, slammed a 
three-run homer in the first inning as 
Cebu pounded Taguig, 6-2, to keep the 
lead in the Baseball Philippines Series 
2 yesterday at the Rizal Memorial Ball- 
park. 

The rotund 21-year-old balik- 
bayan now taking up business man- 
agement in San Beda deposited 
Ernesto Binarao's first pitch at the 
foot of the manual scoreboard, driv- 
ing home Jon de Ubago and Jonash 
Ponce to send the Dolphins on their 


way to a third straight victory. 

National pitcher Joseph Orillana of 
Cebu gave up three hits while fanning 
out 15 batters in eight innings before 
‘Taguig manufactured a meaningless run. 
off Korean Ha Sung-jung in the ninth. 

Earlier, Marikina dealt defending 
champion Makati a stinging 8-1 rout as 
the Shoemakers exploited the decision. 
by an irate Mariners team manager 
Jeffrey Santiago to use his second- 
string pitchers at the start. 

With Santiago benching RP team 
mainstays Jonjon Robles, Wilfredo Hi- 
daldo and Chris Canlas for arriving just 
minutes before the 7 a.m. game, 
Marikina erupted for four runs in the 
third inning and two in the fourth 
which proved decisive. 

Vladimir Eguia spun a five-hit 


no-relief job as the Shoemakers tied 
the Mariners for second at 2-1. 

Virgilio Roxas smashed a solo home 
run in the third inning as Manila finally 
seored its first win in three outings 
with a 6-3 victory over Dumaguete. 

The Unibikers fell to 1-2 while the 
Taguig batters are at the bottom at 0-3, 


MANILA'S Larry leban (right) tries to tag out Dumaguete's Lito Pulgo. 
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LAOAG CITY—REYNALDO PASCUA CAPTURED HIS FOURTH 
consecutive leg championship even as Marby Abigail Basilio 
claimed her first title by technicality yesterday in the 31st National 
Milo Marathon qualifying leg which ended at the Marcos Stadium. 
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the men's race (starting third from left: Rabin 
Dalog, Reynaldo Pascua and Randy Basilio) are flanked by, from left, Milos 
Pat Goc-ong, Gov. Michael Keon, Nestle regional sales manager Patrick 
Belen Dino and llocos Norte sports consultant Geraldine Paderon. 


Pascua outsprinted Rabin Da- 
log at the finish and secured his 
11th 21K overall title—including 
those he won in Tugue- 
garao—with a time of one hour, 
14 minutes and 34 seconds. 
Dalog crossed the finish line 
two seconds behind Pascua while 
Randy Basilio, Marby Abigail's 
husband, was third in 1:18:32. 


time of 2:19:33 with former three- 
time winner Vilma Butac sal- 
vaging third place in 2:19:33 de- 
spite a recent bout with the flu 

All top three finishers in both 
divisions advance to the 31st Milo 
grand finals on Nov. 18 in Metro 
Manila with the leg winners Pas- 
cua and Basilo bagging P10,000 
each. 


Marby Abigail came in only sec- Ilocos Norte Gov. Michael Keon 
ond in the women’s 21K in fred the starting gun that flagged 
2:14:07 but first placer Jenny Lyn off the 21K runners. He later 
Suguita was disqualified for dec. joined the SK run and helped Milo 


laring a false age. 

Suguita insisted that she is al- 
ready 18 years old, the minimum 
age requirement for the 21K race, 
but Milo Marathon records 
showed that she was only 15 
when she placed second in the SK 
side event here last year. 

A cousin of Suguita, Christia 
Mae, who finished fourth in the 
21K run, confirmed that Jenny 
Lynis just 16. 

"Taiwanese Ann Chang was de- 
dared second in the race with a 


AVP for Sports Pat Goc-ong in 
handing the trophies and medals 
töthe top 10 winners. 

‘The top finishers in the SK fun 
run were Romero Dalog and 
Vanessa Lea Marcos while the 
winners in the 3K race for kids 
were Sherwin Guieb and Krizza 
Melchor in the 6-9 age group and 
Bailon Magbaleta and Jessa 
Maine Eda in the 10-12 category. 

‘The qualifying series holds its 
last two legs in Tuguegarao on 
Oct. 28 and in Baguio on Nov 4. 


SEA Games five... 


From page A33. 
University alumnus to join the 
team ifit fares poorly in the PBL V- 
Go Extreme Energy Drink Cup. 
Hapee said earlier it was open 
to loaning the 6-foot-5 Norwood 


around back-to-back PBL Most 
Valuable Player Jason Castro and 
UAAP MVP Jervy Cruz. 

“The PBL is not standing in the 
way of the RP team,” said PBL 
commissioner Chino Trinidad. 


—who made a strong impression “We're making sure that everyone 
with the all-pro San Miguel-RP gives his total support.” 
squad in the Fiba Asia champi- — Patrick Cabahug, Jonathan Fer- 


onship in Tokushima, Japan last 

July—to the Harbour-RP five, 
“Nothing is final,” said new PBL 

chair and Hapee team owner Ce- 


nandez, Beau Belga, Chad Alon- 
zao, Jeff Chan, Erick dela Cuesta, 
Eugene Tan, Boyet Bautista, Allan 
Salangsang and former pro Alex 


cilio Pedro, “if there's anything we Crisano complete the roster. 

can do to help, why not." Baculi has also extended his in- 
Norwood returmed to the ooun- vitation to Rico Maierhofer and 

mylasWednesday . + TY Tang, mainstays of UAAP 


"The lineup isn’t final, but at 
least we have the core," said Bac- 
uli, who is building his team 


champion La Salle, after San Beda 
standouts Ogie Menor and Pong 
Escobal backed out. 


HAIR TALK FOR MEN 


Permanent lifetime hair is found in good supply in virtually all men, even 
severely bald men, at the horseshoe-shaped area at the back of the head. This is 
called the donor area. Hair Transplantation redisributes excess permanent hair 
from the donor area, including the hair follicles, to the thinning or balding areas 
of the head. The entire procedure lst from å to 5 hours and is done under local 
anesthesia, The patient takes antibiotics after the 
procedure, washes his hair the next day and 
goes back to the dinicin 2 weeks to 
have a doctor follow up visit. Normal 
activities may be resumed by the 
patient soon afler the procedure. 
Ittakes 6108 


months for the hair 
to grow in a styling and the 
assuring thing about willdoso 
following the head's natural hairline. Dr. Andrew G. Pineda makes sure of that 
because 90% of our dealings with people happen face to face, definitely a plus in 
social and business situations for the patient. Since establishing his practice in 
1997, Dr Pineda has done procedures on politicians, 
celebrities, priests, jeepney drivers, security guards, 
waiters and even working students. His 
patients consider him as their savior, friend 
and confidant, A former patient, a 
waiter, certainly knew this. He 
patiently saved his tips and a portion. 
of his meager salary for three years, 
had the procedure a İİ) done and paid the 
good doctor ina bag. 6mos AFIR 2600 af abo 6000 har) loaded with coins! 
The Hair Transplantation procedure and its results have proven to be a dramatic 
‘experience, an epiphany of sorts, to many of the Hair Transplantation patients. 
Di. Pineda says hat his patients’ transformation to happy, self- confident 
individuals never fail to delight him. 

In our society so much importance is attributed to having a full head of hair 
for our psychological and emotional well-being. Thanks to a highly sophisticated 
yet relatively simple procedure called Hair Transplantation, men are now 
assured that they can regain their “crowning glory.” 


Have hair where you need it most. 


Beverly Hils Trained Hair Transplant Surgeon / Personalized Approach ; Restotaton of 

‘eyebrows, mustache and/or sideburns / Painless Computerized Anesthesia Delivery Hane 

Refinement of the "DOLUS HAIR" or "PLUG" look I Consistent Excellent Results / 

Trchophytc Closure for Scarless Donor Area * Follicular Unit Wansplants I Mult-inear 
Grafting / No Bandages I Shower 8 Hours Later 


PINEDAHAIR CLINICS 


MAKATI DAVAO 


Medical Towers Makati, Room 612, 204 Floor Galaxy Arcade, lustre Street, 
Rufino Street Davao Ci 
(02) 813 0691 (082) 221 2682 
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DTI still 
hopeful 


on Jpepa 


By Ronne! W. 
Domingo 


TRADE OFFICIALS 
remain confident 
that the Japan- 
Philippines Econom- 
ic Partnership Agree- 
ment would be rati- 
fied even as it faces 
mounting resistance. 
from groups who be- 
lieve the treaty vio- 
lates the Constitu- 
tion and would 
make the country a 
dumping ground for 
toxic wastes. 

Trade Undersec- 
retary Thomas G. 
Aquino, who was the 
chief negotiator dur- 
ing the Jpepa talks, 
said former 
Supreme Court As- 
sociate Justice Flo- 
rentino Feliciano 
was expected to pre- 
sent to the Senate a 
follow-up position 
paper that would 
clarify a previous 
one. 

On Oct. 8, Feli- 
ciano told a Senate 
hearing on the Jpepa 
that the treaty violat- 
ed constitutional 
safeguards on nation- 
al patrimony because 
it gave the Japanese 
the right to exploit 
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- Gov't revives plan to issue $1- on 
INQUIRER MONITOR Ri h 1 ə S 
CAGORS ÖY 
[Prous ar ana as lo echannel remittances 2 ee 
A : å . q ENCIES 
Services sector biggest employer d t URRENC 
i Lauar Fares Garvey) to productive investments 
Nearly one in every two Filipinos employed as of July 2007 was with the 3 
|, Senieesetr By Doris C. Dumlao 
Services THE GOVERNMENT HAS REVIVED PLANS TO OFFER AS MUCH 
as $1 billion in retail treasury bonds to overseas Filipino workers as 
proposed by the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas to harness large remit- 
tance flows for productive investments. 
BSP Managing Director Ma. Cyd Amador alternative opportunities for their remit- 
said the BSP and the Bureau of the Treasury tances such as placements in financial instru- HIEMS ID OUTRE 
have resumed discussions on the proposed ments and investments in business ventures. 
OFW bonds. "The proposed OFW bond issuance aimsto STOCK MARKET 
“It looks like they (Treasury officials) are channel more OFW inflows for economic de- PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 
more open this time around,” Amador said. velopment while giving OFW households lu- i "azad" 
She said the BSP and the Overseas Work- crative investment outlets. These savings and Ln i 
ers Welfare Administration were consider- investments are seen helping prepare OFWs Lr Sj 
1 ing to hold overseas roadshows on financial for future reintegration into the Philippine am | 
literacy, focusing on countries which host economy and providing additional funding F 
İn. Agriculture big Filipino communities. for government requirements, including re AS 
p ~ 115M ‘The BSP holds financial literacy programs funds for infrastructure development. 14 OCTOBER AS 
Y but only in domestic locations. These finan- Theoffering size proposed by the BSP was (ea sock mare reporton Page B6) 
er anan oernamen cial literary campaigns emphasize the impor- based on the assumption that OFWs could 3 
500 sed tance of saving and inform the participants of sovrawweses Makati blast seen 
. ğ to dampen trading 
DOTC eyes NBN project with local telcos meşşan əruz ro 
take a hit this week as a powerful explo- 
on at the heart of Makati's fi - 
By Riza T. Olchondra the timeline for the bidding may be fi- fers). At the very least we should do (the cused) on how the governmentcanlower — pietissesnio Mes lata 
nalized before the year ends. bidding) by next year” he said. the governments ballooning telecom ex- ket investors, 
‘THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTA- “What (local telos) have isthe İst of Transportation Secretary Leandro penses; he said. "The DOTChas formed — "story trading had ended Friday when 
tion and Communications (DOTC) the specific requirements and the quality Mendoza earlier said in a forum that a technical working group to flesh out the — an early afternoon explosion in Glorietta, 
may hold a bidding on anew version of ofservice needed. Like for central offices despite the cancellation of the contro- telecom needs of the govemment and to Makati City's premiere shopping mall. 
the National Broadband Network weneed atleast 2mbpsconnection, that versial NBN deal with China's ZTE see how the privatesectorcan meet them kilid eight people and wounded more 
(NBN) project with local telecom com- is the committed rate and not the burst Corp., the government still needed to at the best price possible." than a hinted 
panies next year. speed. They will come up with com- provide broadband access to govem- The governments telecommunica- "Wei probably see a knee-jerk reac- 
Assistant Communications Secre- ments and suggestions as far as NBN ment agencies nationwide, down to tion project generally endeavors toin- ign on tho firat dey, since the market is 
tary Lorenzo Formoso, who is leading functionalities are concerned within one the barangay offices. terconnect government offices down non its high fortha year, (espe 
the agency's efforts to improve gov- week The government will then, taking “The DOTC’s exploratory talks with to the municipal level. cape d je vm 4 pu vba 
ernment connectivity nationwide all of these into consideration, prepare Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co, Mendoza said the secure intercon- — 9 AAS Py ie rd 
while saving on telecommunications the terms of reference. We will then ten- Globe Telecom, Bayan Telecommunica- nection of government offices is man- — S6arch at AB Capital Securities. 
expenses, said in an interview that der it, then they will submit (their of- tion and Digitel started Oct. 9. It (fo- DOTCEYES/B3 rria 
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By Doris C. Dumlao 


Says growing 


i — "i THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND : 
seda tuna sown ee mettet | has urged emerging Asstoredueeigoer. regional trade not 
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rate flexibility to avoid sowing the seeds of 
a new crisis 10 years after the devastating 
turmoil that caused unprecedented a cur- 
rency freefall in Thailand, Indonesia, the 
Philippines, Malaysia and South Korea. 

While the region's financial sectors are in 
stronger shape than in the last decade, the 
IMF said that more banking reforms must 
be pursued if the region were to successful- 
ly cope with increasingly complex and 
volatile capital flows. 

"Policymakers in the region are acutely 
aware of these challenges and the need to 
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emerge from previously under-appreciated 
sources of vulnerability,” the IMF said in its 
Asia-Pacific economic outlook released Fri- 
day night. 

In a chapter that discussed lessons from 
the Asian currency crisis, the IMF examined 
growing concerns that Asia's export-orient- 
ed strategy might build up a new type of cri- 
sis—one triggered by shocks to external de- 
mand or the bursting of credit and asset 
bubbles propped up by the large accumula- 
tion of foreign reserves needed to sustain 
competitive exchange rates. 

“Asia remains too dependent on exports 
as an engine of growth, and a concomitant 
rebalancing appears more needed than ev- 
er, not least through higher exchange rate 
flexibility,” the IMF said. 

The Fund also warned that a growing in- 
traregional trade would not necessarily 
provide a strong buffer against shocks to 
external demand. 

“This is because in Asia, itis by and large 
dominated by trade in intermediate goods, 
in a vertically integrated system of regional 
supply chains geared toward the rest of the 
world, notably the United States and the 
European Union, with China playing a key 
platform role,” the IMF said. 
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countries 


to cut export dependence 


It observed that shocks to external demand 
had in the recent past caused sharp slow- 
downs in the region, although there were 
grounds to be guardedly optimistic for Asia if 
growth in the United States were to falter, 

A stronger global economy than in 2001 
and healthier domestic demand in Asia 
should help the region better confront a 
possible sharp US slowdown this time 
around, the IMF said, 

But the IMF said it was premature to tell 
whether Asia could be insulated from a US 
slowdown given the region’s strong depen- 
dence on exports and the growing impor- 

ternational financial linkages. 
It added that the region, particularly In- 
dia and China, which were facing the chal- 
lenge of continuous capital inflows, must 
increase exchange rate flexibility and take 
more steps to liberalize outflows. 

On balance, the IMF said Asia had 
learned many of the key lessons from the 
crisis and, while vulnerabilities exist within 
countries, the region is far more resilient to 
shocks today. 

It noted that more flexible exchange rate 
regimes had cushioned external shocks and 
an impressive war chest of official reserves 
has been built up; short-term external debt 
had been reduced significantly; inflation 
targeting has provided a monetary anchor 
in many cases; and fiscal policies had taken 
on a longer-term perspective to safeguard 
debt sustainability. 

At the same time, the level of risk aware- 
ness among policymakers and private sec- 
tor agents across Asia has also increased 
markedly, the IMF said. These improve- 
ments were seen hedging the region 
against systemic risks, but the Fund said a 
slowdown cannot be ruled out, particularly 
under current global conditions. 

In the near term, the IMF said Asia’s 
economies appeared to be ona “less precar- 
ious footing than sometimes imagined.” 

“This, however, should not mask impor- 
tant challenges facing the region,” it said. 

More directly, the IMF said the main les- 
son of the Asian crisis was that financial im- 
balances could wreak havoc on an econo- 
my, even one with seemingly sound 
macroeconomic fundamentals. 
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Pump priming the economy 


YOU'VE PROBABLY HEARD THE EXPRES- 
sion “pump priming the economy" It was used 
by the Ramos and Estrada administrations be- 
fore, and is now apparently being used by the 
current government, in an effort to stimulate 
the economy into higher growth. 

"The metaphor comes from the way a dried- 
up water pump can be made to bring forth vra- 
ter again by pouring water into (“priming”) 
the pump and filling the pipe connecting it to 
the groundwater below, thereby helping draw 
out the water continuously thereafter. 


Multiplier effect 

Lord John Maynard Keynes’ legacy to eco- 
nomic knowledge was the prescription that 
government can spend its way out of an eco- 
nomic recession. Like pouring water into a 
dry pump, government can pour money into 
the economy to draw out the money lying in 
private hands therein. This happens through 
the way government spending undergoes a 
process that multiplies the original spend- 
ing—and the economic activity it directly 
provokes—several times over. 

As I sum it up to my students, this multi- 
plier process happens because one person's 
spending is another one’s income. Subject 
to their saving behavior, this income then 
funds new spending that again becomes in- 
come for others, and so on, going round 
and round and generating more production 
and income along the way. The more peo- 
ple spend (ie. the less they save) out of 
each round of income, and the less they 
spend on imported goods, the greater the 
multiplier effect will be. 


Ramos pump priming 

Soon after I had assumed office as Neda di- 
rector general in July 1992, President Fidel V 
Ramos tasked me to chair an Interagency 
Committee on Pump-Priming the Economy. 
We were starting off then with an economy 
that was barely growing, having been recently 
battered by repeated coup attempts, a devas- 
tating earthquake, and the Mt. Pinatubo erup- 
tion. The immediate need then was to lift the 
economy out of lethargy, and pump priming 
seemed the obvious way to accomplish this. 

‘One of the committee's first recommen- 
dations for spending government money 
quickly was to pay out half of government 
employees’ 13th month Christmas bonus in 
the middle of the year. It was a welcome 
and timely move that helped government 
employees finance their children’s school 
fees, and has since been institutionalized 
not only for government employees but for 
those in the private sector as well. Apart 
from early payment of half the 13th month 
pay, our committee identified government 
infrastructure projects that could be fast- 
tracked and implemented right away. 

The scheme worked. From virtually zero 
GDP growth in 1991 and about 1.5 percent 
growth in 1992, the economy returned to 
health by 1993 and sped on to dynamic 
growth by the mid-'90s. 


Deficit spending 

Keynes had argued that it was enough for 
government to spend more to stimulate the 
‘economy, whether ithas the money or not to 
fund it, In other words, it could engage in 
unfunded spending that actually raises its 
fiscal deficit (and forcing it to borrow to fill 
the gap). In fact, increasing government 
spending while raising taxes at the same 
time to finance it would not be as effective in 
perking up the economy as deficit spending 
would. This is because raising taxes would 
take away money from people's pockets, 
thereby lessening their own spending and 
offsetting whatever increased spending the 
government does with the same money. 

On the other hand, the government can on- 
iy afford so much borrowing before the bur- 
den of servicing the debt takes its own toll on 
the economy as well. Thus, pump priming had 
not been much of an option in the earlier years 
of the Arroyo administration, when a heavy 
accumulated debt burden had brought gov- 
ernment to the brink of financial collapse. 


Stubborn pump 

But armed with new revenues from the 
expanded VAT, the government has lately re- 
turned to a big spending mode, with the ad- 
ditional motivation provided by the elec- 
tions in the earlier part of the year. As analy- 
sis of the data behind the recent 7.5-percent 
GDP growth would show, it was the 13-per- 
cent growth in government consumption 
spending and the 39-percent jump in gov- 


Makati ... en 


"The bombing would scare foreign funds 
who have been buying up the market in the 
past," Vistan added. 

In a weekly note to clients, brokerage 
firm Campos, Lanuza & Co. Inc. said that as 
a result of the bombing last Friday, stocks of 
Ayala Land Inc. (ALD, which owns Gloriet- 
ta mall, could be vulnerable to some nega- 
tive market reaction. 

“Being the main commercial center of ALI, 
the Ayala Center contributes a significant 
portion to the company's cash flow. Since 
earnings are based on lease revenues, there 
should be no impact to Ayala Center's cash 
flow. However, with the closure, we expect 
tenants to ask for concessions for loss of busi- 
ness due to the temporary closure," it said. 

* Also, we can expect some reduction in 
customer traffic in Ayala malls as con- 
sumers will likely try to diversify their mall 
visits,” the brokerage firm said. 

‘Analysts also said the market was likely 
to track movements of the peso this week if 
it reacts negatively to the mall bombing. 

Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


but also by a slowdown in demand 
abroad—and this is something government 
pump priming cannot stimulate. We will 
need more than Keynesian pump priming, 
then, to get our economy into a more sus- 
tained growth at this time, and the answer 
lies in our producer/investors—and what- 
ever it would take to give them more faith 
in our economy's future. 

Comments welcome at chabitoateneo.edu 
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ernment construction that was entirely re- 
sponsible for stimulating growth beyond the 
more normal 5-6 percent that everyone, in- 
cluding Neda itself, had expected. 

If pump priming works, we should be 
seeing such surge in government spending 
push up private consumption and invest- 
ment spending in turn. Private consump- 
tion is in fact being powered enough by 
still-growing OFW remittances. But so far, 
the private investment “pump” has refused 
to be primed, with private investment 
growth having barely recovered from suc- 
cessive quarterly declines since early 2005. 
Unfortunately, exports are also sluggish, 
dampened not only by an appreciating peso 
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DOTC eyes NBN ... 


dated by the E-Com- 
merce Law and by 
the — Medium-Term 
Philippine Develop- 
ment Plan for the pe- 
riod 2004 to 2010, as 
well as the digital in- 
frastructure compo- 
nent of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's 
Ten-Point Agenda. 
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ENCOURAGED BY THE-GOÓD IN- 

İ.yestor response to its offerings in the 

å past few months, Power Sector Assets 
“und Liabilities Management Corp. 


has lined up at least five more Nation- 
Çal Power Corp. assets for auctidn next 
year. 

"2 These assets, according to 
"PSALM vice president for asset 
“management Froilan Tampinco, 
are the 685-megawatt (MW) Tiwi- 
MakBan geothermal plant pack- 
age in Bicol and Laguna, the 112- 
MW Tonğonan - geothermal in 
Leyte and 220-MW diesel power 
plant package in Bohol, and the 
150-MW Bacon-Manito geother- 


Satellite 
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M200-E410 
20L-00NO0C. 
Power and Entertainment on the go. 
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mal facility in Sorsogon. 

PSALM last week sold the 600- 
MW Calaca coal-fired power plan 
to Calaca Holdco Inc. a special 
purpose company of Belgium's 
Suez-Tractebel SA, for $786.53 
million. 

In July, PSALM was able to sell the 
600-MW Masinloc coal-fired power 
plant for $930 million to Masinloc 
Power Partners Co. Ltd., the local 
subsidiary of American firm AES 
Corp. 

Tampinco said PSALM expected 
potential investors to continue to re- 
spond well to other Napocor plants to 
be offered for sale in the coming 
months. 

He also expressed confidence that 
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the government would continue to 
get good bids for the plants . 

The sale of the Calaca plant 
brought the privatization level of 
Napocor’s Luzon and Visayas capaci- 
ties to 38.64 percent, less than 12 per- 
centage points shy of PSALM's 50- 
percent privatization target for this 
year 

The 70-percent privatization 
level, one of the preconditions for 
the implementation of retail com- 
petition and open access, should 
be reached by the first half of 
2008. 

‘Also, PSALM had sold eight 
Napocor hydropower facilities—the 
3.5-MW Talomo plant in Davao, the 
1.6-MW Agusan facility in Bukid- 
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non, the 1.8-MW Barit plant in Ca- 
marines Sur, the 0.4-MW Cawayan 
plant in Sorsogon, the 1.2-MW 
Loboc plant in Bohol, the 112-MW 
Pantabangan-Masiway package in 
Nueva Ecija and the 360-MW Magat 
plantin Isabela. 

Also lined up for sale this year are 
the 175-MW. Ambuklao-Binga hy- 
dropower plant package on Nov. 28 
and the 192.5-MW Palinpinon 
geothermal plant and the 146.5-MW 
Panay diesel-fired power plant pack- 
age on Dec. 5. 

PSALM is also preparing to bid out 
the 25-year Transco concession on 
Dec. 12 and the decommissioned 
200-MW Manila Thermal Power 
Plant on Dec. 19. 
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3 projects | 
get BOI | 
incentives 


By Ronnel W. Domingo | 


THE BOARD OF INVESTMENTS LAST | 
week approved the granting of tax | 
breaks and other incentives to P1.3 bil- 
lion worth of projects related to mass | 
housing, development ofa tourism facil- | 
ity and the export of banana products. | 

The biggest of these projects is | 
Robinsons Land Corp.'s P671.73-mil- 
Ton Woodsville Viverde Mansions to 
be put up in Parafiaque City. 

BOI data showed that the mass hous- 
ing project would be composed of four 
high-tise residential condominium 
buildings that would be built on a 7.2- 
hectare land. This project will employ 
2,400 workers during construction. 

The Mansions would offer 363 mid- 
cost studio, two-bedroom and three- 
bedroom units that would sell at a 
range of P1.8 million to P3 million 
each. The units would have an average 
floor area of 45 square meters. 

Also approved was the Eskaya Beach 
Resort Corp.'s P525.48-million resort 
and spa project in Panglao, Bohol. 

The all-Filipino firm, formerly knovm | 
as Panglao Holiday Beach Resort Corp., 
would promote the resort as a wellness 
tourism destination, equipped with an 
infinity swimming pool with poolside | 
bar, a spa with health and sport gyms, 
sports facilities, water sports facilities 
and a shop for scuba divers. 

Eskaya's project, which is expected to 
start commercial operations in January, 
would have 16 villas that would occupy | 
an 8-hectare land in Pangalao. 

‘The resort project is being undertaken 
as part ofa tourism cluster that includes 
the Panglao Island Tourism Estate and 
the Panglao Island International Airport. 

Also, the project is part of efforts to 
address the lack of tourist accommo- 
dation in Panglao, which experienced 
a deficit of 358 rooms in 2006 based 
on industry estimates. 

The third proğect is Sagrex Foods Inc.'s 
P118.84-million venture which involves 
the manufacturing of frozen banana 
fries and microwaveable frozen banana. 

Also an all-Filipino firm, Sagrex 
Foods will export its entire output 
from the facility in Davao City, which 
would be able to produce a total of 
5,120 metric tons yearly. 

Considered nontraditional food 
products, the banana snacks would be 
shipped to the Middle East, United 
States, South Korea and Europe. 

The BOI granted this project pioneer 
status as it would be using the Cardava 
banana variety, which has never been 
processed and exported in frozen form. 

Pioneer status affords the company a 
tax holiday of up to six years—two years | 
more than nonpioneer projects—as well | 
as duty-free importation of capital goods | 
and other fiscal and nonfiscal incentives. 


PCCI holds 
33rd business 
conference 


THE PHILIPPINE CHAMBER of Commerce 
and Industry will hold the 33rd Philippine 
Business Conference and Expo on Oct. 24- 
26 at the Manila Hotel. 

This year’s conference has adopted the 
theme “One. Global. Filipino. Through Pub- 
lic-Private Partnershiş 

Francis Chua, PBCE chair and special en- 
voy on trade and investment, said the three- 
day conference would offer valuable insights 
to participants through panel discussions, 
case studies, break out sessions and network- 
ing with Cabinet members, government offi- 
cials, top-level business decision-makers, 
diplomats and thought leaders. 

He said the conference, the biggest annu- 
al meeting of members of the business com- 
munity, would be attended by about 1,000 
local and foreign delegates. 

Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. 
chair and CEO Manuel V Pangilinan will 
deliver the opening address, while Vice 
President Noli de Castro will be the lun- 
cheon speaker on the first day of the PBC. 

President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo will 
be the keynote speaker during the confer- 
ence s closing day. 

‘As the conference chair, Chua will pre- 
sent to the President the resolutions of the 
PBC and public-private partnership pro- 
jects, Samie Lim, PCI president, will pre- 
sent the PCCI president's report. 

Chua said the incoming president of the 
Chinese General Chamber of Commerce 
Hong Kong, Jonathan K. S. Shum, was 
scheduled to talk on "The Role of Chambers 
in Managing Initiatives for Public-Private 
Partnership. 
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Gov't borrowings hit P396.12B 


9% lower than January-September level last year 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT BOR- 
rowed P396.123 billion from January to 
September this year to plug the “budget 
deficit and pay maturing obligations. 

‘The amount was 19 percent lower than 
the P489.33 billion in liabilities it incurred 
in the same period last year. 

Finance officials attributed the double- 
digit decline to the expected drop in the 
budget deficit and the more favorable inter- 
est rate and exchange rate environment 
that reduced its need for borrowings. 

Data from the Department of Finance 
showed that of the borrowings obtained in 
the first nine months, 77.8 percent or 
308.311 billion was used to pay liabilities 
that were about to fall due. 

Of the borrowings as of September, 
109.336 billion came from foreign lenders. 
Foreign creditors include multilateral institu- 
tions and foreign governments that extend of- 
ficial development assistance (ODA), and in- 
vestors in the international capital market who 
purchase the government's sovereign bonds. 

‘The Philippines’ biggest sources of ODA 
are the Japan Bank for International Coop- 
eration, the Asian Development Bank and 
the World Bank. Unlike loans obtained from 
the capital market, ODAs are concessional in 
nature and are charged lower interest rates. 

‘The foreign borrowings as of September 
included the $1 billion raised from the sale 
of global bonds in January. 

The remainder of the total borrowings as 
of September, amounting to P286.787 bil- 
lion, came from the domestic capital market 
through the sale of treasury bills and bonds. 

The government has adopted the policy of 
borrowing more from domestic sources to 
Jessen its exposure to foreign exchange volatility. 

With the low interest rate regime, the 
government spent less to pay for interests 
on its loans. 

The 91-day treasury bill rate, for in- 
stance, was assumed to average between 4 
and 5 percent this year but was actually on- 
ly about 3 percent. 

‘The peso's appreciation, on the other hand, 
helped trim the governments debts that are 
denominated in foreign currencies. This, in 
turn, allows it to allocate less for debt servicing. 


DTI still ... 


Also, Feliciano 
—along with anoth- 
er legal expert, for- 
mer University of 
the Philippines Col- 
lege of Law dean 
Merlin Magal- 
lona—said me 
Jpepa gave Japanese 
firms the right to 
‘own land and it as- 
sumed the power 
that rests solely on 
Congress to set and 


From page BI 


country’s — fishing 
grounds through cor- 
porate entities that 
were at least 60-per- 
cent Filipino-owned, 
as required under the 
Constitution 


The governments borrowings as of Septem- 
ber already overshoot the program of P380.951 
billion for the entire year. The excess borrowings 
were partly due to the governments issuance of 
Retail Treasury bonds (RTBs) in July: 

The government had intended to sell on- 
ly P8 billion worth of RTBs, but the market 
showed huge appetite for the securities. 
This encouraged the treasury officials to 
sell more than PSO billion worth of RTBs. 

The Bureau of the Treasury had said the 
issuance of RTBs was not only meant to 
raise funds for the government but also to 
give investment opportunities to small and 
individual investors. 

The DOF said the government was commit- 
ted to trim its budget deficit according to what 


was programmed. For this year, the govem- 
ment has targeted to slash the deficit to P63 bil- 
lion from last year's P64.8 billion. This is consis- 
tent with the aim of posting a balanced budget 
next year—after a decade of budget deficits. 

“It is only after we balance the budget 
that we can reduce our outstanding debt 
and, therefore, substantially lessen our 
need for borrowings,” Finance Undersecre- 
tary Roberto Tan had said. 

Although the stronger peso and the low- 
er interest rates helped temper the increase 
in the governments outstanding debt, 
which currently stands close to P4 trillion, 
the liabilities still rise on a year-on-year ba- 
sis because of the budget deficits every year 
that resulted in accumulated borrowings. 
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modify tariff rates. 
In a briefing with 
INQUIRER editors and 
reporters, Aquino 
said Feliciano was in 
fact one of several 
lawyers tapped by 
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the Office of the So- 


licitor General to ad- 
vise negotiators dur- 
ing the Jpepa talks. 
“Since our negoti- 
ating team were 
trade experts rather 
than legal experts, 
we asked the OSG 
for help and they 
provided us with 
consultants and one 
of them was Feli- 
ciano,” he explained. 
Negotiations for 
the Jpepa started in 
2004 and was 
wrapped up in 2006 
when President 
Macapagal-Arroyo 
and then Prime Min- 
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mi signed the treaty. 

“We do not want 
to preempt what Fe- 
liciano would tell 
when the Senate 
(foreign relations) 
committee convenes 
the last hearing on 
Nov. 5,” Aquino said. 
“But he was looking 
at the wrong annex 
when he said the 
Jpepa was unconsti- 
tutional.” 

The senior under- 
secretary said the 
933-page agree- 
ment did not have 
provisions that were 
contrary to the Con- 
stitution as the ne- 
gotiators’ authority 
was limited by the 
Basic Law. 

He said that, for in- 
stance, — Japanese 
businesses were al- 
lowed to exploit the 
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Heer chain raising 
up to P5B for expansion 


Company plans to put up hotel in China 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson " 


THE DISCOVERY CHAIN OF HOTELS 
ofthe Tiu family is keen on raising P3 
billion-Ps billion most likely through 
an initial public offering in two years 
time. 

This will enable the company to 
expand its operations in the country 
and venture into the competitive 
hotel market in China. 

JTKC Land director for corporate 
planning John Tiu Jr. said The Dis- 
covery Group was considering 
putting up a hotel in China in 2009. 

“Maybe the IPO would take us to 
further expand. Our main plan is to 
goto China and we are now in the ex- 
ploratory stage. It’s very competitive 
(in China) but the market is so huge 
and itis growing rapidly” Tiu sai 


Tiu said the hotel group was also 
exploring sites in Palawan and Bo- 
hol for future hotel projects. 

The Discovery Group may spend 
P2 billion to P3 billion for one 250- 
room luxury resort hotel. 

To take advantage of the growing 
tourist arrivals and a robust local 
tourism, the Discovery Group is 
putting up “Discovery Primea,” a 
six-star high-end residential project 
on the 4,087-square-meter proper- 
ty formerly occupied by Gilarmi 
Apartments along Ayala Avenue 
across Rustan’s Makati. Construc- 
tion of the planned 60-story resi- 
dential project will start next year. 

The Gilarmi service apartments 
was acquired by the Tiu family from 
the widowed former beauty queen 
Armi Kuusela in 1990. 


‘The Tiu family has been involved in 
hotel development since 1975 when it 
built Dakota Mansion in Malate. It lat- 
erput up the Mansion Group of Hotels, 
a chain of service apartments , hotel 
and residential suites. is hotels include 


The family also owns the Discov- 
ery Chain of Hotels, operated by 
Discovery Leisure Co., which in- 
clude the 223-room Discovery 
Suites in Ortigas, the 88-room Dis- 
covery Shores in Boracay and Dis- 
covery Country Suites Tagaytay. 

The Tiu Group, through JTKC Eq- 
uities, has interests in financial ser- 
vices through iRemit Inc., an overseas 
money transfer firm, and Sterling 
Bank of Asia, and in steel manufac- 
turing through listed firm TKC Steel. 


Enerfuse keen on small-island grids 


By Abigail L. Ho 


ENERFUSE HOLDINGS INC, A 
consortium of new oil players, is 
looking at venturing beyond the 
downstream oil industry and cross- 
ing over to the power sector by bid- 
ding for missionary power grids un- 
der National Power Corp.'s Small 
Power Utilities Group (Spug). 

In a recent interview, Flying V 
chair and chief executive Ramon 
Villavicencio said the Enerfuse 
consortium was positioning itself 
as an end-to-end company en- 
gaged in the business of shipping, 
mining, alternative fuels and pow- 
er 

To help fulfill this objective, he 
said the group would be participat- 
ing in the privatization of Napocor's 
Spug areas. 

"These areas use diesel for power 
generation, so it will make sense for 
us to be doing business in these ar- 
eas," he said. 

Napocor is pushing for the accel- 
erated privatization of the mission- 
ary power grids under the Spug to 


make its operations more viable. 

In an earlier interview, Napocor 
president Cyril del Callar said the 
state firm had been heavily subsi- 
dizing power costs in these Spug. 

He said having the private sector 
step in would help minimize Napoc- 
ors costs, as well as reduce the sub- 
sidies that other power consumers 
had to shoulder. 

Napocor, he said, was aiming at 
reducing the missionary power sub- 
sidies by at least 30 percent, or P1 
billion, a year. This amount could 
then be channeled to other mission- 
ary areas needing electricity. 

“The P1 billion in annual savings 
in missionary subsidies can be used 
by the Department of Energy to pro- 
vide electricity to 1,000 isolated 
barangays under President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo's barangay electrifica- 
tion program," he said. 

According to Napocor data, the 
Spug generates power at an aver- 
age cost of P14 per kilowatt-hour 
(kWh). It charges between P4.80 
and P5.64 per kWh, or an average 
of only P5.30 per kWh, in consider- 
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Gov't revives 


set aside around 10 percent of 
their eamings for investments. 
The bonds are also proposed to 
be denominated in US dollars. 

‘Asked whether the OFW bond 
float would help the BSPs mop- 
ping up of excess liquidity in the 
financial system, Amador said it 
would depend on whether the 
bonds would attract inflows on 
top of what is already being re- 
mitted to the country. 

But for 2008, she said the BSP 
was “conservatively” projecting a 
much slower 5-percent growth in 
remittances coursed through the 
banking system from the 15-per- 
cent average growth seen in the 
first eight months of the year. 

Amador said 95 percent of to- 
tal remittances—a large portion 
of which was being coursed 
through the informal channels in 
previous years—have now been 
captured by the banking system. 

‘Two to three years ago, as 
high as 30 percent of total flows 
went through informal or un- 
regulated channels. 

Based on an internal study by 
the BSP on remittances, the chal- 
lenge on this phenomenon was 


ation of the standard of living in the 
73 Spug areas. 

“The difference between our gen- 
eration costs and selling rates is the 
subsidy that we provide for these 
areas, part of which is recovered 
through the universal levy, amount- 
ing to 3.5 centavos per kWh,” Del 
Callar sai 

An initial 14 Spug areas were 
identified for privatization. 

Electric cooperatives in these ar- 
eas have already signed power sup- 
ply contracts with private power 
producers, or new power providers, 
in the islands of Palawan, Oriental 
Mindoro, Marinduque, Bantayan, 
Masbate, Catanduanes, Romblon 
and Tablas. 

Next to be auctioned off are pow- 
er generation contracts for the is- 
lands of Basilan, Sulu, Tawi-Tawi, 
and Siquijor. 

Enerfuse is composed of Flying V 
Unioil Petroleum Philippines Inc., 
Seaoil Philippines Inc. and Eastern 
Petroleum Corp. The consortium is 
involved primarily in biofuels de- 
velopment. 


From page BI 


not so much the large flows com- 
ing in but in directing these private 
flows toward productive activities. 
"While these are private 
transfers, the government can 
ensure that the policy environ- 
‘ment is conducive to the use of 
these remittances for invest- 
ments in productive activities 
such as entrepreneurial endeav- 
ors and investment in better 
healthcare, education and 
housing for the families of re- 
mitters,” the BSP study said. 
Contrary to the common be- 
lief that remittances flow in 
abundance whether in good 
times or bad, the BSP study also 
suggested that prospects on the 
domestic economy and the pe- 
so-dollar movement now influ- 
ence overseas Filipinos’ ap- 
petite to send money even more 
than the sheer commitment to 
help families back home. 
“Policymakers should therefore 
not be drawn into complacency 
that remittances can comfortably 
help the economy weather eco- 
nomic downturns. There is no 
substitute for prudent macroeco- 
nomic policies,” the study said. 
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Business 
yeing expansion, Sun Life 


to take on bancassurance 


Insurer to open, upgrade links with RP banks 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


SUN LIFE FINANCIAL PHILIPPINES IS SET 
to venture into local bancassurance in order 
to expand the distribution channel fər its in- 
surance products and mutual funds. 

SLEP treasury director Cesar Zampaga told 
reporters on Friday that the company had re- 
cently beefed up its bancassurance team to 
explore opportunities in this area, including 
the possible upgrading of its existing partner- 
ship with Standard Chartered Bank. 

“This will address our need to expand that 
type of arrangement, not only with SCB, but 
with other institutions in the future,” Zampa- 
ga said. 

Bancassurance is the selling of life insur- 
ance products to bank clients. But in the 
Philippines, a bank is only allowed to sell life 
insurance products of its banking affiliate. 
‘This means that a bank has to own 5 percent 
ofan insurance firm before it can sell any poli- 
cy. A bank is also allowed to have one bancas- 
surance partner. 

‘To date, Sun Life's tie-up with SCB involves 
only distribution, Under this arrangement, 
SLEP is allowed to use the British banks 
database to market its products and, for every 
sale concluded, the insurer pays a referral fee 
to the bank. Also, SLFP has a co-branded 
credit card product with SCB, 

But while SLFP may enter into a bancassur- 
ance arrangement with only one bank, the in- 
surer still have other options, such as in the 
distribution of its mutual funds, he said. 

“İt depends on the type of arrangement 
well get into,” Zampaga said. "It might not be 
a full-blown bancassurance. It may be a bro- 
ker type of relationship." 

For instance, he noted, foreign banks like 
SCB and HSBC have existing brokerage busi- 
nesses which may open up fresh opportuni- 
ties for SLFP without necessarily restricting it- 
self to one bancassurance partner. 

“We recognize the advantage of a full- 
blown partnership," he said. "But as we see 
our own clientele, which comes from the AB 
market, we have to take advantage of syner- 
gies with some ofthe foreign banks." 

A local partnership with HSBC—which is a 
stiff competitor of the Sun Life group in other 
markets like Hong Kong—has given SLFP 
substantial business in mutual funds. 

SLFP makes available its array of mutual 
funds to HSBCs wealth management clients 


DA puts up food 
terminals in 
rural towns 


By Amy R. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
has started putting up barangay food termi- 
nals and “bagsakan,” or drop-off, centers in 
the provinces, which are expected to initial- 
ly benefit some 2 million consumers in the 
rural areas. 

“We are extending these centers outside 
Metro Manila and into the provinces to ex- 
pand the access of ordinary, rural consumers 
to high quality, but more affordable, goods,” 
said Agriculture Secretary Arthur C. Yap. 

Together with the local governments, the 
DA had earlier set up BFTs across Metro 
Manila to sell basic food items, like rice and 
vegetables, at prices up to 12 percent cheaper 
than those sold in regular retail outlets. 

Bagsakan centers meanwhile, provide 
farmers with direct access to wet markets and 
‘consumers. 

This link would eliminate unnecessary 
deals with traders and middlemen, which 
tend to jack up prices of agriculture produce, 
reducing the profit margin of small farmers 
and fisherfolk. 

As of this month, Yap said, 21 BFTs and 9 
bagsakan centers have been set up in Metro 
Manila—in Quezon City, Manila, Taguig, Bu- 
lacan and Caloocan—benefiting over 
410,703 families. 

‘These BFTS are partly funded by the Japan 
Grant Assistance for Underprivileged Farm- 
ers, also known as the 2KR (Kennedy Round) 
grant, which aims to promote the welfare of 
Filipino farmers living below the poverty 
line, 

According to Yap, the DA hopes to set up 
43 more of these consumer-friendly termi- 
nals in the second half of 2007 in Mega Mani- 
la and in the provinces. 

To round up its planned BFTs for the year, 
‘Yap said the DA will also set up food termi- 
nals in the country’s economic zones, such as 
the First Cavite Industrial Estate, Clark Spe- 
cial Economic Zone, Cavite Export Processing 
Zone, and the Laguna Technopark. 

‘The program also involves the provision of 
special routes as food lanes, and the use of 
cold storage facilities in strategic locations to 
better preserve perishable farm produce. 

These centers, Yap said, can help the DA at- 
tain its goal to boost agricultural harvests and. 
increase annual growth from the current av- 
erage of 3 to 4 percent to at least 5 to 6 per- 
cent for the next decade. 


and the arrangement has proven to be a suc- 
cess, he said. 

“We hope to multiply that with other finan- 
cial institutions that have the distribution 
channel,” Zampaga said. 

On Friday SLFP also launched a pioneering 
tie-up with Bank of the Philippine Islands on 
cash remittances. 

Although SLFP can not team up with BPI 
on bancassurance, since the Ayala group has: 
its own life insurance company, the insurer in- 
stead has tapped the bank’s remittance plat- 
form for overseas workers for its own domes- 
tic payment requirements. It was the first time 
BPI had allowed its local remittance network 
tobe used by another financial institution. 


Printing life. 


1 o A ting S 
uickBooks” 2007 feran Business Types 
Business Finance Management Made Easy! 


Quick and Easy Way to 


QuickBooks Premier comes 
Manage your Business 


with industry specific editions 
Wo recognise al irr des havo dre node nd 
{ns daoen hoger Aarto tones Dario 
‘Stason Pam cones wan nar sete snr 
"Accountants Edition 

A, * Construction Business Edition 
* Manufacturers and Wholesalers Edition 
+ Non-Profit Organisations Edition 
+ Professional Service Businesses Edition 
+ Property Managers Edition 
^ Retailers Edition. 


SPECIAL OFFER! 


FOR SALES INQUIRIES CONTACT. 
5-12 3012 1533990 [828400 
E18] 599-4095 5380707 
alsədğmasedəyslama com 


LMENELED FEI ‘saxo 1 unit pr company 


ERT EET TET 


Available at the following computer retail shops. 
+ Columbia Davao - Complink - Emcor - PC Express » Mobile - MTO Microtrend - Octagon Superstore - Villman Computers 


For enquiries, please 
es ©. 4632900 7111 


— 


se F 


DİR Peri No. 3833 Serios of 2007 


LINKSYS’ 


A Division of Cisco Systems, Inc. ` 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


BuSINESS 


Bears prowl Wall Street as jitters grow 


Market awaits release of economic reports, earnings of key companies 


NEW YORK—A HORRIFIC WEEK ON 
Wall Street has put the bears in com- 
mand as the market braces for more 
leak news from the US housing front 
fand earnings that may show how 
companies are weathering the storm. 
In the week ended Friday, the Dow 
«Jones Industrial Average plummeted 
4.05 percent to 13.522.02 as the 
; blue-chip index retreated from its 
$ highs of Oct. 9 above 14,000 points. 
The broad market Standard & 
Poor's 500 index sank 3.92 percent to 
1,500.63 and the tech-heavy Nasdaq 
tumbled 2.87 percent to 2,725.16. 
The stock market waé roiled over 
the past week by weaker-than-ex- 
‘pected data from the struggling real 
7 estate sector, with new housing start- 
ing sliding to a 14-year low, and eam- 
ings reports from the financial sector 
that show the troubles spreading. 


WB to return 
emphasis 
to agriculture 


WASHINGTON—IF THE WORLD IS COM- 
mitted to reducing poverty and achieving 
sustainable economic growth, the powers 
of using agriculture for development must 
be unleashed, the World Bank said. 

Promoting agriculture, the bank said in 
its World Development Report, is essential 
for meeting the Millennium Development 
Goal of reducing poverty and hunger by 
half by 2015 and continuing to do so for 
several decades thereafter. 

“A dynamic ‘agriculture for development 
agenda’ can benefit the estimated 900 mil- 

* lion rural people in the developing world 
who live on less than $1 (euro.70) a day, 
most of whom are engaged in agriculture,” 
said Robert Zoellick, the bank's new presi- 
dent. 

“We need to give agriculture more 
prominence across the board," he said Fri- 
day. 

Last week in a speech outlining his strat- 
egy for the bank after 100 days in office, 
Zoellick said economic growth from agri- 
culture benefits the poorest countries four 
times more than growth in other sectors of 
an economy. 

“We need a 21st Century Green Revolu- 
tion designed for the special and diverse 
needs of Africa,” he said, “sparked by 
greater investment in technological re- 
‘search and dissemination, sustainable land 
management, agricultural supply chains 
and policies that strengthen market oppor- 
tunities.” 

The report, titled “Agriculture for Devel- 
opment,” said the rich countries need to re- 
form policies that harm the poor. 

For example, it is vital that the United 
States reduce cotton subsidies, which de- 
press prices for African farmers. 

In the emerging area of biofuels, the report 
said, the problem is both restrictive tariffs 
and heavy subsidies in rich countries, which 
drive up food prices and limit export oppor- 
tunities for efficient developing countries. 

The report also asserts that industrial- 
ized countries that were the major contrib- 
utors to global warming urgently need to 
do more to help poor farmers adapt their 
production systems to climate change. 

The bank identifies agriculture's contribu- 
tion to rural people in three types of soci- 
eties: Agriculture-based countries, trans- 
forming countries and urbanized countries. 

In agricultural-based countries, the agri- 
cultural sector is essential to overall 
growth, poverty reduction and food securi- 
ty. Most of these countries are in Sub-Saha- 
ran Africa, where agriculture employs 62 
percent of the population and generates 32 
percent of gross domestic product growth, 

‘The bank said that while 75 percent of 
the world's poor live in rural areas, only 4 
percent of government foreign aid goes to 
agriculture in developing countries. AP 


A struggling dollar and record high 
oil prices have also hurt sentiment. 

Mary Ann Hurley said crude oil's 
jump above $90 is worrisome for the 
‘outlook. 

“The rise in oil and gasoline prices 
has traditionally acted as a tax on the 
consumer," she said. 

“Consumers have already started 
reducing their demand for oil due to 
higher prices, an apparent softening 
of the labor market, tightening of 
loan standards and the deteriorating 
housing and credit market sectors.” 
Analysts say reports Wednesday on 
existing home sales and Thursday on 
new home sales will show further de 
clines in a market that some say is 
showing its worst declines in 
decades. 

“The housing sector continues to 


slide, imparting downside risk to our 


cut 


already sub-trend forecast for eco- 
nomic growth,” said Deutsche Bank 
analysts Joseph LaVorgna and Carl 
Riccadonna. 

"The analysts said the problems may 
spread further to the financial sector 
and that reduced construction activi- 
ty will mean higher unemployment 
and as a consequence, lower con- 
sumer spending. 

This week, Wall Street will see in 
addition to the economic reports the 
quarterly results from Apple, Boeing, 
Merrill Lynch and Microsoft, among 
others. Many will be looking at for- 
ward guidance from the companies 
instead of the backward-looking prof- 
itfigures. 

The ray of hope for Wall Street is 
that many expect the Federal Reserve 
to jump into action with another rate 
later this month. The central bank 


already trimmed its base rate by a 
half-point in September to ease stress 
in housing and credit markets. 

“Odds of a 25 basis-point reduc- 
tion in the funds rate jumped to 92 
percent Friday from 24 percent Mon- 
day" said a report from Thomson IFR 
Markets. 

“We do not see so much weakness 
in the domestic economy (especially 
ex housing), but the Fed must placate 
real fears that there are more cadav- 
ers in the banking sector and that un- 
certainty will snatch more from po- 
tential growth.” 

Bond prices rallied in the past week 
as investors flocked to safety. The 
yield on the 10-year Treasury bond 
slid to 4.401 percent from 4.687 per- 
cent a week earlier, and that on the 
30-year Treasury dropped to 4.689 
percent from 4.905 percent. AFP 
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TRADERS work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. Caterpillar Inc's warning that the housing slump was 
infecting the economy sent US stocks tumbling last Friday by the most in more than two months, in a drop that was made 
more unnerving as it marked the 20th anniversary of the 1987 crash. The Dow fell nearly 367 points after Caterpilar, the 
world's top maker of construction equipment, said the US economy will be "near to, or even in, recession” next year. iss 
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Finance heads 
grapple with 
credit crisis 


VVASHINGTON—FACED WITH SOARING 
oil prices, a falling dollar and the worst 
credit crisis in nearly a decade, the masters 
of global finance have a simple message for 
jittery markets: Be calm, we are keeping an 
eye on things. 

It probably did not help, however, that 
the new assurances came exactly 20 years 
from the date of the worst market melt- 
down in .. history. 

The meeting of finance leaders from 
the Group of Seven industrial countries 
coincided with the anniversary of “Black 
Monday,” Oct. 19, 1987, when the Dow 
Jones industrial average plunged by 22.6 
percent, its biggest one-day percentage 
loss ever. 

While US Treasury Secretary Henry Paul- 
son, Federal Reserve Chairman Ben 
Bernanke and their G-7 counterparts did 
not dwell on those long-ago events during 
their discussions Friday, the anniversary 
served as an eerie reminder that the global 
economy does not always perform as its 
handlers wish that it would. 

It did not help that while the policymak- 
ers were holding their discussions in Trea- 
sury's ornate Cash Room, the Dow Jones in- 
dustrial average was plunging by 366.94 
points, or 2.64 percent. It was the third- 
biggest point drop this year and reflected in 
part oil prices that momentarily climbed to 
anew record, above $90 per barrel. 

The problems this year came to a boil 
when credit markets essentially froze ori 
Aug. 9 as fear overwhelmed many in- 
vestors. 

Troubles that began in the market for 
subprime mortgages have spread to many 
other kinds of debt. The credit crunch has 
been similar in intensity to the crisis that hit 
the global economy in August 1998 after 
Russia devalued the ruble. 

Paulson, speaking to reporters after Fri- 
days meeting, said the G-7 officials are 
watching market developments closely. 

However, in their joint statement of 
goals, the officials essentially rehashed pre- 
vious bland assurances about cooperation 
in such areas as limiting volatility in curren- 
cy markets. Absent were any examples of 
where big differences in approach had been 
resolved AP 


UOB raises RP growth projection to 5.6% in 2007 


By Michelle V. Remo 


UNITED OVERSEAS BANK HAS 
raised its growth projection for the 
Philippine economy this year to 5.6 
percent from 4.9 percent due to the 
country’s “better-than-expected” per- 
formance in the first half. 

In a paper on the Philippines, the 
economics-treasury research group of 
UOB said remittances from overseas 
Filipino workers would remain strong 


for the rest of the year. This will support 
increase in consumption and therefore 
higher growth. 

“After some moderation in the fourth 
quarter 2006 growth, the Philippine 
‘economy came back with a vengeance 
... Growth was supported by the usual 
‘suspects: Robust private spending, ser- 
vices sector contribution and export 
demand,” UOB said in the paper. 

In the first half, the economy grew 
by 7.3 percent, its highest in more 


than two decades. 

‘The growth was much higher than 
what many economists, including 
those from government, expected. 

"The robust growth had prompted the 
administrations economic managers to 
declare that the Philippine economy 
was on a roll, and that the country was 
no longer a laggard in Asia. 

But UOB said the over 7-percent 
growth in the first half was not likely 
to be repeated in the second semester. 


The bank said the economy could 
grow by a maximum 5.6 percent this 
year. 

“So while the country has enjoyed 
an impressive first-quarter (and sec- 
ond quarter), we do not expect (that 
level of) growth to be sustained for 
the rest of the year, chiefly because 
government consumption would re- 
treat while exports are likely to mod- 
erate on slower demand from global 
markets,” UOB said. 


NiHao, BHP Billiton unit ink mining deal DENR suspends 


By Amy R. Remo 


LISTED FIRM NiHAO MINERAL 

Resources International Inc. has 

forged an agreement last week with 

QNI Phils. Inc., the local subsidiary 

of BHP Billiton Ltd., to explore for 
el in Zambales. 

In a disclosure to the Philippine 
Stock Exchange, NiHAO said the 
memorandum of agreement covers 
its Botolan nickel prospect in Zam- 
bales. 

NiHAO's Botolan asset covers 
two parcels of land - both of which 
lie between the Botolan and Iba 
towns of Zambales. 

Zambales, traditionally known 
for its chromite mines, also hosts 
abundant nickel laterite re- 
sources. 

Nickel is very much in demand 


in the world market as it is a vital 
ingredient in steel manufactur- 
ing. 

Under the agreement, NiHAO 
will conduct a preliminary explo- 
ration and drilling program on the 
property, while BHP Billiton will 
provide technical expertise and ad- 
vice through a joint exploration 
management committee. 

‘According to the disclosure, Ni- 
HAO will shoulder “all exploration 
expenses during this period and 
will be responsible for all legal and 
regulatory aspects covering the 
Property.” 

The disclosure also stated that 
the MOA contains the commercial 
terms for the offtake agreement, at 
BHPs option, between NiHAO and 
BHPs Yabulu nickel refinery in 
Queensland, Australia. 


BHP Billiton is the world’s largest 
diversified resources company. Its 
Yabulu refinery in Queensland is 
one of the world’s biggest nickel 
processing facilities. 

The offtake agreement for Ni- 
HAO's nickel property, the disclo- 
sure said, “will take effect once the 
exploration and drilling program is 
concluded and will extend for a pe- 
riod of five years.” 

Under this agreement, NiHAO 
will deliver 500,000 wet metric 
tones of nickel ore annually, and 
‘will be sold based on London Metal 
Exchange prices. 

Also, NIHAO and BHP signed on 
the same day a confidentiality 
agreement, which provides that 
both parties are not allowed to dis- 
close any privileged information to 
third parties. 


Ford considers RP hub expansion, cites concerns 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


FORD MOTOR CO., WHOSE OFFI- 
cials have expressed continued opti- 
mism in the Philippines, could ex- 
pand its production facility here by up 
to seven times if local economic 
growth continued and regional inte- 
gration opened up more markets in 
Southeast Asia, 

Liam Benham, Ford's vice presi- 
dent for governmental affairs in 
Asia-Pacific and Africa, said the 
‘company was continually looking at 
expansion opportunities in the 
country although there were no 
short-term plans so far. 

“Ideally, a facility should be pro- 
ducing 100,000 units to 200,000 
units yearly,” Benham said. 

“This is a possible future for (our 


Philippine operations) as the Asean 
market is still largely untapped, but 
we have to make a competitive situa- 
tion to make that a feasible reality’ 
he added. 

Ford's facility in Sta. Rosa, Laguna, 
has the capacity to turn out some 
31,000 units of vehicles yearly, but it 
isonly producing barely half of that. 

Benham was part of a business mis- 
sion sent by the US-Asean Business 
Council. It was here on a three-day 
visit that wrapped up Friday. 

The Bangkok-based official said 
the business mission met with various 
executive officials, including Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, and busi- 
ness-related bodies such as the Na- 
tional Competitiveness Council. 

"It is heartening to hear that there 
are deepiy-rooted efforts to make the 


country more competitive,” Benham 
said. “It is more so when one consid- 
ers that Ford enjoys (some conve- 
niences here) that are unparalleled in 
Asean.” 

However, he said that amid contin- 
ued optimism, the need to address 
hurdles to growth and expansion re- 
mained urgent. 

He said two of the greatest con- 
cerns among investors in the Philip- 
pines were the problems of smug- 
gling and high cost of power. 

Further, Benham said the strict 
implementation of the ban on the 
importation of used vehicles was 
needed as this was the biggest barri- 
er to the expansion of the domestic 
vehicle market. 

Benham said Ford was also antici- 
pating the opening up of markets in the 


region with the realization of the Asean 
(Association of Southeast Asian Na- 
tions) Economic Community. 

“Non-tariff barriers in Malaysia 
and the tax system in Thailand are 
currently discouraging Ford from ex- 
porting more vehicles to these coun- 
tries,” he said. 

Benham echoed US-ABC president 
Matthew P Daley, who expressed 
hope that “economic integration, in 
tangible and practicable ways, could 
be accelerated.” 

“We are fully committed to the Philip- 
pines, which isa very key hub for Ford in 
the Asian region,” Benham said. 

“We export not only to Asean but to 
farther regions as well. We have start- 
ed shipping out flex-fuel engines to as 
far as South Africa, which is 12 hours 
by plane,” he added. 


tree-cutting 
permits 


ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RE- 
sources Secretary Lito Atienza has suspend- 
ed tree-cutting permits extended to small- 
scale mining companies and individuals. 

Atienza issued the order after suspend- 
ing the tree-cutting permits issued to three 
small-scale mining companies in Sibuyan 
Island, Romblon. 

“Small-scale mining should only involve 
the use of tools like picks, hammers and 
shovels. Heavy equipment should not be 
utilized and, as such, should not involve the 
cutting down of trees,” Atienza said in a 
statement. 

‘The decision came in the aftermath of 
the killing of Sibuyan councilor and envi- 
ronmental activist Armin Marin. 

Marin was shot dead while leading a 
protest against a nickel exploration project. 

“The tragic incident compelled us to look 
at the situation in Sibuyan, We found out 
that part of the small-scale mining permits 
issued there was the go-signal to cut trees,” 
Atienza said. 

These permits had allegedly allowed 
small-scale mining companies in Sibuyan 
to cut down around 70,000 trees. 

Atienza likewise questioned an earlier 
argument, which claimed that the tree-cut- 
ting permit was given to allow for road con- 
struction. 

“Why would trucks be allowed to haul 
iron ores when small-scale mining should 
not involve the use of machines and heavy 
equipment in the first place?" he said. 

‘Atienza said small-scale mining was just 
meant to provide livelihood opportunities 
to the poor. 

“It is not intended to line the pockets ol 
wealthy financiers who, in masquerading 
as small miners, are not only shortehanging 
the government [but also] the community; 
hesaid. Amy R. Remo 
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Flat screened TVs are in 


Text and photos 
by Charles E. Buban 


LAT SCREEN TELEVI- 
F sions have become the 

preferred TV choice for 
virtually any home. 

And who would not want one? 
With improved designs and bui 
advantages, such as wider viewing 
angles (that make them easier to 
view from multiple areas around 
the room), buying a flat screen TV 
makes perfect sense. 

Even the traditional cathode ray 
tube, or CRT TVs, now employ flat 
screen technology to offer features 
that could rival its more advanced 
cousin, the liquid crystal display TVs. 

This is why even LCD-TV giant 
Sharp has updated its CRT TV mod- 
els, unveiling its newest lineup of 
pure flat TVs for the Philippine mar- 
ket. 


Not yet out 

Called the Alexander series, this 
new generation proves that CRT TVs 
are not yet out of the living room. 

“With Sharp s Alexander series, Fil- 
ipino consumers now have a chance 
to enjoy much better TV pictures, 
brighter pixels, better contrast ratios 
between light and dark, and faster re- 
sponse times (in showing motion im- 
ages), assured Sharp (Phils.) Corp. 
president and GM Kenji Okunaka. 

Apart from giving LCDs and plas- 
ma a serious challenge in the visual 
department, Okunaka added that the 
Alexander series also features 
Sharp's proprietary Big Sound tech- 
nology that guarantees clear, high 
quality sound reproduction courtesy 
of a four-speaker system with Bass 
Reflection Speaker Box. 


Raise the bar 

“With this technology, expect the 
Alexander series to raise the bar in 
sound fidelity and draw an enthusias- 
tic response from people looking fora 
new TV that not only looks great but 
sounds excellently as wel,” he said. 


ALEXANDER 7. 


SHARP (Phils) Corp.'s Okunala joined Z Sharp Corp. CEO of Asian 
operations Makoto Takahashi in presenting the Alexander series of fat 


screen CRT TVs. 


The Alexander series will be avail- 
able in two variants, the Great 
Alexander and Alexander Pro, which 
come in 21- and 29-inch models. The 
29-inch variant features surround 
sound, sound/video modes, 16:9 
mode, on/off timer, reminder on 
screen timer, beep reminder and 
even a child lock. 

But while the company is banking 
on the Alexander series to further 
strengthen its position in the CRT TV 
market, Sharp is expecting an in- 
creased demand for LCD TV. 

Sharp's line of LCD TVs currently 
account for about 10 percent of the 
market and Okunaka believes that, 
with the new models it has recently 
introduced, demand will further in- 
crease. 


Recent Aquos series editions 

Sharp’s flagship Aquos LCD TV 
line recently added the 
A83 and AS3 models, 
which are slimmer and 
lighter than its predeces- 
sors, not to mention that 
they are much better suit- 
ed for the forthcoming 
high-definition TV and 
multimedia revolution, 

‘The Sharp Aquos A83 rep- 
resents a technological 
breakthrough as it offers a 
high frame rate of 100- 


HTC connects 
with ‘ultimate 


mobile handset’ 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


SEEKING TO CONNECT WITH 
local business users, HTC Corp. 
has introduced a handset that 
packs Windows Mobile 6 func- 
tionality with Blackberry ser- 
vices and 3.5G connectivity 
anywhere in the world. 

This handset, the HTC TyTN 
TI, provides a complete suite of 
‘business applications, including 
Word Mobile, Excel Mobile, 
PowerPoint Mobile, contacts, 
calendar, push e-mail, notes, 
tasks, PDF viewer and more. 

In addition, HTC has includ- 
ed further applications such as a 
business card scanner and Map- 
King R12 that uses the built-in 
GPS for personal navigation. 

For Internet use, the HTC 
TyTN II can get users connected 
in any country with global high- 
speed HSDPA or 3.5G connec- 
tivity, tri-band UMTS, quad- 
band EDGE, and WiFi 
802.11b/g. These ensure that 
users can enjoy high-speed surf- 
ing, uploading and download- 
ing while roaming anywhere in 
the world. 

HTC also bundled in Black- 
Berry(R) Connect™ 4.0 for Mi- 
crosoft(R) Windows Mobile(R). 
The application allows the 
user to leverage on the 
benefits 
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Hz/120-Hz on a full high-definition 
TV 

This means viewers can experi- 
ence all the pleasures of a Full HDTV 
experience, and still enjoy smooth 
images and flicker-free analogue 
videos. 

Sharp explained that this is a re- 
sult of Sharp's Fine Motion Ad- 
vanced Technology, which uses a 
unique algorithm to create inter- 
mediary frames and double the 
number of frames-per-second on 
conventional video. This, in turn, 
increases the frame rate from 
50/60 to 100/120, giving analog 
video the smooth, flicker-free ex- 
perience on the A83 and even in 
the A53 models. 

This technology also ensures that 
high-speed moving visuals like sports 
scenes and scrolling text will remain 
distinct and clear. 


SHARP'S new 
Aquos A83 
(shown), as well as 
‘AS3 series deliver 
enhanced audio as 
well as blur-free 
visuals. 


Introductory 
P2,550.00 


(Regular Price: P2,950.00) 


Pos Marketing Ent. Inc. 


E-mail: business 


um Charge-It 


“LIPPINEgY 


The Solution 


.to your mobile power needs 


* Charge a wide range of mobile phones from 
Nokia, Motorola, Samsung, LG, Sony Ericsson 
& Siemens 


Can be charged from a USB port 


* Charge a mobile phone up to 3 times* 
before you need to recharge it 


* Charge other gadgets such as PDA, digital 
camera, MP3 player, portable console, etc. 


* Current; Voltage Limiter prevents over charging 


* Rubberized coating prevents slipping & 
grounding 


* Use your mobile phone while charging on the go 


Tel. Nos: (034) 432-3223 
434-1795 
708-1900 


YAmannasoft 
i 813-4169 


892-5239 


"Depends on the battery capacity and battery level of the mobile phones. 


Call NOW @ * 


inside" 


Quad-core. | 
Unmatched. 


As a growing business, you have enough challenges coming your way. I.T. shouldn't be one of them. Fortunately, 
IBM has a range of solutions lined up for you. From hardware to software, our solutions are scalable and 
flexible. Start with our IBM System x" with Quad-Core Intel® Xeon® Processor. Easy to install, its plug and play 
self-installation capabilities give you instant benefits. Still want more? Choose from a wide range of server, 


cà 


BlackBerry(R) wireless ser- 
vices, including BlackBerry(R) 
Enterprise Server and BlackBer- 
ry(R) Internet Service. TyTN II 
users can seamlessly connect 
with e-mail and other data ap- 
plications and enjoy a powerful 
Windows(R) user experience. 

Great Internet connection is 
not so enjoyable without a large 
screen, so HTC built a 2.8-inch 
color screen with an innovative 
adjustable screen angle. The 
screen slides back to reveal a 
full QWERTY keyboard, then 
tilts up to position the screen 
perfectly for reading and creat- 
ing e-mails, using applications, 
or even just playing videos and 
games. 

HTC Home", HTC's new 
homescreen, offers easy access 
to photo dialing, text messages, 
calendar entries, e-mails and 
contacts, as well as one touch 
access to live weather condi- 
tions plus four-day forecasts. 

"The launch of the HTC TyTN 
II is all about fast, easy access 
on the move to the kind of fea- 
tures and connectivity previ- 
ously reserved for the PC 
world,” HTC Asia vice-presi- 
dent Jack Tong said in an 
emailed statement. 

m "This phone is a per- 

SN, fect match for mobile 

professionals and 
advanced mobile 
consumers on the 
go, who can now 
benefit from the 
powerful fea- 


storage or software solutions. From the people and Business Partners of IBM. Innovation made easy. 


FLEXIBLE SOLUTIONS FROM IBM. MADE SIMPL! 


CHOOSE YOUR SERVER 


18M SYSTEM x3500 
FROM PhP214,000" (7977824) 
Duec-Core inte Xeor Processor ES310 16GHz 


18M SYSTEM x3400 
FROM PhP137,000" (7575424) 
Dual-Core inta” Xeon? Processor S110 16061: 


IBM SYSTEM x3650 
FROM PhP188,000* -/979214) 


Dual-Core in” Xe. Prove. 


1066Mz FSB with 22MB L2 Cache (Oval Capable) | 1086MHZ FSB with 212M5 L2 Cache (Oval Capable) 


3096NHz FSB with 2x2MB L2 Cache 


168 (2351248) PC2-8300 667WHz ECC DORZ 
FEDNM 


168 (51248) POZ-3300 667MHz ECC DORZ 
SDRAM FBDIMM 


168 (2x512MB) 667Mz PC2-5300 ECC | 
DDA2SORAM — 


Tagad EM SaveRAD Gc ampere RAD LA T0 | FREE IBM SeveRAD BK supporis RAIDO, 158 10 


integrated BM Sene RAD BK supporis RAD: 


2X34GB 15K Hot Swap SAS Hard Dak Dives US AGB 15K Hot-Swap SAS Hard Disk Daves, 


2473468 15K Hot Swap SAS Hard Disk De 


3 Years Paris and Labour, 9x5, On-Ste, Next 
Business Day 


å Years Paris and Labour 9x5, On-Site, Next 
Busnoss Day 


zu SYSTEM 20500 
Coa Con na Yace? ProcosurEE320 18654: 
FROM PAPZI9000 (7S77C2A) 


ALSO AVAILABLE 
au SYSTEM 0400 

Dust Coro insof Xo” Processor s120 1866H: 
FROM PMPVELDƏR" (775424) 


ADD YOUR STORAGE 


SYeurs Parts and Labour, 24x7, One, 
4 Hour Response. 


ALSO AVAILABLE 
em SYSTEM 0850 

Dusi Coro mə" Noor 6:20 18864 
FROM PhP192.000" 17979821A 


len SYSTEM STORAGE DS3400 
ange commos (17260) — 

2x Short Wave SFP Modulo (2274902) 

Ax MBGB 15K 35 Hot-Swap SAS HDD [40K 1044] 
22 5M LCL Fibre Chennai Cable - FREE (38M5697) 
2x Gbps SW SFP Transcovor - FREE (S6R6475) 


E 


ADD YOUR SOFTWARE 


TOTAL HARD BUNDLE PhP 355,500.00 


Capabioj 


"0 


NEED EMAIL SOLUTIONS 
NEED WEB SOLUTIONS 


NEED DATA PROTECTION 


IBM Thal Storage Manager 
‘SOLUTIONS 


Lotus complete Messaging Express Starter Pack 
10 user censos SW Mainionance 12 monihs PhP 60,984.00 


16M WebSphere pplication Server Expross iniranot Option 
20 user iconses « SW Maintenance 12 monins PhP 27,362.00 


100 Value Unas Liconso + SW Maintenance 12 months (equivalent to per CPU license) PhP 8,768.00 


TO COMPLETE YOUR SOLUTION BUNDLE, IBM OFFERS YOU: 
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(A) Cebu City, Super-Prime Corner Lots 
3,547 square meters in two parcels 
Gorordo corner Mango Avenue 
Excellent Rental Income 


Perfect Location for Call-Center, Hotel, Commercial or Retail Development 


Lapu-Lapu City, Mactan 


2,346 square meters Empty Lot and Rental Apartments 


Ideal for Commercial/Residential Development 

(Asking Price Reduced by 20%) 

Barangay Duljo, Cebu City 

2,490 square meters Duljo Market 

Ideal for Storage Warehouses, Commercial Development 
(Asking Price Reduced by 20%) 

Several Parcels of land outside Legazpi, Albay 
Parcels range in size from 1-8 hectares each 

All with excellent National or Main Road Frontage & Access 
Ideal for Middle Income Residential Subdivisions 

(Asking Price 25% below Appraised Values) 

Fishponds outside Lucena, Quezon 

Total Area of 19.5 hectares 

(Asking Price at PHP 12 million) 

Farmland / Fishponds in Bolinao Pangasinan 

Total Area of 18.6 hectares 

(Asking Price at PHP 2 million) 


Interested buyers please contact: 
032-2315148 or 0917-710-0564 


Contract Manager 
The US Naval Facilities Engineering command is seeking qualified applicants for the position of 
service contract project manager at WESMINCOM Zamboanga City, Mindanao. Contract currently 
encompasses aviation and waterfront operations, dining facility operation, MWR, facilities suppor. 
Employment wil initially be via annual renewable contract. Qualified applicants will be required to 
have appropriate clearances and will preferably have had prior military experience. Submit resumé, 
‘compensation requirements, and inquiries to: HRO@naviacpacificus, 

juality Assurance Representative 
The US Naval Facilities Engineering command is seeking qualified applicants for the position of 
quality assurance representative at WESMINCOM Zamboanga City, Mindanao. The position will 
provide quality assurance for service contracts and construction contracts. Employment wil initially 
be via annual renewable contract. Qualified applicants will be required to have a minimum of a BS in 
‘an appropriate engineering curriculum from an accredited university. Submit resumé, compensation 
requirements, and inquiries to: HRO@naviacpacific.us, 


Development Bank of the Philippines 


Marbel Branch 
Alunan Avenue, Koronadal City 


NOTICE TO ALL ELIGIBLE BIDDERS 


Please be informed that the deadline for the submission of Bids 
for the Construction of New DBP Marbel Branch Building is 
moved from October 29, 2007 at 10:00 A.M. to November 5, 
2007 at 10:00 A.M. Eligible Bidders must submit their Bids at 
DBP Marbel Branch, Alunan Avenue, General Santos City on or 
before 10:00 a.m. of November 5, 2007. Bid opening shall be at 
2:00 p.m. of November 5, 2007 at DBP, Marbel Branch, Alunan 
Avenue, Koronadal City. 


(Sgd.) ELVIE N. EULLARAN-ALBANO 
BAC Chairman 


(PDI- October 22 & 29, 2007) 


SEND YOUR. 
‘RESUMES INSTANTLY 


‘wi jobmarketodline com. 


JER 


omg 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 
This is to inform the public that the following series 
of Official Receipt (OR) and Provisional Receipt 
(PR) of SCANASIA OVERSEAS, INC. are missing: 


OPERATIONS 
HEAD 


30-45 years old, 
exp. good organizing 
skil, good PR stil, 
Apply at 
40 E. Rodriguez Sr. 
Ave. QC. 
7119696, 7120471 


P^ 
|09178884040 
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BCDA Management and Holdings, ne. 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The BCDA Management & Holdings, Inc. (BMHI) invites interested contractors to submit 
application for eligibility and if found eligible to bid subsequently for the project stated below: 
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Prospective contractors should have completed a similar contract for the above- 
mentioned project. 

Application for eligibility legal, technical and financial documents and statements) shall be 
evaluated using the "PASS/FALL" criteria set forth inthe Instructions o Applicants for Eligibility 
and to Bid. Only Eligible Bidders shall be invited by BMHI to participate in the bidding. All 
bids equal to or lower than the ABC shall be evaluated based on the contractor's offer for the 
contract under bidding and shall be subject to detailed evaluation. The lowest calculated 
responsive bidder shall undergo Post-Qualiicaion before tho award of the Contract. Bid 
prices submitted higher than the ABC shal be rejected and relured outright 

Application for Eligibility and Eligibility Forms wil be available for issuance at the Small 
Conference Room, Main Lobby, BCDA Corporate Center, 2/F Bonifacio Technology Center 
31st Street Comer 2nd Avenue, Crescent Park West, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig City, 
Metro Manila before 4:00 pm on October 18-25, 2007 upon submission of Letter of Intent 
(LOI) addressed to the BMHI Procurement Bids and Award Committee (BMHI-PBAC) 
Chairperson and payment of a non-refundable fee of ONE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED 
PESOS 00/100 (P1,500.00). Duly accomplished Application orEliibly and Eligibilty Forms 
shall be submitted not later than October 25,2007, 12:00 NN at the above-mentioned address. 
Should you need any further information or clarification regarding the Project, you may get in 
touch with Atty. Gisela Z. Kalalo and Margarita G. Ignacio at tel. no. 816-8666 local 184 & 
221, and Dennis B. Dagunton at tel. no. 541-3160 of the BMHI-PBAC Secretariat 


(Sgd.) GLORIA GEORGINA DJ JOTA 
BMHI-PBAC Chairperson 


BCDA Corporate Center 2/F Bonifacio Technology Center, 
31st Street cor. 2nd Avenue, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig, M.M. 
Tel. No. 816-6666 
(POI- Oct 22.2007) 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Provision of Training Services for Design and Delivery of 
Training Package 5 — Design and Conduct of Training on O&M 


The Government of the Philippines’ Department of Agriculture (DA) with funding assistance 
from the Asian Development Bank (ADB Loan - 1772-PHI) is currently undertaking the 
Infrastructure for Rural Productivity Enhancement Sector (InfRES) Project. The Project is 
designed to improve rural productivity and reduce poverty in target rural areas through the 
provision of demand-driven rural infrastructure and activities that strengthen local capacities 
for devolved project implementation and management. The Project under Component 2 
supports a program of capacity building that includes strengthening of LGUs, NGOs, 
‘Community Organizations and the DA in managing and implementing community-driven 
rural infrastructure projects. 


Infrastructure for Rural Productivity Enhancement Sector 
(InfRES) Project InfRES PROJECT OFFICE 


This invitation is intended to invite qualified training providers to apply for eligibility and bid 
for the design and delivery of Training Package 5 - Training on O&M to 81 LGUs in 9 
regions in Southern Philippines. This course will be provided to LGUs with about to be 
‘completed or on-going subproject implementation aimed to build their capabilities in 
maintaining their subprojects. 


‘The InfRES Project Office invites qualified training providers to submit proposals together 
with qualification documents. The training providers/institutions will be selected in accordance 
with existing GOP and ADB Procurement Guidelines on the Use of Consultants. 


Basic Qualification Requirements: 
Must have at least 3 years experience and track record in designing, conducting and 
managing training programs/courses particularly for LGUs 
Must have a team of qualified experts/resource persons whose field of expertise and 
experience are within the proposed training areas with relevant qualification and 
experience as trainers or resource persons in their specific field of expertise; 
Must be an accredited training institution of Civil Service Commission, LGA and/or 
other accrediting institutions 


Proposals and qualification documents must be submitted on or before 5:00 PM, November 
29, 2007 to: MR. MICHAEL J. ALLMAN, Team Leader and Project Management Specialist, 
InfRES Project (Attn: Richelda Salamero, Training Officer), InfRES Project Office, 2/7 
Floor JAFER Building, 118 West Ave., Quezon City. 

‘The Request for Proposal (RFP) and Qualification requirements shall be issued starting 
‘October 29, 2007 by the Project Office. For further information, interested parties may inquire 
during office hours at the following telephone numbers: 928-76-05/928-76-15. You can also 
visit our website at www Ginfres.com.ph 


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 
Notice is hereby given that ENTREX, 
ING. has been dissolved. If you have 
any valid claims against said company, 


please contact (Rizza B. Blanco) at 
Tel. No. (5269443). 


Di October 4 -24,2007) 


THE PHILIPPINES 


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 


Notice is hereby given that Liberty 
Aviation Corporation has been 


OR # 136655 PR # 45407 

136667 45408 

136668 45409 

136672 
All transactions involving the use of the said receipts 
are therefore considered as INVALID. 


For further inquiries, please call our 
office @ 815-0123 


14822,2007) 


DBM REGION V 


SAMI FOOD ..... 


(Poi - October 


More Classified Ads. ` 


CITY GOV'T OF ZAMBOANGA 


ERICSSON TELECOM .. 
PHIL. PLANTERS FERTILIZERS .. 


dissolved. If you have any valid claims 
against said company, please contact 
(Rizza B. Blanco) at Tel. No. (5269443). 


(PDI - October 4-24, 2007) 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2007 


ÅR Republic ofthe Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRARIAN REFORM 
Eliptical Road, Dilman, Quezon City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
(JANITORIAL SERVICES) 


The Department of Agrarian Reform (OAR) through s Bids and Awards Commitee 
(BAC) inends to apply hə sum of Eleven Milion Three Hundred Thousand Pasos 
(P11:200,00000] being the approved. budge for the contract ( ABC to payments 
Under the contract for Janitorial Services. Bids received in excess ofthe ABC shall 
be automaticaly rejected at Bid Opening. 
The DAR, now invites sealed Bids from eligible bidders for Janitorial Manpowor of 
three (9) supervisors and Seventy eight (78) Janitors. The Contract for Janitorial 
Servicos shall be for a period of six (6) months from January 2008 to Juno 2008, 
Tho descripion of an əllə bidder I contained in the Instruction to Bidders (ITB). 
Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non- 
discrolionary pasail criteria as specified In the implementing Rules and Regulations 
Part A (IRA-AO) of Republic Act 9184, otherwise known as the Government 
Procurement Relorm Act and s rescid to Filipino ciizens/sole proprietorship or 
‘vith at least sixty percent (60%) Interest or oustanding capital stock 
‘ciizens ol the Philppines, as spetid in Republ Act 5183. Only bids 
from bidders who pass elgbly check wil be opened. The process for the oli 
check Is described in ITB. The bidder wiih the lowest calculated bids (LGB) shall 
"advance lo the post qualification stage In order f final determine his responsiveness 
fo the technical and financial requirements of he projet. The contract hall hen be 
awarded to the Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who was 
determined as such during the pos-qualiicaton procedure. 
Interested bidders may obtain füther Information trom the Department of Agrarian 
Reform Bids and Awards Committee (DAR-BAC) and Inspect the bidding documents 
al the address given below from 800 am. - 500 pm. staring Ocober 17-23, 2007. 
A complete set of bidding documents may be purchased by Interested bidders from the 
address below and upon payment of a non-refundable fee in the amount of 
Pho. 20, 000.00. The method of payment wl be in the form of cas. The biking documents 
‘hal be received personal by the prospoctve bidder or hs athozed representative. 
The DAR - BAC will hold a Pre Bid Conference open to all interested parties on 
 Oclober 24, 2007, 10:00 am. at HRD Training Center, DAR Compound, Eliptical 
Road, Dilman, Quezon City. 
Bids and elbil requirements must be delvered tothe address below on or before 
November 8, 2007. Late bids shall not be accepled. AN biis must be accompanied 
by a Bid Securly in ether of the following form and amount 


Form of Security I 
Bank Guarantee 


Required Amount in Percent of ABCİ 
‘One and a hall porcant (1.5%) 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRARIAN REFORM 
Elliptical Road, Dilman, Quezon Cily 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
(SECURITY SERVICES) 


The Department ot Agra Reform (DAR) though s Bids and Awards Commltoo (BAC) 
intends 10 apply he sum ol Seventeen Milon Five Hundred Thy Four Thousand Eight 
Hundred Eight Pesos (P17,534 880.0) boing ha approved budget otha contact (ABO) 
to payments unde ho contract for Securty Serves Bids receive in excess of ho ABC shal 
be automaticaly rejocied at Bid Opening, 
Tha DAR now invies sealed Bids rom 


bidders for 81 Sacurly guards Including 1 
ment Commander and 3 Shin 


argelSupervisors. The Contract for Securty 
vices shall be for a period of six (6 monins from January 2008 to Juno 2008. The 
isciplon ol an elgblə bidder s contained in the Instruction t Bidders (TE). 

Bidding wil be conduclod through open cor ‘bidding procedures using non- 
dacrotonary passal ortara as epociled in the implanting Rules and Regulations Part 
ARRA] ol Republ Act 184, chan known asthe Goverment Procurement Rom. 
AG ond i resiced to Pipin olizenssl proprllorstip or organizations wih at laast shy 
percent (609) neret or oustanding capital sock belonging fo clizens of ho Phlippines. 
s specie in Republ Act 5183. Oniy bids rom bidders who pas gili check wil be 
‘pened. The process or the gy check is descrbed in ITB. The bader wih he lowest 
"leid bide (LCB) shal advance to fhe pos qallon stage In ordet finaly determine 
fis responsiveness tothe technical and İnanca reguiramonts ofthe project. Tho cont 
Shal hen be awarded to the Lowast Calculated and Response Bier (LCRB) who was 
determined as such during tha post qualification procedure. 

Interested biddors may obtain further Information fom tha Department o Agrarian Relom. 
Bids and Awards Commitee (DAR.BAC) and Inspect hə bidding documenta at Ihe address 
quon blo rom 8.00 am. - 500 pm. staring Octobar 17:28, 2007 


A complete ee ol bidding documents may be purchased by interested bidders fom the 
address below and upon payment ol a nomralundable toe in he amount ot Php20, 000.00. 
“Te method al payment wi be In hə fom of cash. To bidding documents shel be rcohved 
personaly by the prospective bidder or his authorized rapresentate. 

The DAR - BAC wil hod a Pro: Conference opan to all nerestod parties on October 24, 
2007, 10:00 am. at HRD Training Center, DAR Compound, Eliptical Road, Dilman, Quezon 
oy 

‘ids afd aligbilty requirements must bo delivered tothe address below on or bolora 
November 8, 2007, ale tids shali not be acapled. Al bids must be accompanied by a Bd 
Securty in ehar ol hə folowing fom and amoun: 


[ Form of Security Required Amount In Percent of ABC 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
PRESIDENTIAL BROADCAST STAFF-RTVM 
MALACANANG, MANILA 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 

The Presidential Broadcast Staf-RTVM through its Bids and Awards 
Committee (BAC), invites suppliers to apply for eligibilty and to bid forthe 
hereunder project: 
Name of Project 
Location 
Approved Budget 
forthe Contract 
Delivery Period: 30 days 

Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar 
project within the last three (3) years with an amount ofat least 50% of the 
proposed project forbidding, The Eligibility Check/Screening as well as 
the Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use non-discretionary “pass! 
fail criteria. Post-qualificatlon of the lowest calculated bid shall be 
conducted. 

All particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid 
Security, Performance Security, Pre-Bidding Conference, Evaluation of 
Bids, Post-Qualification and Award of Contract shall be governed by the 
pertinent provisions of R.A. 9184 and Its Implementing Rules and 
Regulations (IRR). 

The complete schedule of activities is isted as follows: 


Procurement of Broadcast Equipment 
: RTVM Bldg, Gate 6, Malacanang, Manila 
Php3,423,132.00 


Activites 

1) issuance of Bid 
Documents 

2) Pre-Biding 
Conference — |. 

3) LastDayof * 
Submission and 
Opening of Bids 


Date 
Oct 15:26, 2007 


Time 


10:00 AM 
10500 PM 
2:00 PM 


Place 
PBS-RTVM 


(ct. 25, 2007 PBS-RTVM 


November 09, 
` 2007 


1000 AM | PBS-RTVM 


Bank Guarentee no and a hall percent (15%) 


“ƏSİB Surely Bond Two and a hal percent (25%) 


Cash, Cashiers Check, Maragers Check or 


"One parni (1%) 
Bank Draft 


GSIS Surely Bond. 
Cash, Cashier's Check, 
Manager's Check or Bank Draft 


Two and a hal percent (2.5%) 
One percent (1% ) 


Bid opening shall be on Novémber 8, 2007 al 10:00 A.M. Bids wil be opened in the 
presence ol Biddefs representative who choose to allend the opening of bids. 
The DAR BAG reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bld, and to annul the 
bidding process and reject al bids al any ime prior to contract award winoul hereby 
incuing any bli to the alfected bidder or bidders. 


(5gd.) GERUNDIO C. MADUEÑO 
Undersecretary, SSO 
Chairman, BAC 


[PDI -October 16322, 2007) 


PHILIPPINE PROPERTIES EVENT SPONSOR 
PSBanksenior vice-president Jaime V.L. Araneta and Philippine Real Estate 
Festival 2007 chairperson Rosemarie Custodio Basa signeda memorandum of. 
agreement signifying the bank’s support for the Philippine properties event at 
the World Trade Center in Manila on July 26-29, 2007. This year's gathering 
dubbed "Balik-Bahgyan,Sariling Bahay sa Sariling Bayan for OFWs” featured an 
‘expo highlighting the most comprehensive showcase ofreal estate developments 
currently available in the market today, PSBanks participation is geared towards 
helping OFWs with their housing needs through its innovative Home Loan 
products 


EMILIA BIGATA 
REFORMINA LOTEYRO 


from Malinao, Albay; Chicago, Illinois; 
Queens Row, Cavite; and Eastwood City, Libis 


Peacefilljoinedber Creator 
‘on October21, 2007atiheageof92. 


Her children Pita (Ross) Rina, Vicky Reformina, Nel 
(Malu) Reformina, nee. Oppi (Ben) Yap, and Cora 
Loteyro; grandchildren Rey (hoy) Javellana and daughter 
Alli; Ken (Jamie) Leder and son Aidan, Louie, Carla, 
Dianne, and Rissa Reformina: Raymond (Leah) Yap and 
son Giddy, Marco (Karen) Yap, Sophia and Edmond Yap; 
and Elizabeth Loteyro-Wason and numerous relatives and 
friends request your prayers for the etemal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at the Loyola Memorial Chapels, 20th 
Avenue, Cubao, Quezon City, 


Interment will be on Saturday, October 27, 2007, 3PM at he “ 
Loyola Memorial Park, Sucat, Parağaque after the 12 noon 
requiem massat the Loyola Memorial Chapels, Cubao. 


gun b" 
Å REV. MSGR. CIRIACO SEVILLA, JR, HP | 

died in the Grace of Our Lord ori İ 
the 18" of October, 2007 at the age of 70 


lies in state on Oct. 22-23 at the Our Lady of Fatima Church 
in Apad, Calauag, Quezon, and on Oct. 24-25 at San Diego 
de Alcala Cathedral, Gumaca, Quezon. 
‘The funeral mass will be on Oct, 25, 2007, Thursday, at * 
9:00 am at San Diego de Alcala Cathedral. 


MAYHEFIND REPOSEIN THELORD. 


KURT MATHEW B. ISIP 


Born November 08, 1996 submit tö God's Grace on October 19, 2007 
will have his final rites on October 23, 2007. Those who wish to see him 
may see @ 67 Aries St., Purok 3, Tipo Hermosa, Bataan. 


‘id opening shal! be on November 8, 2007 at 1020 AM, Bids wil be opened in the presence 
‘of Bidders representativ wo choose to atend the opaning ol is 


The DAR BAC reserves the right to accept o reject any oral bid, ad to anal the bidding 
process and reject all bids at any tima prior to contract award witout hereby iocrdng any 
ab to the acted bidder or bidders, 
Deparment ot Agrarian Rolo 
Bids and Awards Commitee Secretariat 
Elipical Road, Diman. Quezon Cty 
‘Tol No, 9261891; 926/9860 8287031 loo 511 
(894) GERUNDIO C. MADUEÑO 
Undersocoany SSO 
: Calman, BAC 
DIO 6 & 12 20m. 


Bid Documents including details of specification wil be avaiableatthe 
PBS-RTVM Procurement Section ofthe Admin, and Finance Division (c 
o Mr. Cyrus M. Reputana) Tel Nos. 734-5681/735-6187 to prospective 
bidders only upon payment of a non-refundable amount of Php 700.00 to 
the Presidential Broadcast Staf-ATVM Cashier. 

The Presidential Broadcast Staf-RTVM assumes no responsibility 
whatsoever to compensate or indemnify bidders for any expenses 
incurred in the preparation ofthe bid, 


Approved by: 


(Sad) Melba B. Aligaen 
BAC Chairman 


(poi = October 15 a 22, 207) 


| EMCOR TO OFFER WESTERN UNION® MONEY TRANSFER SERVICE 


MANILA, PHILIPPINES — EMCOR, A WHOLLY- 
owned Filipino retail chain of household 
appliances and motoreyeles and The Western 
Union Company (NYSE:WU), a leading provider 
of global money transfer services, have reached 
an agreement to offer Western Union Money 
‘Transfer services via EMCOR's retail stores in 
Visayas and Mindanao. 

Davao City based EMCOR isthe first retail com- 
pany to join Western Union's network of more 
than 6,400 Agent locations in the Philippines. 
EMCOR has nine existing affiliated companies 
thatproduce high-quality products and services in 
the motorcycle and household appliance industry. 
Tn becoming a Western Union Agent, EMCOR will 
be the first company ofits kind in the Philippines to 
offer remittance services, Being based outside of 
Metro Manila also strengthens Western Unionis 
footprint in the Vis-Min area. 


"Because our business is in the re-selling of 
products rather than manufacturing them, the es- 
sence of our company's business operation is 
high-quality customer service,” said Jesus del 
Rosario, founder of EMCOR. 

"EMCOR's reputation for excellent customer 
service and drive for maximum client satisfaction 
fits well with Western Unionis focus on taking care 
of our customers,” said Patricia Riingen, Western 
Union's vice president for the Philippines. "This 
partnership gives us the opportunity to reach out to 
Filipinos in the Visayas-Mindanao area and offer 
them the same quality service we offer our cus- 
tomers in Manila, By the end of this year, EMCOR 
will have specially-built Western Union kiosks in 
100 EMCOR retail stores for easy access and con- 
venience.” 

About EMCOR 
EMCOR, was founded in 1958 as the franchise 


Western Union and EMCOR sign agreement 


dealer for International Harvesters in Mindanao. 
1n 1976, it shifted its product lines to motorcycles 
and appliances. For the first time, the company 
will not only offer products but also Western 
Union services to consumers available in 100 
EMCOR retail outlets. 
About Western Union 

"The Westem Union Company (NYSE: WU) is 
a leader in global money transfer services. To- 
gether with its affiliates, Orlandi Valuta and Vigo, 
Western Union provides consumers with fast, 
reliable and convenient ways to send and receive. 
money around the world, as well as send pay- 
ments and purchase money orders, It operates 
through a network of more than 312,000 Agent: 
locations in over 200 countries and territories, 
Famous for its pioneering telegraph services, the 
original Western Union dates back to 1851. For 
more information, visit westernunion.com. 


qəzasız asım” 
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PO KIO VDA de ATIENZA 


of Cotabato City 


Her children : 


Cremation schedule 


Now rests in the infinite warmth and embrace of our Lord. 


She joined our Creator on the 


will be on October 24, 2007. 


19th of October 2007, at the age of 95. 


Her loving husband Elpidio J. Atienza (deceased) 


Manuel and Shun Shun 
Conchita and Lucio Tan 
Tomas and Rosita 
Juanita (deceased) and Yu Beng Chua 
Sui Bi and David Samols 
Siu Ti and Karl Siebert 
Jose and Pilar 

Dionisia and Guat Sy Jr. 
Angelina and Roque Peran 
Roberto and Alma 


Her grandchildren, great-grandchildren and all relatives and friends 
request to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at La Funeraria Paz Chapel Superior De-Luxe, 
Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


Viewing time at 7:30 PM, October 22, 2007, Monday. 


——— 
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Everybody needs ID Cards 


law adds to 
gov't coffers 


busines gøperiuniy ba every school a DOF: Tax agencies generated 


business..bank... government office... club. 
social organization... in short, EVERYWHERE 


a a : sarema] PA4B in additional revenue 


By Michelle V. Remo 


R... 


THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT GENERAT- 

4 P43:7 billion in additional revenue in the 

half, following the implementation of the. 
Value-Added Tax Reform Law (RVAT). 

‘The Department of Finance reported over 
he weekend that, although the amount fell 
hort ofits P45.5 goal, it was still high- 

than the P55.4 billion collected in the same 

period a year ago. 
ame about when the Bureau. 
collect VAT on raw mate- 
BOCS shortfall in 


ernal Revenue’ 

The DOF said that, of the: 
the first semester, the BIR accounted for 
P19.9 billion, while the BOC turned in the re- 
maining P23.8 billion. The BIR exceeded its 
target of P17.7 billion, but the BOC recorded 
1 shortfall from its goal of P27.9 billio 


imports. 

‘The VAT Reform Law, considered to be the 
centerpiece of the Arroyo administration's 
iscal reform agenda, raised the VAT rate 

2 percent and expanded the c 

-rage of the tax to include oil and electricity 
Despite its unpopularity, the administra- 
economic managers strongly lobbied 
its implementation, claiming that this 
would help the government attain its goal of 
a balanced budget. Credit rating agencies 
dlosely monitor the government's RVAT col- 
capability to improve 


ment hopes to post a balanced. 
after 10 years of being in the. 


nancial crisis, which took its toll on corporate 
earnings and, therefore, tax coll 


In age of terror, 
insurance may 
come in handy 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


DAYS BEFORE AN EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
ped through a mall in M: g 
es, members of the non-life insurance 
industry announced that they would soon 
æ, as part of an 
to diversify their product offering 
Ina press briefing last week, Michael Rel- 
losa of the Philippine Insurers and Reinsur- 
Association said that there are so mam 
ways to jack up the industry's low penetra- 
tion rate of 15 percent in the county. 
“There are products already available in 
” other countries, but vvhich are still in the 
drawing boards here, like terrorism insur- 
Expand your workspace with the HP Compaq dc7800 Ultra-slim Desktop PC with Intel” Core™2 Quad Processor. Its efficient ance, which protects business from terrorist 
bombings,” said Rellosa, Pira director. 
design gives you far more space. And it's less than half the size of a regular desktop. So small, in fact, the computer fits "Terrorism risk insurance is a policy pur- 
on the monitor like a backpack. Thanks to the optional Quick Release bracket. Go ahead, stretch out and work. To start chased by property owners to co 
tial losses and liabilities resulting 
expanding, call 1-800-1441-6688 or (632)867-3557 or visit hp.com/personal. Email ph.contact@hp.com ror attack. It is considered to be a di 
product to sell because the probability of a 
terrorist strike. a while poten- 
tial losses may be enormou: 
Aside from being prone to natural disas- 
the country has had its share of terrorist 
strikes, the most recent of which was the 
bomb attack at the Glorietta shopping mall 
in Makati last Friday. Authorities are still in- 
vestigating the deadly blast that left 
more than 100 people injured. 
“Filipinos must be taught to be more safe- 
and security conscious,” Rellosa said. 
He said that the non-life insurance indu 
try is working hard to market comprehen- 
ve insurance coverage even for cars that. 
are older than five years, and increase the 
number of households that are covered with 
insurance policies. 
Rellosa said the industry's profitability 
Copyright 2007 k rate, as measured by the return on invest- 
Core, intel I ^ " ments, had recently gone down to 4 percent. 
poration m In previous years, the industrys ROI was 
am/ wing 3 about 12 percent. 
“This means it is more profitable to invest 
ra your money in the money market than in an 
ed m S ( insurance company" he said. "And the 
amount of taxes that we pay is one of the 
highest in the world at 24.5 percent." 


Upgrade 
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Windows of opportunity 
are wide open to RP firms 


By Willy E. Arcilla : . — REESE ———. 
Contributor & 1 


FILIPINO BUSINESSMEN ARE FINDING 
green pastures in Vietnam, and those that 
are already there are encouraging their col- 
leagues to follow suit. 
Here are some tips to guide those consid- 
ering putting their money in the growing 
economy of Vietnam. 
Move fast. A first mover advantage was 
critical for Liwayway Marketing, according 
to president and COO Oszen Chan, who 
built its first snacks and candy plant in Ho 
Chi Minh in 1996. . 
Min Ori id Fe Sending brand in the at gumaan din ang buhay. 
market, and the company recently opened 
a second plant in Hanoi to capitalize on the 
growing market in the north. 


Be aggressive. Ernst 8: Young partner Global remittance sefvices 
and head of advisory services Jun Torres ex- in over 20 countries. 
horts Filipino businessmen to be bold and 
brave. Otherwise, the windows of opportu- t 
nity will vanish rapidly as thousands of Sa tulong ng Metrobank, 
more aggressive businessmen from Korea, mas madali, mabilis, at sigurado 
Singapore, India and even the Middle East, 
rush in and seize the opportunities. ang remittance mo. 


Learn to trust. Torres also allayed fears 
ofbusinessmen about dealing with the Viet- Kapag may World Cash Card, 


namese, who used to have a reputation of pwedeng makuha ang remittance 
being shrewd, by saying, if the Vietnamese 

are not trustworthy, then the country anumang oras sa ATM. 

would not have attracted $10 billion in for- 
eign direct investments in 2006, and anoth- 
er $20 billion in FDI projected for 2007. pangarap mong bahay at lupa, kotse, o negosyo. 

“Once you earn their trust and respect, 

jou. will enjoy a strong partnership with R 
əm To mad B We take care of your banking needs, 

Customer is king. George Rosales of Fuji so you can live your life. 

Films urged Filipino businessmen to treat 
the customer as king (or queen), indicating 
that "going the extra mile" became the sin- 
gle most important success factor for Fuji 
Films to achieve market leadership. 

“Coddle customers like babies because 
competition is intensifying from all direc- 
tions,” Rosales said. 

Innovation. Liwayways Chan reveals 
that a eritical ingredient for success in Viet- 
nams FMCG (fast moving consumer 
goods) industry is innovation, consisting of 
new products, flavors and line extensions 
that constantly delight consumers and 
strengthen brand loyalty to O-ishi. 

Simple, effective marketing. Rowell Vi- 
jandre, Unilever vice president and head of 
personal care products, attributed the phe- 
nomenal growth of Unilever in Viernam to 
simple yet effective marketing programs 
that build strong brand awareness and 
saliency, products that offer consumers a 
meaningful reason to buy, advertising cam- 
paigns that communicate rational and emo- 
tional benefits in an informative and enter- 
taining manner, value-for-money pricing 
strategies, nontraditional media, such as 
proprietary TV soap operas, and aggressive 
expansion of distribution infrastructure. 

Foreign brands enjoy aspirational im- 
age. Roy Esturninos of Triumph Interna- 
tional shared that Vietnamese consumers 
continue to find foreign brands aspira- 
tional, and therefore it is advisable to capi- 
talize on their favorable cachet to establish 
an image of premium quality and appeal to 
the upper income bracket, because even the 
lower income segment will aspire to own 
and buy these brands. 


At may loan services para makamit ang 


ƏRŞ 


pr 


zx 


Demand is not price sensitive 

Due to growing affluence and a positive 
disposition to foreign brands, consumer de- 
mand is not price sensitive. 

In fact, products and services at highef 
prices are perceived to be of better quality. 

SMPF' Teddy Kho talked about specific 
instances when demand even increased af- 
ter prices were raised. 

SMPF is in feeds, raises hogs, operates a 
slaughterhouse and makes processed meat, 

Have faith in the Vietnamese. Believe 
in the power of the Vietnamese—the only 
people on Earth who have successfully de- 
feated three global superpowers—China, 
France and the United States. 

For having adhered to this belief in the 
positive attitude of the Vietnamese, Teddy 
Kho of San Miguel Purefoods succeededin | WWW.metro bank.com.ph 
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UNITY IS ALWAYS NECES- 
sary, whether in the family, 
community, company or world 
affairs. 

Without unity, all sorts of 
problems occur. 

One of the best ways to fos- 
ter unity in the company is 
. |. profit sharing. One reason why 
profit sharing is important is, it 
| can play a major role in eradi- 
l cating poverty. 

5 Contrary to the common no- 
tion that profit sharing will re- 
duce profits, in the long 

term—at least 10 years—we 

believe the profits of the com- 
pany will even be more. 

Our company San Jose 
Kitchen Cabinets Manufactur- 
ing, started studying the con- 
cept of profit sharing in 1982. 
İİ For about five years, we prac- 

ticed what I call the “abot-abot” 
system, which is actually just 
giving a portion of our profits 
to our employees without a for- 
mal system. In 1987, we found 
the principles on which to base 
percentage to be shared with 

our employees. For about 20 
years now, these principles 
=F hold, and the percentage has 
not changed. 

‘The application of the profit 
sharing is rather simple. All 
employees’ benefits are al- 
ready part of the 50 percent 
employee's share and therefore 
not anymore part of the com- 
pany's expenses. 


The profit sharing system 

Also, before declaring the 
percentage share for the em- 
ployees, the inflationary al- 
lowance due to equity is first 
deducted. 


5096 profit sharing system based on 2 principles 


Principles 

1. In any economic activity 
or business enterprise, there 
are always two partners that 
are necessary. They are the em- 
ployees and capital. One can- 
not exist without the other. 
Thus, both deserve a share in 
the fruits of their union. 

2. The similarity of both 
partners is that before we can 
talk of profit sharing, we first 
have to satisfy the basic needs 
of each partner. Employees 
need to receive a regular in- 
come or salary to meet their 
daily expenses. Without it, em- 
ployees will not be able to 
maintain their physical and 
mental health. Similarly with 
capital, it has to receive some 
kind of additional funds to cor- 
rect its value due to inflation. 


Accounting system 

From the above principles, 
we designed an accounting 
system with the following ma- 
Jor features: 

1. Since neither employees 
nor capital can exist without 
the other, a logical profit shar- 
ing would be 50-50. 

2. Before we can declare a 50- 
50 profit share, we need to satis- 
fy the maintenance needs of 
both partners: 

a. For employees, there 
should be a regular salary 
enough to maintain their physi- 
cal and mental health. The 
salary of the employee at the 
lowest level should however not 
exceed what is enough to satisfy 
his daily needs as stated above; 
otherwise, the second principle 
will be violated. In a study made 
years ago by the University of 


MAPPING 
THE FUTURE 


Oscar P (s 
Chan Á m 
Asia and Pacific, the monthly liv- 
ing wage for a family of five is 
around P15,000. 

b. For capital, an inflation al- 
lowance shall be provided 
equivalent to the inflation rate 
multiplied by the owner's equi- 
ty This inflation allowance 
shall have to be deducted first 
before the 50-50 profit sharing 
is computed. 

3. All employees’ benefits, 
such as SSS employer's share, 
contribution to retirement 
fund, medical assistance, etc., 
and other incentives such as 
sales commission, are already 
considered part of the employ- 
ees’ 50-percent profit share. 
These do not form part of the 
operating expenses anymore. 

4. If and when the company 
incurs a loss, or when the em- 
ployees’ benefits exceed the 
50-percent share for the em- 
ployees in a particular year, the 
losses (which include the infla- 
tion factor) will be a receivable 
of the company from the em- 
ployees’ profit share in the next 
profitable year(s). A maximum 
of 50 percent of the profit share 
for distribution shall be used to 
pay for the losses of the previ- 
ous year(s) 

Basis for profit sharing dis- 
tribution to employees 

1. Performance 

2. Job Levels 


Coverage 
All regular employees from 
the lowest to the highest level 
(although 1 am the proprietor, 
as general manager of the com- 
pany, I am also an employee; 
therefore, 1 draw a regular 
salary and participate in the 
employees profit sharing). 


Important factors 

1. The difference between 
the compensation, both salary 
and profit share, of the highest 
and lowest ranking employees 
should be reasonable (as a 
practice, we are using a maxi- 
mum 10 times, but other com- 
panies may differ depending on 
their size and other factors). 

2. In line with the principles 
of proper governance, the 
owner should use the compa- 
ny's resources only for legiti- 
mate business related purpos- 
es, and there should be proper 
accounting for tius. 

3. There should be transparen- 
yin the financial statements. 

Comparative income state- 
ments using conventional ac- 
counting and 50 percent 
profit sharing accounting 
system 

1. When sales are aver- 
age—P64.92 million 

2. When sales are 
good—P76.92 million 

3. When sales are 
high—P114 million 

4. When sales are almost 
breakeven—P56.69 million 

5. When sales are below 
breakeven—P52.01 million 

6. When sales are way below 
breakeven—P48.46 million 

Please note that the actual 
profit share percentage for the 


employees as applied in the 
conventional accounting sys- 
tem are 10 percent, 32 percent. 
and 43 percent for the first 
three examples. 

If the sales are average, the 
profit share is only 10 percent. 
Only when the sales go up does 
the percentage share approach 
50 percent. 

On the other hand, when 
sales are low as in examples 4, 5 
and 6, the return on equity for 
the accounting system with 50- 
percent profit share provides 
the company with a protective 
measure and a better chance to 
stay positive in the bottom line. 

The examples are presented 
to facilitate understanding of 
the difference between the two 
systems. 

It should be noted, however, 
that there is a big difference in 
the employees’ emotional con- 
nection to the company be- 
tween the conventional ac- 
counting system and the ac- 
counting system with 50 per- 
cent profit share. 


Advantages 

Compared to a company 
with no profit sharing, all other 
things being the same, a com- 
pany that adopts this profit 
sharing system will have the 
following advantages: 

1. In the long term, 10 years 
at least, the company's total 
profitability will be better. 

‘The following are my bases: 

a. A period of 20-year test 
(1987-2007) 

b. Employee engagement 
study—defined as the measure 
of emotional connection an 
employee feels for his organi- 


zation; this influences the em- 
ployee to exert greater discre- 
tionary effort to his work. 

The worldwide average is 12 
percent. Only one in seven em- 
ployees worldwide is fully en- 
gaged and willing to go the ex- 
tra mile for his company 
(www.management-issue.com). 

c. Proverbs 11:24-25. 

2. It is less difficult to man- 
age the company. 

3. It can do away with some 
ofthe stressful part of a CBA. 

4. Profit sharing is contribu- 
tory tö social justice, and social 
justice is a major factor to long- 
term peace. 

5. Evangelization of employ- 
ees will be more effective (for 
Christian businessmen). 

And again, just to restate: The 
application of the profit sharing 
is simple, All employees’ bene- 
fits are already part of the 50- 
percent employees’ share and 
therefore not anymore part of 
the company's expenses. 

Also, before declaring the per- 
centage share for the employ- 
ees, the inflationary allowance 
due to equity is first deducted, 

If you would like to know 
more about our profit sharing 
system, please feel free to contact 
me: Peoples Technology Com- 
plex, Carmona, Cavite, Phili 
pines; tel. 046-4302047; E-mail: 
OSCAR_CHAN@yahoo.com.ph. 

(The article reflects the per- 
sonal opinion of the author and 
does not reflect the official stand 
of the Management Association 
of the Philippines. The author is 
general manager of San Jose 
Kitchen Cabinets Manufactur- 
ing Feedback , at 


mapsec@globenet.com.ph.) 


Doing business in Vietnam 


From page B2-1 


were hit by a disease many 
years ago, resulting in huge 
losses, the owners decided to 
close the farms and move to 

ilother businesses, lamented 

T Raul Bautista, a leading seafood 
exporter. 

A similar disease affected the 
prawn farms in Vietnam. But in- 
stead of running away, the Viet- 
namese persevered, buckled 
down and worked collectively 
to find a cure—which they 

eventually did. 

ST: Raul Bautista, of Vietnamese- 

+ sPilipino descent, was a victim of 
the Vietnam War and was one of 
the first evacuees to reach 
Palawan. 

He has set up a successful 
business in Ho Chi Minh, ex- 
porting Vietnamese seafood. 

Prioritize the poor. Bautista 

‘confirms that, unlike in the 
Philippines where close to 60 
Smillion Filipinos continue to 
“live on two dollars per day, Viet- 
nam has dramatically reduced 
poverty from as high as 60 per- 
cent in 1990 to only 15 percent 
in 2006, after only 15 years. 


This can be attributed to a 
pro-poor policy prioritizing 
small farmers and sustenance 
fishermen to achieve self-suffi- 
ciency in food production and 
eventually turn agriculture and 
fisheries into a globally compet- 
itive export machine. 

Raw materials cheaper 
than in China. Asa result ofthe 
government's emphasis on agri 
culture and food production, 
food companies such as O-ishi 
enjoy lower costs of raw materi- 
als, specifically rice and corn, 
for use in their salty and savory 
snacks, according to Liway- 
way's spokesperson Jay Diaz, 
thus improving their profit mar- 
gins. 

Also, the lower cost of living 
there allows for lower wages 
‘compared to that in the Philip- 
pines. 

Good chemistry. Vietnam 
Chamber of Commerce and In- 
dustry Director for Internation- 
al Affairs Nguyen Van Tuan cit- 
ed the good chemistry between 
Vietnamese and Filipinos at 
work. 

It is characterized by strong 
work ethic, sincerity, hospitali- 
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ty, mutual respect and a cheer- 
ful attitude. 

He also expressed the VCCI's 
favorable impressions over the 
success of the Philippine-Viet- 
nam Business Mission, saying it 
was the best group of Filipino 
businessmen to come to Ho Chi 
Minh, and the 6-week lead time 
earned it the distinction of be- 
ing the best and fastest mission 
organized by any country. 

Higher productivity, lower 
wages and higher savings 
rates. Roy Esturninos of Tri- 
umph also praises the high pro- 
ductivity of Vietnamese labor- 
ers, despite wage rates that are 
lower than the Philippines yet 
still allow workers to save more 
from their incomes compared to 
their Filipino counterparts. 

He also warns of imminent 
shortages in labor supply, esti- 
mating that 30 percent of indus- 
trial estates are already experi- 
ence labor shortages. 

Simpler lifestyles. The high- 
er savings rates can be attribut- 
ed to several factors, namely 
their frugality and simpler 
lifestyles; Confucian values of 
living within one’s means and 


saving for the children’s future 
needs, the lower cost-of-living 
due to the abundance and af- 
fordability of fresh and healthy 
food; and, an entrepreneurial 
spirit that drives Vietnamese to 
run small businesses after fin- 
ishing work in offices and facto- 
ries. 

Entrepreneurship. When a 
newcomer asks if there are 
shopping malls in Vietnam, he 
or she needs to only look 
around Ho Chi Minh where 
thousands of small and medi- 
um-scale businesses operate on 
both sides of the road. 

Indeed, Ho Chi Minh can be 
described as a “city mall,” and 
the proliferation of family- 
owned SMSEs (small and 
medium-scale enterprises) has 
been pivotal in the develop- 
ment of commercial activity 
and equitable growth in recent 
years. 

Fighting spirit. The Viet- 
namese people are fearless and 
they know how to fight, as they 
have demonstrated in the last 
century. 

But according to Hana Dang, 
Golden Communications 


group CEO and country man- 
ager of Bankinvest, the Viet- 
namese are tired of fighting, 
and would now like to channel 
their energy positively toward 
improving the welfare and 
quality of life of the people 
through vigorous economic ac- 
tivity in all sectors. 

They are resilient, tenacious 
and do not complain a lot about 
their heavy workload. 

Be sensitive to Vietnamese 
values. Roy also recommends 
that prospective businessmen 
should be sensitive to the tradi- 
tional values of Vietnamese, 
which is the reason why Tti- 
umph does not show too much 
skin in their billboards or print 
ads promoting women's under- 
wear. The company even limits 
its fashion shows to internal 
events. 

Vietnam is HOT! Bong Ar- 
jonillo, Citibank country 
treasurer, confirmed the 
global business community 
has its sights trained on Viet- 
nam as shown by the rising 
tide of foreign direct invest- 
ments and rapid expansion in 
the volume of transactions in 
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the local bourse. 

While China was the biggest 
story in the mid-'80s to the '90s, 
and India in the early 2060s, 
Vietnam is emerging as the 
hottest market in the nea? fu- 
ture. seo 

(A business conference on “Do- 
ing business with Vietnam" is be- 
ing organized by ZMG Signium 
Ward Howell Inc. and the Uni- 
versity of Asia and the Pacific on 
Oct. 23, featuring speakers from 
the Vietnamese government and 
private sector 

Applications for the second 
Philippine-Viernam Business 
Mission scheduled in end- 
November are now open for Fil- 
ipino executives and en- 
trepreneurs. 

Interested parties may call 
(632) 816-2466 or e-mail to 
sdegusman@wardhowell.com. 
ph) 

(The author is regional direc- 
tor of ZMG Signium Ward How- 
ell Inc. and co-organizer of the 
first Philippine-Vietnam Business 
Mission. He is also president of 
Business Mentors, a newly estab- 
lished management consultancy 


firm) 
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DR. BRADLEY K. Googi 

PhD, executive director of 
the Boston College Center | 
for Corporate Citizenship 
(top), shares the latest 

trends in CSR with 

members of the League of 
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‘The future of RP aviation’ 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


NCE UPON A TIME THERE 
O was an airport called the 

Ninoy Aquino Internation- 
al Airport terminal 3 (Naia-3), fa- 


Alas, legal troubles left the Naia-3 unfin- 
ished for years while another airport cap- 
tured the industry's imagination: the Dios- 
dado Macapagal International Airport 
(DMIA), called by many as "Clark" because 
itis located inside the former Clark Air Base. 
in Pampanga. 


yz bled to be built at par with the best |. 
Tonerretonpenqueexcommuuzon in the world. Primary gateway 

“Clark will become the Philippines’ pri- 

mary gateway,” no less than Transportation 

İ and Communication Secretary Leandro 
Mendoza said during a recent meeting with 
the joint foreign chambers of commerce in 
the Philippines. 

“There are other airports being devel- 
oped to regional standards. But we are de- 
veloping Clark as a primary gateway. We 
will connect Clark to Manila via the 

H P] NorthRail" he said. 

H The foreign chambers were more direct, 

| Xeon saying they were not waiting for the open- 
PIT ing of Naia-3, but wanted a larger Clark ter- 

| inside’ minal instead. 

“Clark is the future of Philippine avia- 
tion,” said Brian Lane, chairperson of the 
AmCham Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture Committee and director of the Aus- 

4 tralian-New Zealand chamber of com- 
merce. 
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Surging numbers 

Lane said Naia terminals are simply too 
congested and hemmed in by residential 
and commercial structures to deal with 
surging passenger numbers. 

“During peak hours, planes in Naia are in 
a holding pattern for 30 minutes waiting to 
land. There has been an increasing number 
of planes diverted to Clark to refuel, adding 
costs and delays,” he said. “Even if Naia-3 
opens next year, it will only give us reprieve 
for two years.” 

Lane noted that all major airports in the 
world are located-at least 20 kilometers 
away from the city center to avoid security 
and safety issues that arise from having res- 
idential and commercial structures close to 
the airport facilities. 

This also makes expansion works easier 
tomanage. 

And expansion in Clark is on-target, said 
the Clark International Airport Corp. 
(CIAO), which operates the DMIA. 

CIAC president Victor Luciano said 
DMIAs passenger terminal is being expand- 
ed to the tune of P130 million, all from in- 
ternal cash. 

The first phase will be finished in Jan- 
wary next year and will increase Clark's ca- 
pacity to two million passengers a year. 

The second phase will increase capacity 
to five million passengers. 

“We're taking off," Luciano said. 

The joint foreign chambers comprise 
the American Chamber of Commerce of 
the Philippines, Australian-New 
Zealand Chamber of Commerce (Phils.), 
Canadian Chamber of Commerce of the 
Phils., European Chamber of Commerce 
ofthe Phils., Japanese Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry of the Phils., Korean 
Chamber of Commerce of the Phils., and 
the Philippine Association of Multina- 
tional Companies Regional Headquar- 
ters. 
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monitor potential server problems and alert you of them before they affect 
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Airline opens 
Cagayan to 
Macau flight 


By Estanislao Caldez 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 
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Ks Spirit Boeing plane carrying 18 casino 
- Pip 18,000 ix HP 7261 VOK SAS SFF Hot Plug Hari Dire players from Macau landed at the 
w Tuguegarao airport last Thursday to 
- Php 1900 Vx HP 468 VOK SAS SFF ot Pug ed Dire start its flight from that Chinese gam- 
es ing center. 
The Macau visitors were invited by 
—..... officials of the Cagayan Special Eco- 
- fp 36,001 268 FED PCR S300 28 Men ses ərəm d er 

Cagayan officials led by Gov. Al- 
varo Antonio led the group that wel- 
comed the visitors, who were enter- 
tained with songs and dances at the 
airport. 

“The historic flight opens the devel- 
opment and progress of Cagayan,” An- 
tonio told the visitors. 

With the flight from Macau to 
Tuguegarao, Asian Spirit plans to have 
other flights from 14 cities in Asia and 
the Pacific to ferry tourists and in- 
vestors to Cagayan, he said. 
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PSBank joins search for RP s best cops 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


IN THE REALM OF CORPORATE SOCIAL 
responsibility, Metropolitan Bank and Trust 
Co. is recognized as a staunch supporter of 
the education sector through its annual 
search for the 10 most outstanding educa- 
tors in the country. 

Building on this success of its parent 

pine Savings Bank (PSBank) re- 
cently joined hands with the Philippine Na- 
tional Police (PNP), the Metrobank Foun- 
dation and Rotary Club of New Manila Fast 
to launch the 2008 Metrobank Foundation 
Search for the Country's Outstanding Po- 
licemen in Service (COPS). 

The program is an annual search that 
honors four commissioned officers and six 
non-commissioned officers who demon- 
strate integrity, courage and professional- 
ism on duty. 


Cooperative efforts 

Speaking during the recent launching 
ceremonies, PSBank president Pascual Gar- 
cia III said that the COPS program seeks to 
highlight the cooperative efforts between 
the police and the community in safeguard- 
ing peace and order. 

Since 2003, COPS has recognized 50 po- 
licemen and women, while supporting the 
“One PNP" program of the police force, 
with emphasis on the Neighborhood Partic- 
ipation Thrust. 

“Heroism definitely happens every day 
much like the thousands of members of the 
PNP who place themselves in harm's way 
for the safety of our nation and in the name 
of justice,” Garcia said. 

"While the role of the police is to main- 
tain order and peace through enforcement 
of laws and societal norms, they also as- 
sume other functions during emergency sit- 
uations and actively participate in commu- 
nity service,” he added. 


Everyday heroes 

‘The PSBank chief explained that his in- 
stitution's support for the program comes 
because of the recognition that “every Fil- 
ipino strives for a better life, not only for 
himself but for the [larger] society as well.” 

Aside from its primary commitment to 
address the consumer's financial needs, the 
country's second largest thrift bank also 
supports the nationwide search for “every- 
day heroes” who share its vision for a better 
society, he said. 

During the COPS Summit held recently 
in Makati City, a memorandum of agree- 
ment was signed between PSBank, repre- 
sented by Garcia, and PNP chief Avelino Ra- 
zonJt. 

Other signatories were Metrobank Foun- 
dation president Aniceto Sobrepeha and 
Rotary Club of New Manila East president 
Gener Mendoza. 


PSBANK/B3-2 


— 
(From left) PNP director PCSupt, Ismael 
Rafanan; PSBank CEO Pascual M. Garcia Il 
and Metrobank Foundation president 
Aniceto Sobrepefia 


PNP officials led by PNP Director General Avelino 
Razon, r. (eft) with Rotary Club of New Manila 
East president Gener Mendoza (2nd from right). 
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x:Farmers;earn extra income from coco fiber 


Text and photos by Vicente S. Labro 
Inquirer Visayas 


TACLOBAN CITY—SOME 200 FARMING 
families in a small town in Eastern Samar 
are augmenting their income by making 
coconut fiber nets in the province's first 
and only integrated coconut processing 
plant. 

The families have been working at the 
Hernani Integrated Coconut Processing 
Plant, located in Barangay Padang of Her- 
nani, a fifth class municipality of Eastern 
‘Samar that is about 145 km from Tacloban 
City. 

‘Owned and operated by the local govern- 
ment, the processing plant has been pro- 
ducing virgin coconut oil, coco lotions and 
other coco-based products like the coconut 
fiber nets, also known as geotextile. 

Hernani Mayor Cesar G. Tagon Sr. told 
the Inquirer that they decided to concen- 
trate more on the production of geotextile 
nets, which are used to prevent soil erosion, 


Registration is extended. 


Regular rate for registration is extended until October 31, 2007. Extra days to get P2,000 off. 


After that, the late registration rate applies. 


. Adboard members 
Regular Late 
June 1-Oct 31 November 1 onwards 
P14,000 P16,000 


Non-Adboard Members P19,000 
Broadcasters P14,000 
Student Delegates P3,000 
Foreign Delegates $450 


Note: Discount of 10% will be given for every group of ten. 


More hotel rooms available. Book yours through our website. 


Hurry, the registration for the 20th Philippine Ad Congress closes once the 3,000th delegate is hit. 


Date and Site of Congress: November 21-24, 2007, Subic Bay Exhibition & Convention Center 


www.20thadcongress-theneworder.com 
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COCONUT-BASED products are a vital 
source of income for Hernani farmers 


because ofthe bright prospects. 


Geotextile nets 

Tagon said that the coconut processing 
plant produces around 200 rolls of geotex- 
tile nets a week. 

“The size of one roll is one meter by 50 
meters. At the moment, however, the price 
dropped to P28 per square meter” he 
added. 

The mayor said nearly 200 families are 
involved in the production of geotextile 
nets, with 40 families operating the hand 
looms and another 160 families operating 
the twining machines. 

“That is aside from the 43 daily workers 
in the plant,” he added. 

Geotextiles are derived from the fibrous 
husks of coconuts. The fiber extracted from 
discarded coconut husks, which is com- 
monly called coco coir, had to undergo fur- 
ther twining and weaving for it to become a 
geotextile. 

Coco geotextile mats or nets are widely 
used as protective covers for soil and 
slopes. 

The mayor said they wanted to expand 
the plant's production capacity by purchas- 
ing a bigger decorticating machine but this 
was shelved due to lack of fund. 


Job opportunities 

At present, the plant produces only 1.5 
tons of coconut fiber a day. 

Tagon said the plant was set up to pro- 
vide job opportunities to the town’s resi- 
dents, particularly the farmers. 

He added that several government agen- 
cies have been helping them in the setting 
up and operation of the plant, among them 
the Office of the President through Presi- 
dential Assistant Victor Domingo and the 
Departments of Agrarian Reform, Trade 
and Industry and Science and Technology. 

Ar present, the mayor said the group has 
tied up with the Department of Agriculture 
to provide the technology in making organ- 
ic fertilizer using coconut dust. 

Other potential ventures include making 
laundry soaps and other coco-based prod- 
ucts, Tagon said. 

He said the group also plans to set aside 
two hectares in every barangay, with one 
hectare for the Gawad Kalinga housing pro- 
ject and the other for a livelihood center 
where residents could earn a living by mak- 
ing coconut-based products. 


PSBank ... 


From page B3-I 


“For this years awards, we are looking 
for the best men and women in the police 
force who are able to deliver on their sworn 
duties with integrity, credibility and by be- 
ing [trustworthy]," Garcia said. 

“They will go through a stringent selec- 
tion process that includes documentation 
of achievements, background checks and a 
panel interview with a distinguished board 
of judges representing various sectors of so- 
ciety,” he explained 

Since 1993, the Metrobank Foundation 
has been providing support to programs 
benefiting dependents of uniformed per- 
sonnel of the Department of the Interior 
and Local Government, in recognition of 
their role in nation building. This support 
took the form mainly of grants to the PNP 

In 1999, the foundation set up an endow- 
ment fund of P10 million specifically for the 
recognition of outstanding policemen. 

Using the technology and experience it 
has gained in the conduct of the search for 
outstanding teachers, the foundation de- 
cided to recognize selected individuals who 
have excelled from among the ranks of the 
police force. 

The goal is to bring back public confi- 
dence and respect to the PNP. 

More importantly, the awards is also a 
way for the community to show its appreci- 
ation to the best members of the police 
force, whose image has declined in recent 
years. 

“If you look at the profiles of some of the 
nominees we have, your opinion .will 
change,” Garcia said. “You'd really be sur- 
prised at how good they are.” 
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THE PIONEER GROUP BELIEVES IN 
the Filipino’s capacity for excellence. 

‘This is why when the time came to 
choose product endorsers, the insurance 
company went for those it believes to be 
“model Filipinos.” 

‘These are the Loboc Children’s Choir, 
chef Ronnie Macuja and Dr. Josette Talam- 
era-Biyo. 

The Loboc Children's Choir is com- 
posed of 30 students from the Loboc Cen- 
tral Elementary School in Bohol who al- 
ready have a considerable level of 
achievement even before reaching the 
age of 14. 

Under the directorship of Alma Fernan- 
do-Taldo, their conductor and musical di 
rector, this choir is a three-time national 
champion for the Children’s Choir category 
of the “Philippine National Music Competi- 
tions for Young Artists.” 

The choir also won both the Gold Medal 
for the children’s choir category and the Eu- 
rope and its Songs 2003 Cup at the Interna- 
tional Folksong Choir Festival held in 
Barcelona. 

Chef Ronnie Macuja, on the other hand, 
isa three-time gold medalist of the Interna- 
tional Salon Culinaire competition in Thai- 
land. 

Starting as an apprentice in 1983, Macu- 
ja rose up the ranks quickly but not without 
his own set of struggles. 

He is now the executive chef at the Sala 
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Insurance firm lauds 


3 model Filipinos 


es Å 


DR. JOSETTE Talamera Biyo 


Bua restaurant in Phuket Cabana, Thai- 
land, a restaurant which has won the Best 
Restaurant award from the Thailand Tattler 
for three consecutive years. 

From an apprentice chef in the Philip- 
pines, to his culinary adventures in New 
Zealand and Thailand, Macuja is a true ex- 
ample of a Filipino that strives for excel- 
lence. 

Dr. Josette Talamera Biyo, meanwhile, 
is a multi-awarded educator who started 
as a classroom teacher for a small school 
in Iloilo. 

The dedication she put into her work was 
rewarded several times 
over—first with the Metrobank 
Foundation Award in 1997 for 
outstanding teaching; then The 
Outstanding Young Filipino 
Award in 1998; and finally the 
2002 Intel Excellence in Teach- 
ing Award given in Kentucky, 
USA, which brought Biyo 
worldwide recognition. 

The lives of all three Model 
Filipinos are living proof of the 
Filipino's unlimited potential. 
In much the same way, Pioneer 
Group has striven to be a mod- 
el Filipino enterprise. 

It pushes employees to focus on. 
giving service with the willingness 
to go the extra mile. 
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Experience luxurious city living. 


Free GE Profile™ Ref or Microwave 
when you avail of a Home Loan 


Apply for a GE Money Bank Home Loan from October 1 to 
December 31, 2007 and get a free GE Profile™ Refrigerator 
for every approved and availed loan of P1.5 million and above 
ora GE Microwave Oven for every approved and availed 
loan of P10 million to less than P1.5 million 


Call us at (02) 721 8000 
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Cebu closes technology 


gap with Manila 


IT TAKES SIX TO 10 MONTHS FOR 
new technology in Manila to be 
available in Cebu. 

“As the most important center of 
commerce and trade outside of Lu- 
zon, most Cebuanos find this simply 
unacceptable,” explains Abenson 
Avants managing president Walter 
Lim. 

The opening of Abenson Avant is 
expected to change the electronics 
landscape in Cebu by closing the 
technology gap with Manila. Five 
hundred square feet of cutting-edge 
innovations have just been opened 
in the Queen City of the South by 
the electronic superstore. Cebuano 
gadget lovers—-from the high-tech 
bohemian to the buttoned down 
geek-can now experience the best- 
of breed audio, video, gaming and 
household technologies without 
having to wait or travel to Manila. 

A company under the Abenson 


føk. P 
7-ELEVEN NOW IN MALLS 
The newest 7-Eleven franchise in 

‘SM Clark recently made waves as it 
‘successfully opened up a new mar- 
ket in the form of mall-goers for the 
world-renowned convenience store. 
Operated by Mr and Ms Hazal Marie 
Salta, the new store allows mall-go- 
ers and other customers living near 
the area to experience 24-hour con- 
venience store shopping. The SM 
Clark Franchise store approach is 
now seen as the start of a new trend 
of 7-Eleven franchise locators who 
might seek to replicate its success. 
Already, a soon-to-open 7-Eleven 


October sees introduction of TwinPhone 


A CELLPHONE LIKE NO OTHER IS GOING 


Group of Companies, Abenson 
Avant is the "result of Abenson's 
commitment to have the most num- 
ber of Filipinos maximize their use 
and enjoyment of gadgets through 
a truly unique shopping experi- 
ence,” says Lim. 

‘The newest store of the Abenson 
Avant franchise delivers to Ce- 
buanos the same pioneering retail 
concept that made the Abenson 
Avant the resource for leading elec- 
tronic innovations in the Philip- 
pines. With a wide selection of the 
world's leading electronics avail- 
able months in advance of other re- 
tailers, gadget lovers of all types in 
Cebu can completely experience 
their favorite devices first-hand. Be- 
cause products are fully accessible 
to customers, users can test, com- 
pare and explore any and all prod- 
‘ucts to find the best value for their 
money. The same minimalist, all- 


white interior and unobtrusive 
sales service Abenson Avant is 
known for provide customers with a 
trademark novel, interactive retail 
experience. 

‘Avant-garde products are now in 
fashion with Filipinos thanks to 
Abenson Avant. The company intro- 
duced the concept of upscale elec- 
tronic boutiques popular in cities 
such as New York and Tokyo when 
it opened the country's first lifestyle 
store at Greenbelt in Makati. 

For more information about lat- 
est electronics visit Abenson Avant 
Cebu at the 3rd Level, New Wing, 
Ayala Center Cebu or call (032) 
232-5960. 

Other branches are at 2nd Level, 
TriNoma, Quezon City and at 
Greenbelt 4 in Ayala Center, 
Makati. Call 901-3550 to 52, 758- 
2315 to 20, or fax 901-3553 and 
758-2318. 


store at the 1 E-Commerce building 
beside the Mall of Asia will get 2 
chance to tap the throng of shop- 
pers frequenting the Philippine's 
largest shopping mall. Currently, 7- 
Eleven boasts a total of 299 stores, 
159 of which are company-owned 
and located in major parts of Metro 
Manila and nearby provinces. Areas 
available for franchise include 
Baguio, Laguna, Cavite, Manila, 
Makati and Quezon City. For in- 
quiries call 726-9968, 0920- 
9508651 or log on to www.7- 
eleven.com.ph. 


inch colored screen, and a triband. The 


MVP GRACES BEST CENTER SBP-PASSERELLE OPENING 


BAP-Samahang Basketbol ng Pilipinas president 
Manny Pangilinan was the special guest when the 
Milo-sponsored BEST Center Small Basketeers of 
the Philippines-Passerelle tournament kicked off 
its 22nd season recently. Pangilinan gave an in- 
spirational talk and did the ceremonial toss and 
was joined by BAP-SBP vice chair Ricky Vargas, 
BEST Center founder Nic Jorge, and Small Baske- 
teers president Larry Marasigan during the open- 
ing rites. The long-running nationwide youth de- 
velopment league is part of the commitment of 
Milo to promote sports in the grassroots level. It 


is also in line with the country's long-term prepa- 
rations for the 2010 Youth Olympics. Games In 
the 22nd Milo-sponsored SBP-Passerelle tourna- 
ment will be held every Sunday afternoon at 
Xavier Sports Complex. Shown is BAP-Sama- 
hang Basketbol ng Pilipinas president Manny 
Pangilinan doing the ceremonial toss with BEST 
Center founder Nic Jorge, Small Basketeers pres- 
ident Larry Marasigan, BAP-Samahang Basketbol 
ng Pilipinas vice chair Ricky Vargas (partly hid- 
den) and players from Ateneo de Manila and San 
Beda College. 


Antel Spa Residences rewards with 5096 discount 


ANTEL LAND HOLDINGS, THE COUN- 
try’s premier developer of the ground- 
breaking spa-inspired lifestyle tower Antel 
Spa Residences, recently launched an inno- 
vative reward system that will allow buyers 
to enjoy up to 50-percent discount on unit 
price simply by referring relatives and 
friends to Antel's lifestyle property special- 
ists. 

Dubbed Antel Rewards Program (ARP), 
the new system was envisioned to be the 
ultimate perk for buyers and property in- 
vestors seeking to enjoy the offerings and 
potentials of the new lifestyle tower. 

"ARP means buyers will get to enjoy a 
new lifestyle at half the price, simply by 
providing us with successful referrals 
who might also be interested in buying a 
unit at Antel Spa Residences,” said Antel 
director for sales Miguel Gascon. 

Gascon explained that ARP is the best 
form of reward that the company can of- 
fer, since buyers will get to enjoy savings 
in the form of accumulated discounts up 
to 50 percent of the actual unit price that 
they are purchasing. 


“We all have our own network of family 
and friends, and most of the time we are 
the first to know if someone close to us 
are interested in buying a condo-home. 
With ARB we can now cash in on that 
knowledge by introducing our “contact” 
to an Antel lifestyle specialist,” said Gas- 
con. 


Conduit 

According to Gascon, the one who 
refers will only act as a conduit and the 
actual sales pitch will be handled by the 
Antel lifestyle property specialist, who 
will appraise the referred buyer on the 
various features of Antel Spa Residences, 
touted to be the country's first premier 
residential enclave dedicated to the con- 
cepts of health and wellness. 

"We found out that the best way to con- 
vince potential buyers about the merits 
and features of a new condo tower is by 
informing them that you have also bought 
a unit yourself. And in this aspect, our ex- 
isting buyers have the distinct advantage 
via the ARB they have the confidence of 
telling their family members and friends 


to hit the market this October-the Twin- 
Phone TPH500, the first dual-faced mobile 
phone in the country that allows two SIM 
cards to function simultaneously. 

The TwinPhone TPHSOO, invented by 
Aiman Taher of the Kingdom of Saudi Ara- 
bia and exclusively distributed locally by 
‘TwinPhone Inc Philippines, has all the fea- 
tures of the usual cell phone-SMS, calling, 
calendar, alarm clock, etc-and more. Twin- 
phone's slogan, “we make things easy”, is 
evident in the phone's functions. 

‘TwinPhone TPHSOO is the only mobile 
phone that can be used as three-way calling 
by simply pressing the speaker function, 
without requesting the service provider for 
conference call. 

The TwinPhone, true to its "twin" con- 
cept, has two cameras, two MP3 and two 
MP4 for music and video playing and 
recording. Each face of the phone hasa 1. 


phone also has one USB interface recharge. 
and Bluetooth functions. Indeed, it has the 


power of two! 


More than that, the SMS function dis- 


AMAN Tahir and Allyson Artes 


plays both English and Arabic. The Twin- 
phone can be used for email and can also 
support WAP explorer. The TwinPhone is 
powered by just one lithium battery, and 
has a long standby time of 100 hours or 
more. 

Allyson Artes, CEO and president of 
TwinPhone Inc Philippines, said the Twin- 
Phone is perfect for professionals, frequent 
travelers, and businessmen. 

The phone units will be available this 
month at all Semicon outlets nationwide, in 
Celblus phone shops in Cebu , and from 
other authorized dealers. 

Learn more about the TwinPhone at 
www.twinphone.co.uk, or visit its head- 
quarters at the Artes Tower, 1956 Pilar Hi- 
dalgo Lim, Malate, Manila. You may also 
reach its distributors at 0928-2966945, 
0905-3268903, 0922-6015672 or e-mail 
asaclub@yahoo.com or allysongtwin- 
phone.co.uk. 


on why they should put their money into 
Antel Spa Residences, because they will 
also be enjoying the same features and 
amenities,” said Gascon. 

Among the many amenities, services 
and features soon-to-be-offered by the 

newest lifestyle residential tower along 
Makati Avenue are spa-centered facilities 
including a Wellness Academy, a sky In- 
finity pool, fitness center, and various 
shops and clinics devoted to health and 
wellness. 

Antel Spa Residences is a Full Service 
Residential Suites (FSRS) pioneered by 
Antel Land Holdings, which allows resi- 
dents to enjoy five-star hotel-style ser- 
vices and amenities such as concierge, 
laundry, housekeeping, transport, formal 
reception, room service, carwash, unit 
maintenance and professional leasing. 

For inquiries about the Antel Rewards 
Program, call 896-8888 or visit www.an- 
tel.com.ph. Interested parties may also 

isit The Antel Venue Lounge at 5343 
Gen. Luna Street corner Makati Avenue, 
Makati City. 


KD SECTORAL BREFING/FORUM WITH INFORMATION I; 
ŠA OFFICERS OF PART 


OMBUDSMAN: Kettwalon 


ENT AGENCIES 
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OMBUDSMAN AT FORUM 
Ombudsman Merceditas Gutierrez 
(center) listens to Prosecution and 
Monitoring Bureau acting director 
Elvira Chua talk on the laws on. 
bribery, libel and other mass media 
laws at a sectoral briefing-forum 
with the information officers of par- 
ticipating government agencies con- 
ducted recently by the Office of the 
Ombudsman at the Sulo Hotel in 
Quezon City. The event was part of 


the OMBS ongoing information dis- 
semination campaign on its role in 
the fight against corruption which is 
a joint undertaking of the OMB and 
the European Commission with the 
theme; ‘Ombudsman: Katiwalian Ay 
Labanan, Maging Tapat sa Bayan’ 
Also shown are (from left): Commu- 
nication Concepts Inc president Al- 
bert Adriano and assistant Ombuds- 
man Evelyn Baliton. 


Atlas Copco nears target 


ATLAS COPCO PHILIPPINES 
Inc, THE leading provider of in- 
dustrial productivity solutions 
in the Philippines, is bound to 
surpass its 2007 sales target by 
a huge sumi if it can sustain its 
bullish run as reflected in the 
company's 3rd quarter sales re- 
port. 

As of September, the compa- 
ny already achieved P775.205 
million, 27 percent higher com- 
pared to projection year-to- 
date, During the same period 
last year, Atlas Copco sold 
593.228 million. By the end of 
September, Atlas Copco bested 
last year's performance by post 
ing a 30.6-percent increase in 
sales. 

Atlas Copco made 
P727.126 million in 2006. 
This was 10 percent higher 
compared to the sales projec- 
tion which was P659.30 mil- 
lion. The company’s sales 
projection for 2007 is 
P815.370 million. This is 24 
percent more than last year's 
sales projection but the com. 


pany is poised to surpass this 
figure. 

‘Atlas Copco Philippines Inc is 
a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Atlas Copco AB of Sweden. 
Since its establishment in 1967, 
it has grown to be a leading 
provider of industrial produc- 
tivity solutions in the Philip- 
pines. 

“With our Compressor Busi- 
ness Area, we are looking at 
achieving a remarkable P1 bil- 
lion by end of December which 
will be a milestone for the com- 
pany,” declares Jonnie Regis, 
general manager of Atlas Copco 
Philippines Inc. 

Globally, it has three business 
lines, viz compressor technique, 
construction and mining tech- 
nique and industrial technique. 
It is ISO 9001:2000 compliant 
as certified by Lloyd s Register 
Quality Assurance. The compa- 
ny is also working towards 
OHSAS 18000 certification be- 
fore the end of the year. 

Visit Atlas Copco at wwwat- 
lascopco.com. 
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GLORIOUS FILIPINO FOOD 

AT JAYMP'S GRILL 

daymis Grili means Filipino Cuisine at its best. It 
used to be located at The Fort, beside Par 43 mini 
golf, but has recently moved to 802 Pasay Road 
‘Makati, near Don Bosco Church. People have 
been missing their old favorite resto, and they 
can finally feast on the specialties again-Sisig, 
Crispy Pata, Kilawing Tangigue, Inihaw na Liem- 
po, Mango Freeze, and try new ones like Pinalu- 
‘tong na Hito, Catfish Mango Salad (as shown), 
and Banana Qala mode. Its cozy and relaxed am- 
blence makes it the perfect venue for baptisms, 
birthdays, weddings, corporate functions and 
other big parties. İt has function rooms for up to 
70 and air conditioned/al fresco seating up to 
300. With basement parking and a kiddie play- 
ground, Jaymi's Grill really does elevate the Fil- 
İpino dining experience a notch above the rest. 
For inquiries and reservations, call 815-2741 or 
815-7990 
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CEBUANA LHUILLIER TOP EXECS GRADUATE FROM AIM 


A number of key Cebuana Lhuillier executives re- 
cently graduated from AIM's Management Devel- 
opment Program (MDP). This six-week course 
primed the participating executives for personal 
transformation in the strategy and leadership of 
the business, industry, country and Asia in the 
global context. Aside from successfull finishing 
the course, Jerry Orlina and Veronica Valentes 
also received special citations as members of the 
best performing team for management fight sim- 
ulator and best performing team in a business 
management simulation activity respectively 


‘Shown are P. Lhuilller Insurance Agency general 
manager Jonathan Batangan, internal audit divi- 
sion manager Jerry Orlina, personnel and organi- 
zation development division manager Veronica 
Vallentes, regional manager Rizaldy Ranjo, legal 
services division manager lawyer Luls Velasquez, 
‘executive assistant to the CEO Danny Francisco, 
regional manager Felix Contapay, Cebuana Lhull- 
lier Services Corp general manager Fernando Ba- 
‘cungan and human resource division manager 
Vicente Turdanes during MOP's closing ceremo- 
ny 
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ilippine Bi Caz was followed by the traditional " " Its muttitasking capabilities, 
Philippine BiD ý à € Ye ribbon-cutting rites lad by Roast- New distribution workflow integrations, add-on 


Challenge to hold zz” ers Philippines’ chair Mrs. Rosali- System features, flexibility and powerful 
ketpl. ” na Siy; group marketing director Valiant & McKenzie Distribution, reporting. 

marketplace 2 Karen N. Cosico and operations a nationwide distribution group ABM Computech was chosen 
THE PHILIPPINE BID CHALLENGE, manager Marissa San Diego. for global brands, has signed up — for the project because of its solid 
an online business plan competi t Located at the ground level with ABM Computech Enterprises experience in implementing solu- 
tion, will exhibit the top 45 busi- (Level M1), Kenny Rogers Trino- for the implementation of Sage tions. Live implementation of the 
ness plans submited from al over ma features a fresh look—from MAS 500 ERP for its financial, new system is expected to run by 
the country on Oct. 22, , from. R. the façade to the restaurant's inte- distribution and warehousing January 2008. Such prospect will 
4:20 pam, onwards atthe AIM Con- THÉ iced ede derriere rior The menu board reflects the — needs. 7 —— enable Valiant & McKenzie to 
ference Center in Legaspi Village, = freshness of Kenny's dishes while In choosing the new system, properly streamline business pro- 
Makati City. igroup, Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Philippine Business for Social colorful murals and graphic Valiant & McKenzie considered. cesses. 

The event is also a venue where Corp., Nestle Philippines, Philip- Progress (PBSP) and the Busi- posters of various food offerings 
the BID Challenge entrepreneurs pine Daily Inquirer, DTI-Bureau of ness in Development Network. For adorn the walls. 
and potential investors and busi- Small and Medium Enterprise De- details, log on to www.bidnet- "There isa wide range of excit- 
ness partners can exchange expe- velopment and the Foundation for work. .org/philippines. ing choices, all deliciously healthy, 
riences and explore collaboration. a Sustainable Society Inc. ‘and you get to enjoy your meal in 
‘The best business plans shali also The Philippine BID Challengeis Kenny Rogers a fresh and relaxing environment. 
be recognized in an awarding cer- — a fully localized version of the In- in Trinoma Ifyou want good food that's good 
emony later that day. ternational BID Challenge, an in- Re Roaster th for you, come visit us at Kenny 

Leading the marketplace are ternational online businessplan — Kenny Rogers Roasters merme Rogers Trinoma,” says Cosico. 
Philippine BID Chalangeand SGV competition thatcombinesin- penet AS ewes! branch mne Thecomplete menu, which is 
A pal and managing partner come generating business with ein ofthe restaurant's in “dat fora day dining. fea- (FROM left) Feman Sison, corporate IT manager, Patrick Sy, VB Maribeth 

gue, with other mem- poverty reduction in a developing tures an extensive variety, includ- ir å is å 
å gå branch preceded the opening and Baba, director for Sales and Services of ABM, Christine Fondevilla, CEO of 

bers of the board representing Cit- — country. It is organized by the ing eight entrée options. ABM, Ramon Sy, president, VP Andre Sy and VP Samuel Sy. 


Home Interior Superstore 
Offers Up to 24 months Zero (0%) 
Interest on Select Furniture Items 


The Home Depot Group 
also inaugurates 
second Home Interior Superstore 
in Ortigas Home Depot. 


“The Home Interior Superstore is a storein store 
and one stop shop furniture haven owned and 
operated by Manila's fastest growing chain of 
home centers. Last October 17, the second 
branch of its pioneering Home Interior 
‘Superstore was formally inaugurated. 


Located at the mezzanine floor of Ortigas 
n Home Depot, it is touted to be the metro's 

alabange baliuag te re bin Uum 
x 7 retail area of over 6,000 square meters 

H $ af 8 including other furniture retailers inside the 

manila bay ə ortigas CTA | ee aite ane Dept 
. È E É 55. Group's family of company owned retail 
enterprises. The Home Interior Superstore 
forms part of the growing number of furniture 
shops located in its mezzanine floor. Among 
Designs, INDEX Furniture, Interior Design 


Options (IDO), Ortigas Furniture and 
Victoria Mondiale. 


Aside from a wide variety of ready made 
furniture designs and themes to suit every 
1 lifestyle, the superstore accepts made to 


order furniture for the most discerning 
customers. A plethora of home décor and 
DESIGNS & CONCEPTS | accessories also offers furniture buyers 
matching pieces to complement their furniture 


oar FF, Z| showcase. The sprawing furniture center is 
q "Y a 3) targeting home owners who are currently 
(if ørstnnn 224707 Camps so xn. 


üzr la Ste projects. 


B Å B Bi Since buying furnit be f th 
DECOWOOD gor Cure FIREFLY [EUG | əsəsən consuming expenses in hove 


PETS ENTENOS renovations, homeowners can now avail of 


= zero-interest installment payments from 
if 3 months up to 24 months on selected 
S furniture items in the two Home Interior 
JAS Superstores using their BPI, Citibank, 
Hour | Diners and HSBC credit cards 


The first Home Interior Superstore was 
inaugurated last June at the Manila Bay 
LEPANTO /7: å N Home Depot, the fourth member of the 
z THES Home Depot Group's growing chain of 
EX F home centers. Similarly located at the 

ir e mezzanine floor, it also has two escalators 
Panasonic Bas} &3ABLOY' SPECTRUM 


WIRING DEVICES. that lead customers to a wide array of modem, 


f. ffs classic and contemporary furniture and 
prm) home décor. 


en nef OS ard == Yale 


Medie 
For inquiries, you may call us at: 

ORTIGAS HOME DEPOT - 

T Doña Jula Vargas Avenue near comer Meralco Avenue, 

Brgy. Ugong, 683.0 

Tel. Nos.: 3.0823; 683.0826 

636.0772; 636.0773; 636.7454 


Fax No. ,0824 The Home Interior Superstore is just one 
WESTGATE ALABANG HOME DEPOT of several retail concepts introduced to the. 


home owners and builders market. Also 
E nid recently introduced was its Loyalty Card 
Tel. Nos.: 771.1627 to 29 Program for frequent buyers. Now, customers 
Fax No. 771.1626 can accumulate points for rewards ina 1 
POT EENS outlets in Alabang-Westgate, Baliuag 
— HOME DE PR MACAPAGAL BLVD. Manila Bay and Ortigas just by dropping 
ı 04 7957 WORLD. by its Customer Sales Service counter and 
Tel. Nos. (044) 766.7957; 
(02) 299.82 


CENTER apply for a loyalty card. Another innovative 

program is the HOME PRICE. GUARANTEE 

MANILA BAY HOME DEPOT ROXAS BLVD Program, assuring its customers that they 
‘Macapagal "Corner Sen. Gil Puyat Ave. Ext., Pasay City - can avail of the most competitive prices in 
Tel. Nos. 833.5456; 833.5768 the market or the customer can claim a 
618.5105; 556.1471; 556.1464 refund on the price difference. With several 
Fax No. 556.1468 more outlets targeted to be opened in tne. 
near future, a new Home Depot is slated to 

be opened in San Fernando, Pampanga 

e flyers for more details. Per DTI-NCR Permit No.3443 S nex year 


EDSA EXTENSION 


IT IS NOT EVERY DAY THAT 
chief executive officers of big 
global companies get to meet 
amd discuss management and 
leadership issues with their 
counterparts from top Philip- 
pine companies. 

Yet, that’s what the recently 
concluded 6th Management As- 
sociation of the Philippines 
(MAP) just did. 

The two-day conference held 
at the Makati Shangri-la Hotel 
brought no less than 900 of the 
country's top executives (most 
ly CEOs, chief operating offi- 
cers, chief financial officers, 
and chief information officers) 
face to face with top-notch ex- 
ecutives of global firms. 

‘Together in one stage were 
Christina Gold, CEO of Western 
Union, who talked about migra- 
tion as a choice and not a neces- 
sity, and what the company is 
doing to improve the lives of the 
families of overseas Filipino 
workers. 

‘There was Frederic Neumann 
of the Hongkong Shanghai 

ng Corp., who shared his 
insights of the decoupling of the 
Asian economies from the US 
economy and how the growing 
influence of China should be 
viewed in the long-term. 

Dr Devi Prasad Shetty, the 
cardiologist who treated Moth- 
er Teresa, related how his hos- 
pital has reached out to the re- 
motest areas of India to help 
heal the poor people through 
telemedicine and how heart 
surgeries can be made afford- 
able through application of in- 
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SUSINESSMonday 
Meeting of the (business) minds 


Top executives discuss vital issues during 2-day meeting 


novative operating systems and 
procedures. 

And Brian Tumpowshy, a prin- 
cipal of Diamond Consulting, ‘a 
US firm advising buyers.of out- 
sourced services, discussed the 
trends-in outsourcing and. how 
the Philippines could take ad- 
vantage of the changing percep- 
tions of buyers and the evolution 
of outsourced services, 

Former finance secretary 
Jose Isidro Camacho, now with 
Credit Suisse, showed how 
lending decisions of his bank 
considers the projects impact 
on the environment and on the 
improvement in the lives of the 
community it serves. 


FREDERICK FUJI director 


Neumann, HSBC Toshio Arima 


The Bangkok Bank Executive 
Chair, Khun Sithi Piti Annuay, 
explained the vision of the bank 
to be the leading bank in the re- 
gion and the logic behind its ex- 
pansion to China, India and 
Vietnam. 

Arthur Tan, CEO of Integrat- 
ed Microelectronic, an Ayala 
company, showed the need for 
the Philippine company to ac- 
quire manufacturing facilities 
in China and Vietnam and prob- 
ably Russia to sell Philippine 
brand to US customers. 

The chair of this year’s confer- 
ence and MAP's immediate past 
president, Evelyn R. Singson, 
admitted that a conference as 


RAJAAzmi, DR. DEVI 
EVP Air Asia Shetty 


E Y PRE 
AT DR. DEVI Prasad Shetty teleconference: (from left) Dr. Juani 
Dr: Liza Pastores, Dr. Lourdes Diaz and Dr. Von Meldrich Gonda. 


big as this with 13 CEO speakers 
was no mean feat, 

She said the organizing com- 
mittee started to work on this 
event for the past 12 months to 
insure that the invited speakers 
could accommodate the confer- 
ence in their busy schedules par- 
ticularly since it involved long- 
haul travel for some. But with 
the Philippines emerging as a fa- 
vorable investment destination, 
the invited CEOs did not hesitate 
to come over and see the coun- 
trys business environment. 

The MAP gives one big CEO 
International Conference each 
year. The past conferences were 
well attended, but the partici- 


JOSE Cuisia, TUNDE Fapunwa, 
CEO, Philamlife Bayantel 


ING's Renato de 
Guzman 


pants in this year's conference 
were unanimous in saying that " $ 
it was the best they had attend- FIGARO CEO Chit Juan (left) and 
ed so far. ABS-CBN's Maria Ressa 
The topics were very timely 
and the speakers gave their 
fresh and imaginative view- 
points on how they prepared 
themselves and their compa- 
nies to respond to the fast 
changing environment, the ad- 
vances in technology and the 
evolving social and political ac- 
tivism worldwide. 
A book on the conference 
proceedings and open forum 
discussions will be published by NABI Saleh and Evelyn Singson, 
MAP and will be made available chair of the MAP conference. 
to the public. 


SSS chief Cora VICKY SEAIR'S Avelino Zapanta (left) and: 
dela Paz Garchitorena Fem Pena, MOF Co. (Subic), İnc, 


A 
(From left) Sun's Cynthia Mamon, Western Ui 
Christina Gold, and consultant Brian Tumpowsly 
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and real life 


By Jade Snow, Contributor José Inocencio 


Photos by Melvyn Calderon 


Jt, Rolf Lachat, 


Alden Macazat, Leo Mahinay, 


Laurence Mangaw, Emilio Mon- 


ACOLOD CITY— 

“Club Majica at Or- 

ange" is this year's 
Majica — Masskara—the 
Negrense artists’ own 
contribution to the fa- 
mous annual Masskara 
festival, which draws 
crowds and drowning 
life's tragedies albeit for a 
moment. 

But instead of just depicting 
the good side of life, as what the 
festivals street-dancing and 
merrymaking are wont to do, 
the “Club Majica at 
Orange" exhibit 
breathes life into 
the Negrense artists 
rendition of real life 
and humanity. 

The exhibiting 
artists are Richard 
Aguillon, Edmund 
Bacia, José Carreon 
Jr, Bary Cervantes, 
Tot-c Co, Inocentes 
Cristales, Giovanni 
Demasu-ay, Rex Fal- 
cunitin, Joe Geral- 
do, Israel Mark Gon- 
zalez, Jovito Hecita, 


Yee. 


mental female 


limitation, yet 


limitations. 


Iv 


reflect any gender or cultural 


S sessions 


telibano, Manny Montelibano, 
Santiago Onatin, Norman Pose- 
cion, Leah Remolado, Rianne 
Salvarita, Georgette Sanchez, 
Susanito Sarnate and Nonon 


The concept is anchored on a 
structural theme that reflects 
the artists take on humanity as 
expressed through the funda- 


form. The basic 


female form is used as the start- 
ing point and a necessary space 


the works don't 
of Bacolod City. 


“Bayi,” for example, a papier- 
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‘Club 
Maiica at 
Orange’ 
exhibit 
breathes 
life into the: 
Negrense ” 
artists” 
rendition 
ofreal life 
and 
humanity 
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416-52-18 


www firstpiniácie. 
auiecestraipinnsclecomph 
Fust Pinnacle 
TEAK WOOD 
TEAK WOOD 


m. dun 


VFirst Pinnacle 
TRADI 


ING CORPORATION, 


EN à 


VILMA SANTOS es 
——.. 

CHARLENE GONZALES 
Prom, Colom! Bessy Quen, Across 


THEY ALL DID IT THROUGH THE — 


RENOWNED TAPALLA WAY p "n ii " 
Join The Ranks Of Our Famous Achievers : s E lab: 9i FE hå 


PRATE COACHING & CORPORATE TRANG ARE AVAILABLE 


www.wctacademe.com 


side turn 


mirrors with 


signals 


Head Lamps - 
Newly designed 
with a sleeker 
treatment 


- The fusion of versatility and style just got better in the new Chevrolet Optra. The more sophisticated package sports advance safe 


fety 
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ANTO SEBASTIAN” IS A 

unique group exhibition fo- 

cused on one subject matter: 

Zxathe martyrdom of Saint Sebastian, 

Tezsaid to have been killed during the 

**anti-Christian persecutions by the 

Roman emperor Diocletian in the 
third century. 

His image was brought to Negros by the 
Order of the Augustinian Recollects. Since 
then he has become the patron saint of the 
Diocese of Bacolod. 

+ Inartand literature, he is commonly de- 
"ipicted as one tied to a post and shot with ar- 
*Syows, an ordeal he miraculously survived 
before his martyrdom. 
åå The auspices of the Bacolod City Bishop's 
Palace is a perfect backdrop to the inspired 
works of Dennis Ascalon, José Carreon Jt, 
+ Charlie Co, Inocentes Ting Cristales, Joe 
ƏŞ Geraldo, Israel Gonzales, Fred Juson, Ray- 
{>t mond Legaspi, Rodney Martinez, Tristram 
253 Miravalles, Rianne Salvarita, Roger Salvai 
=tSita, Leah Samson, Tony Tejado and Orville 


perial Roman army, who was among the 
zu most frequently depicted saints by late 
* Gothic and Renaissance artists, 


Athlete of Christ 
* The opportunity to show a semi-nude 
male, often in a contorted pose, also made 


M PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER m 


LIEST“ 


BACOLOD'S PRIDE, The “Santo 
Sebastian” collection against 
Bacolod City’s century-old San 
Sebastian Cathedral, built in 1876 


and martyrdom 


E 


"SAN SEBASTIAN,” by Raymond Legaspi 


his was a life generally believed to reveal 
Christian practices, so that he was a saint 
viewed as an athleta Christi or "athlete of 
Christ," and a "guardian of the heavens." 
The exhibition's major challenge to the 
artists was to relate the spiritual nature of 
the martyred saint to present-day realities, 
which, more than ever, probably require 
the help of more saints like San Sebastian. 


: 2. 
uus | 


“CARROZA ni San Sebastian,” “SAN SEBASTIAN Tended by the 


by Charlie Co 


Holy Women,” by Leah Samson 


MONDAY, OCTOBER: 2, 2007 
The exhibition's 
major challenge 
to the artists was to 
relate the spiritual 
nature of the 
martyred saint to 
present-day realities 


It Co who came up with the “Santo Se- 
bastian" concept, inspired by the creative 
initiative of local artists during the mid- 
805, when members of the Arts Association 
of Bacolod painted the 14 Stations of the 
Gross for the Church of San Antonio Abad 
in Bacolod City. 

"Santo Sebastian” is also the visual artists! 
response to the encouragement of Henry 
Streegan to initiate a pre-diamond year exhi- 
bition as a prelude to next year's celebration 
ofthe 75th year of the Diocese of Bacolod. 

‘The collection is unique because of the 
different versions of the iconic image of Se- 
bastian, from classical to ultra modern and 
contemporary. These are representative of 
the many generations and disciplines of Ne- 
grense artists. 


Powerful works 

The works of the Salvarita father and son 
are a clear example. The father's 15th-centu- 
ry classical lines stand in stark contrast with 
the contemporary surreal style of his son, as 
both paint their faith in oil on canvas, 

Martinez “St, Sebastian,” in muted gold- 
en hues, reflects the artist s perception that 
“what is important is the way, for after all 
there is more to creation than the end.” 

Visitacion's "Sebastian Lives” portrays 
that “all encounters in life are lessons for 
the maturing spirit.” 

‘The show also features two powerful figu- 
tative works from young artists Gonzales 
and Miravalles. These unpretentious sons of 
Bacolod aim to be honest voices in the fields 
of visual crafting, 

Miravalles says his work “depicts the re- 
ality of most Filipino people who are strug- 
gling in their daily lives and who have be- 
come martyrs for their family even in the 
middle of conflict... They hold on to the 
faith that they believe will save them.” 

One of the exhibition's highlights is Co's 
"Carroza ni San Sebastian," where the 
dark-skinned image of the martyris set in a 
burning, vrar-röVaged landscape in con- 
temporary times. The modern representa- 
tion can be likened to that of the image of 
Nazareno of Quiapo, to which the Filipino 
can relate closer because it veers away from 
the traditional Caucasian religious images. 

Co's work comments on the sacrificial 
nature of soldiers whose lives are forever 
on the line amid never-ending battles, 

“Santo Sebastian” is one exhibition 
where the hands of artists have lent the 
hues of contemporary realities to a still-rel- 
evant and hauntingly beautiful tale of faith. 

Jade Snow, Contributor 
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papier-måché 


Of masks and real life 


From page CI 


måché by Laurence Mangao is clearly about 
the Filipino woman. 

Says Mangao: “A lot of women are in cir- 
cumstances of pain, verbal, physical, emo- 
tional, but they learn to live through it and 
survive.” 

An installation by Susanito Samate, 
“Steel Alive,” was very much inspired by his 
wife. Sarnate says he is amazed by how his 
wife has managed to juggle her work in the 
house both as mother and wife—that he 
‘wonders why she's still alive. 

“Steel Alive’ is my tribute to my beloved 
wife Rosemarie,” he says. 

The first Masskara festival was held in 
1980, as the city's attempt to cope with the 
tragedy caused by the 1979 sinking of luxu- 
ry liner Don Juan as well as the suffering of 
Negrenses in the midst of the sugar crisis 
then, 

The masks gave color to their otherwise 
dreary lives. And through the years, 
tourists from all over the world have been 
joining the festival of masks. 

In the last four years, however, Negrense 
artists have been reconstructing the rele- 
vance of Masskara within the context of Ba- 
colod City’s contemporary realities. And 
the exhibit is proof that the artists’ commu- 
nity is very much alive in the City of Smiles. 

The project was an initiative of Silver 


CLUB Majica artists at Orange: 
Tot-C Co, Georgette Sanchez, 
Sarnate, Leah Remolado, 
Richard Agulllon, Santiago 
Onatin and Carreon. Standing: 
SM Alexis Villarias, Manny 
Montelibano, Emilio 
Montelibano, soundman Neil 
Estrella, Alden Macazar, 
Mangao, Charlie Co, Rianne 
Salvarita, Nonon Yee, Norman 
Posecion, Cristales, Israel Mark 
Gonzales and Edmund Bacla 


“HUMAN Trash,” mixed media. 
by Joe Geraldo 


Masskara Organization, which wanted to 
highlight the festivities in keeping with the 
spirit of celebration the community of 
artists started in 1980. It is but fitting that 
the same creative hands are harnessed once 


gu ux 


"BIG WISH. 
Equality? ( 21), by 
José Buglas Carréon, 
mixed media of 
painted wood and 


“ANGEL of Light and Dark,” by Inocentes 
Ting Cristales, mixed media of mostly papi 
máché 


again to give life to art through one com- 
munity. 

On Oct. 6, Silver Masskara Organization 
Inc. and Black Artists in Asia Association 
Inc. opened the group exhibition with a 
large collection of 25 installation works 
from 25 Negrense artists. 

‘The opening night was done in a unique- 
ly participative manner where guests be- 
came club members for a night and joined 
the live exhibition the minute they donned 
a mask. 

t is an experience that fully utilizes the 
gallery spaces, including the courtyard 
area, which features a large mural by Bary 
Cervantes and Rianne Salvarita. The main 
gallery boasts a selection of contemporary 
installations in a mural backdrop of the 
classic Charlie Co arches, while the third 
floor gallery presents a mix of thematic in- 
dividual and group installations set up in a 
club backdrop designed by Emilio Mon- 
telibano. 

‘The works, along with the video installa- 
tion setup on the gallery landing and the 
works featured on the bridge, are intended 
to provoke people into questioning and re- 
flecting on their own individual biases and 
perspectives—which otherwise will not 
have a place beneath the radiance of smil- 
ing masks. 


“Club Magica at Orange” in Gallery Or- 
ange, Lopue's Mandalagan Annex, Bacolod 
City, is on view Monday-Saturday, 2-9 p.m. 

until Oct, 30, 
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FORT Santiago in Intramuros during 
the early days of the 20th century 
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PRIDE OF PLACE 
Augusto Villalon 


Museo ng 
Maynila exhibit " 


HILE RESTORATION OF THE 
Army and Navy Club is in progress, 


5 Museo ng Maynila will open its 
EARLY 20th-century view of unobstructed Lunetaand Manila Bay doors. Its galleries on the ground floor are 


beyond is among the heritage postcards on exhibit at Museong now open to the public. 


Maynila. Museo ng Maynila inaugurates its reopen- 


ing with “Maynila Noon: The Curt Teich Post- 
card Collection, 1922-1949,” 9 a.m. -4 p.m., 
Monday-Friday, until Dec. 31. 
Images on exhibit are from the Curt Teich 
Postcard Archives, which has the largest pri- 
vate collection of postcards in the US. The 
company, the world’s largest postcard printer, 
was in existence from 1898 to 1978. 
Curt Teich Company donated rare and un- 
published images of Manila that have not 
been published or exhibited in the Philip- 
pines. The postcards on exhibit, photos tak- 
en from 1922-1949 when Manila was known MERE 
as the Pearl of the Orient, offer a rare Ørneredet 
glimpse of Manila's youthful days during an- Suz A 
other era. travel between 01 September and 30 November 2007 
Curt Teich is no stranger to Manila. The 
company opened for local business in 1898 
when American troops landed in the Philip- 
pines. In fact, the images are vintage Ameri- 
can colonial. The American flag is seen flying 
over many landmarks that once symbolized 
Spanish supremacy. 
The postcards journey through Manila, 
picking up images of the people, their 
streets, parks, churches, hotels, schools, 
and landmarks such as Fort Santiago, Escol- KAŞ 
ta, Avenida Rizal. Of interest are images of 5 
the Luneta cluster of classic American colo- ng Jet 
nial buildings that survive today: the Army ORTON OCU ae Mae Jetstar.com/si 
and Navy Club, Manila Hotel the Elks oldemor etstar. g 
e Erai! tatar mni hokidaytours.net 


je g ‘Admission to Museo ng Maynila is free. Man Fr 820 


For inquiries, information, or group book- 


g mm 
A 1919 image of Army and Navy Cub hallway ings, please call 4050135 or 5245491. 
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‘of 74 
applicants 


CAN YOUNG PIANISTS -AGES 7-12 DO 
Justice to the Baroque period exemplified 
by Johann Sebastian Bach, a German com- 
poser who died nearly 275 years ago? 

Perhaps one got the answer during the 
winners’ concert of the recently concluded 
Piano Teachers Guild of the Philippines (PT- 
GP)-Philamlife 2007 Bach Competition. 

‘The winners’ concert showcased an array 
of young talents who surprisingly managed 
to have a clear grasp of the dynamics, artic- 
ulation and execution of ornaments as 
practiced during the Baroque period. 

"Their playing was just marvelous," said 
pianist Fr. Manuel Maramba, PTGP presi- 
dent who conducted a seminar on Bach in- 
terpretation months before the contest. “To 
be able to play Bach well, you need a dis- 
cerning mind, a discerning ear and a good 
teacher. As you can see, the competition 


joined 
this year's 
inusic tilt, 
and 36 
made it to 
the finals 
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Bach in the hands of young keyboard artists 


was won by pupils under different teachers 
whose identities were not known to the 
four sets of jurors in the preliminaries. This 
means a good batch of young pianists has 
emerged and the quality of teaching has 
improved immensely.” 

(On second thought, I need not doubt the 
ability of the young to do Bach well way be- 
yond their years. Cecile Licad was soloist in 
Bach's “Brandenburg” Concerto when she 
was barely 14 and the no-applause-in-be- 
tween-movement rule simply didn't apply 
when she performed it abroad.) 

Seven-year-old Hugo Kingston Hua (a 
pupil of Cecile Basilio Roxas) made it to the 
honorable-mention list, and 9-year-old 
Marin Suzuki (also a student of Roxas), 
who played Bach's Invention No. 13 in A 
Minor, landed first prize in category Al 
(ages 10 and below). 

Nine-year-old Patrick Allen Sy (pupil of 
Carmencita Arambulo), who played Inven- 
tion No. 8 in F Major with astounding 
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Baroque rhythm, placed second, while 8- 
year-old Danielle Joy L. See (pupil of An- 
thony Say), who played Bach's Invention 
No. 8 in F Major, was equally in synch with 
the Baroque style. 

In the A2 category, 12-year-old Lorenzo 
Medel (pupil of Mauricia Borromeo) land- 
ed first, and his facility was amazing as he 
played Bach's Sinfonia No. 15 in B Minor. 
An 11-year-old, Denise Faith See (student 
of Say), was equally good in the same 
piece. 

Third prizes in this category were 
claimed by 12-year-old Zheng Yang Tiu 
(student of George Ong) and 11-year-old 
James Pierre Silangeruz (student of Erlinda 
Fule) 

Hannah Lyn Tan, 17, a first-prize winner 
in category B and a student of Mary Anne 
Espina, rendered a well-defined "Well-Tem- 
pered Clavier” Vol. 1, No. 3 in C Major, 
while 20-year-old Darren lias Matias (first 
prize, category C, student of Fule) deliv- 
ered a dazzling Toccata in G Major. Equally 
impressive were the WTC Vol. 2, No. 6 in D 
Minor of Foederis Gumarang (third prize, 
category B, student of Say) and Clarijane 
Belliones (third prize and a student of Jo- 
vianney Emmanuel Cruz) 

The rendition of WTC," Vol. 2, No. 20, in 
A Minor by Beah Darda Gumarang (second 
prize, category B, student of Ruby Salvosa) 
was characterized by rare finesse while 
Juan Michael Sargado (second prize, cate- 
gory B, student of Lucy Magalit) delivered a 
well-dispatched Fantasia and Fugue in A 
Minor. Anne Marie Caldoza (second prize, 
student of Najib Ismail) also showed un^ 
usual clarity in her performance of Bach's 
“WTC,” Vol. 2, No. 15 in G Major. 

A total of 74 applicants joined this years 
Bach competition sponsored by the Philip- 
pine American Life Insurance Company, and 
36 made it to the finals. In the preliminaries, 
the jury heard the contestants behind a cur- 
tain so as not to reveal their identities. 

“We have to resort to this rule because 
the music circle is so small and everyone 
knows everybody,” said Father Maramba. 
“The finalists were chosen not because of 
who they are and their teachers but how 
they played behind closed curtains visually 
separated from the jury.” 

This year’s prizewinners will be heard 
Oct. 26 in “Paco Park Presents.” 

The contest was just one of the activities 
lined up by PTGP to observe its 35th an- 
niversary. 


Tito Estrada mural 

Tito Estrada's permanent exhibit "Sym- 
phony at Sea" was recently unveiled at the 
SSS Building in Quezon City. It was fol- 
lowed by the opening of his one-man show 
with Quezon City Mayor Sonny Belmonte, 
Julie Defensor, Leslie Albano and Dr. Ed 
Poblete as special guests. 

Measuring 4 x 8 ft, "Symphony at Sea" is 
Estrada's donation to the SSS. It was received 
by SSS administrator Corazon de la Paz. 


Cavitearts center 

An arts exhibit, “Habagat,” initiated by 
an arts sector called Grupo Ocho recently 
opened at Alfonso Hotel in Alfonso, Cavite. 
Proceeds from this exhibit will go to the 
Chapel on the Hill Choir, one of the projects 
lined up by Grupo Ocho, which represents 
young artists in the visual arts, literature 
and music in Cavite. 

The arts renaissance effort is supported 
by Zenny and Rey Lara, a balikbayan couple 
from Cavite. 

Alfonso Hotel, owned and managed by 
Pio Fernandez, is being eyed as the new 
haven for the arts in Cavite. It is within the 
Royale Tagaytay Estates, a tourist spot just 
60 km from Manila. Call (046)4130770. 
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$Ö By Jessica lalandoni-Robillos 
Contributor 


T IS FITTING THAT FARLEY DEL 

I Rosario has chosen to depict his own 

version of 14th-century Flemish 

painter Jan Van Eyck's “The Betrothal of 

Å the Amolfini,” which has been much 

studied mathematically for its spatial in- 
accuracy. 

Says art historian Josef Kern, “The fig- 
ures in Van Eyck’s paintings cannot exist in 
the spaces surrounding them in the normal 
"human way” German writer/artist Anita 
Albus notes that “Van Eyck’s perspective 
transcends the boundaries of human per- 
ception, and thereby necessarily breaches 
the laws of geometry.” 

Del Rosario, an admirer of Van Eyck 
regardless of the problem with orthogo- 
nals and vanishing points, has variegat 
ed the marriage portrait not onl 
through color but also by presenting his 
signature subjects (not your usual hu- 
mans) in place of the original. His brand 
of perception results in curled lines in- 
stead of necks and arms and the oval 
faces with eyes round and noses lined 
from the forehead make the depiction 
quite comical. 

Tris precisely this sense of humor that be- 
guiles Farley followers, more so as he has ti- 
ed the piece “Yan, Van Eyck,” punning the 
artists name with the Filipino declaration. 

It is one among several amusing ver- 
sions of well-known masterpieces in “Im- 
postor in Poster,” on show in Choice Ex- 
pression Gallery at 2/F Doria Consolacion 
Bldg., Jupiter St., Bel-Air, Makati City. 

"The humorous suite of paintings in no 
way means to disparage the originals. It is, 
in fact, Farley's way of showing his admira- 
tion and paying his respect in the way he 
can, incidentally bringing to mind Van Ey- 
kes motto of "Als ich chan,” Flemish for “As 
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"THELAST Super Hero" 


inoy artists 


ioin Larasati auction 


“BEAUTIES in the Garden,” by Lydia Velasco 


TWENTY-NINE WORKS FROM 25 
Filipino artists have been chosen for inclu- 
sion to the auction of Larasati over the 
weekend at the Grand Ballroom of the Mar- 
riott Hotel in Singapore. 

For Larasati's 10th Pictures of Asia (Mod- 
em & Contemporary Art) auction, a total of 
172 paintings are included. 

Leading the group of artworks chosen 
from the Philippines is a 36” x 48” piece, 
“The Performers,” by National Artist Arturo 
Luz. There are also works by Pacita Abad, 
Aileen Grace Lanuza, Marcel Antonio, Joel 
Bartolome, Carlo Magno, Charlie Co, 
Reynold de la Cruz, Manny Garibay, Jas- 
pher Penuliar, Joy Mallari, Juarnto Torres, 
Jerry Morada, Marina Cruz, Neil Manalo, 
Paul Rocero, Rodel Tapaya, Lydia Velasco, 
Roland Ventura, Rolando Ventura, Vincent 
de Pio, Bernard Vista and Wawi Navarroza. 

One of the favorites of the auctioneers is 
Morada, who has three works at the auc- 
tion—"Tanda ng di Paglimot,” "Kalayaan 
Freedom)" and "The Secret of the Brown 
Scapular.” 

Lydia Velasco has two works up for auc- 
tion—"Mother's Love" and "Beauties in the 
Garden.” Bernard Vista likewise has two 
works. One of the largest works is by San- 
dra Fabie Gfeller, “Summer,” which is 120 x 
243 cm in dimension. 

Also featured in the auction are impor- 
tant pieces by old masters such as Affandi, 
Hencira Gunawan and Sudjana Kerton of 
Indonesia; Le Pho of Vietnam, and Wu 


I (best) can.” 

Del Rosario, who's only 27, also says he de- 
picts his whimsical elements based on what 
he sees around him. 

The titles either pun the original or the mas- 
ters name. Zandro Boticelli is honored with 
“Zandra’s Boats a Shellie,” where spindly- 
legged Venus stands on half a clamshell that 
seems to be floating amid waves. 


“SUMMER Solstice” and “ 
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ostors 


Da Vinci is revered with “The Last Super 
Hero," which hasa light bright-green back- 
ground, and “Mona Rocks,” where La Gio- 
conda, indeed, rocks on a rocking horse. 

Then he shows Klimts popular couple 
entwined with “Gustav Clings.” 


Munch 

He makes a narrative for Munch with 
“Ice Scream,” saying that the subject was 
so excited by the sight of an ice cream cart 
that in the process of shrieking, he lost the 
balloon he had in hishand as well. 

Again there is the bilingual pun with 
“Hurry, Dali” (dali being the Tagalog for 
“huriy”), as if to give a voice to those per- 
sistent memories parlayed with melting 
clocks, mementos and skeletal remains. 
Some avid admirers say itis the cheek of 
his works that makes them all the more re: 
freshing. 

Inthe piece where his figures are absent, 
Farley's one-room houses that resemble 
bird cages with sticks as legs appear in 
place of buildings or houses. Some ele- 
ments are replaced by pattems, objects or 
animals that have been seen in his previous 
‘works and those that he is preparing to ex- 
hibit in Singapore in November. 

There he reverts back to his scenes of 
urchins at play in places that bring to mind 
“Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.” He 
displays his own mastery of creating 
spaces of wonder that only he can see in 
his fantastic mind. 

And because like Van Eyck he “tran- 
scends the boundaries of human percep- 
tion,” as he insinuates his own fantasies in 
irhages so well-loved that they have been 
replicated in countless posters, his impos- 
tors, itseems, are most welcome. 

Call 8990718 for details. 


Email the author at major- 
day@gmail.com 


jon Magnified” (below) 


Carlo Magno’s art 
in ‘Continuum’ 


== 5 ABSTRACT ARTIST CARLO 


Magno's new show “Continu- 
um” is running at Galerie 
Raphael (Unit 2C-06 2/L, The 
Piazza, Serendra Mall, Fort 
Bonifacio Global City, Taguig, 
tel. 8563034), on Oct. 17. The 
exhibit features 30 new works 
by Magno. 

Aside from the latest develop- 
ments in his art, Magno will be in- 
troducing his abstract works on dip- 
tychs, triptychs and works on paper. 


Guan Zhong of China, as well as works by 
Indo-European Masters such as La Mayeur 
of Belgium and Rudolph Bonnet of the 
Netherlands. 

There will also be a strong section from 
Southeast Asian New Contemporary Artists 
from Indonesia, Singapore, Malaysia, Chi- 
na, Korea. 

Visit wwwlarasaticom or call (65) 
67372130. 


Thrill to “The 


POLITICAL ANALYST AND NEWS COR- 
respondent Julia Navarro makes her de- 
but in the literary scene with the action- 
packed bestseller “The Brotherhood of 
the Holy Shroud.” Following the success 
of the religious suspense genre spawned 
by “The Da Vinci Code,” the novel centers 
on chief investigator Marconi Valoni as 
he races with time to solve a theft that’s 
about to shock the world. 

When a plot to steal the 
Holy Shroud of Turin pub- 
licly unravels, Marconi and 
his team of art crime investi- 
gators find themselves privy 


of the Holy Shroud” 


Brotherhood 


Knights Templar. 

This gripping tale of one religion's con- 
troversial relic captivates readers with an 
interesting mix of fact and fiction seam- 
lessly integrated into the plotline. Span- 
ning centuries and continents, Navarros 
first thriller proves to be more than just a 
knock-off of the other historical suspense 
novels. 

PowerBooks Specialty 
Store is a complete one- 
stop bookstore with 
branches at Greenbelt 4 
Å (7576428-29), Megamall 

(6352898-99), Alabang 


to an age-old secret conspira- Town Center (8505662- 
cy tightly kept within the 63), Glorietta — 3 
highest councils of the Vatican — | (7527075), Shangri-La 
and the boardrooms of the (6380023/25), Robin- 
rich and powerful. Their sons Place Ermita 
thrilling hunt for clues takes E (5233334/5243448), 
them on an adventure across Mall of Asia (5560244), 
the globe, teeming with in- Ke Festival Supermall 
trigue, clandestine societies (8508221), and TriNo- 
and shadowy legends of the ma (9431581482). 


"MORNING Is Coming," 
by Jaspher Penuliar; 
“The Soloist,” by Aileen Grace 
Lanuza; “Farewell Father,” 
by Rode! Tapaya 
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ISIPLINA," by Jaypee 


Samson 


Ocampo at Art Informal 
Art Informal presents Aleth 
Ocampos “Handumanan,” 
Visayan for pamana or "lega- 
cy," which runs until Nov. 6 at 
Art Informal, 277 Connecticut 
St., Greenhills East, Mandaluy- 
ong City (tel. 7258518). Ocam- 
po pays tribute to her mother 
with a series of still lifes and 


[:SAKAY/sang Daa! 


VISUAL ARTS 


Cainglet at Le Soufflé 
Henri Calnglets latest works will 
be on view at Le Soufflé Restau- 
rant (34/F. Citibank Tower, Paseo 
de Roxas, Makati City), Nov. 5- 
30. "A Portrait and a Dream’ 
takes inspiration from the artist's 
dreams, his perceptions of being 
anart innovator and a dream- 
weaver. His new canvases fea- 
ture images that combine ab- 
straction and representation. 

Call 7505810 to 11 or 0918-3947671 


Ortiz at West Gallery 

Renan Ortiz presents "Sandosenang 
Sarap, or the Lies and Farce of Iñigo 
Ramus and the Rivet Thieves,” until 
Nov. 3 in West Gallery (Mary Santos 
Artcade, 48 West Ave, QC). Ortiz de- 
picts dystopia through a variety of 
multimedia forms, including video, 
‘sculpture, neon signs, tarpaulin and 
mirror images. He tackles globaliza- 
tion, the effect of advertising, propa- 
ganda and pop-culture icons. Call 
4119221/0336. 


* Samsons at Kaida 
4 Jerson, Julio and Jaypee Samson 
will mount an exhibit, “The Sam- 
sons,” Oct. 28-Nov. 12, in Kaida 
Gallery, 2/F, GFO Bldg., 122 Ka- 
muning Road, QC. Jerson choos- 
į es to represent stories from the 
3 margins of society. In his paint- 
ings depicting contemporary per- 
sonalities as half-human and half- 
animal, Julio delivers a scathing 
critique of societal ills and excess- 
es. Jaypee exhibits a series of 
works articulating the woes of the 
Philippine public education sys- 
tem. Call 4144777, 0928- 
5057285. 
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"WATER" 


portraits of mother and daugh- 
ter, in pure colors and vibrant textures. 


Art workshop 


|. The Art Discovery and Learning Foundation, Inc., the Rotary Club 
of Makati and Eastwood City present a free art workshop for art 
{teachers (public and private schools), Nov. 18 and 25, 2:30- 
5:30 p.m., and on-the-spot-painting contest, Dec. 16, Ba.m.- 
12 noon, at the Central Plaza, Citywalk Two, Eastwood City, Libis, 
QC. Gall 3762196 for details. 


Cebuano artists in a recent talk with students and faculty of the 

Fine Arts department of University of San Carlos in Cebu City. In 
photo, he receives a certificate of appr 
wife Divine and faculty members: Gal 
Yap, Brenda Seno, George Lao, and Jojo Sagaymo; with Celso 
Pepito of Cebu Artists Inc. 
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“ANG Batang Nag-aalaga 
ng Bibe,” oil on canvas by 
“SK Benny Buendia, is part of 
Joy the “Rural Scenes” exhibit 
in Galeria de las Islas (3/F, 
Silahis Center, 744 Gen. 


Manila), until Oct. 30, The 
exhibit features 20 of 
Buendia's finest 
‘countryside stereoviews. 
Call 5272113. 


jation. With him are his 
iel Abellana, Jose Kimsoy 
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"GEORGE Harrison,” with Benjie 


Cabrera 


Payawal 


“MADONNA,” with Lydia 
Velasco 


José Ibay with a . help 


from his frien 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


COMMERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHER 
A= José Ibay seriously turned into 
painting only in the last few years. 

‘Though consistently awarded for his ad- 
vertising photography in the Philippine Ad- 
vertising Congress and the Creative Guild 
of the Philippines since the mid-1980s, he 
has put up just three solo painting exhibits, 
now that hes turning 60. 

Tbay started with expressionist portraits 
characterized by vigorous brushstroke, 
rough texture and bold colorism. In his ex- 
hibit last year, he ventured into the 
monochrome, the wash, the pastel hue. It’s 
clear he has been making up for lost time in 
terms of technical experimentation. 

His latest phase can be seen in “Rocked 
Age: Images of Loud Music Culture,” 40 
pieces in oil, acrylic, pen and ink, oil stick 
and mixed media on canvas, until Oct. 26 in 
the Upper Galleries of Metropolitan Muse- 
um of Manila, Central Bank of the Philip- 
pines Complex, Roxas Boulevard, Manila. It 
is presented in cooperation with Galerie As- 
wa. 

These are 40 interaction paintings with 
36 artist friends. The portraits are of rock 
musicians based on found images, pho- 
tographs most of which are now iconic. 
Distinctive styles 

The rendering of the central image on 
the canvas is recognizably by Ibay. What his 
friends have done is primarily retouching, 
either to modify, intensify or highlight the 
image. 

‘Two of the portraits, in acrylic and oil 
stick on canvas, are done by Ibay alone: one 
of John Lennon, the biggest piece in the ex- 
hibit; and another of Bruce Springsteen, set 
on an easel of steel and metal sheet fash- 
ioned by Pete Jimenez. 

Tn some pieces, his friends” collaboration 
consists mainly of marginal details or back- 
ground painting, such as Monn Cafieza's 
work on Kurt Cobain; Egai Fernandez's on 


“JOHN Lennon,” by Ibay and Fildelacruz. 


Paul McCartney; Justin Nuyda's on Pete 
Townsend; José Tence Ruizs on Bono; 
Jethro Jocson's on David Bowie; Raul Isidro's 
on Bowie; Rafael Cusi's on Freddie Aguilar. 

In other pieces, his collaborators equally 
share the canvas with him—and each style 
being distinctive, the viewer sees a dual 
personality in a piece. Such is the case of his 
work with Roger San Miguel on the portrait. 
of Sampaguita; Sonny Yüiguez on Johnny 
Cash, Edeguz on Ramon Jacinto; 
Fildelacruz on Lennon: Pandy Aviado on 
Buddy Holly. 


Seamless mingling 

Ina few pieces, Ibay seems overwhelmed 
by the styles and techniques of his collabo- 
rators so that his artistic presence on the 
canvas becomes subsumed to theirs, such 
as his work with Junyee on Neil Young; 
Bobby Nuestro on Morrissey; Rico Lascano 
on Bob Marley. 

Here his broad brushstroke and expres- 
sive use ofcolor have turned into line draw- 
ing, pallor and wash. (Or maybe this is just 
an extension of last year's tonal experimen- 
tation?) 

In many of the pieces, though, the viewer 
sees a seamless mingling of two styles: 
Ibay's work with Dante Perez on Iggy Pop; 
Hermisanto on Jimi Hendrix; Benjie Ca- 
bangis on Jim Morrison; Cid Reyes on Rod 
Stewart; Fred Ramirez on James Taylor; 
Edwin Wilwayco “on Elvis Presley; Butch 
Payawal on Anthony Kiedis; Prudencio 
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— 
Benjie Cabangis: 


Lamarroza on Frank Zappa; Romeo Lee on 
Bob Dylan; Manny Baldemor on Jerry Lee 
Lewis; Benjie Cabrera on George Harrison; 
Antipas Delotavo on Mike Hanopol; Carlos 
Filart on Ringo Starr; Phyllis Zaballerojon 
Elvis; Alwin Reamillo on Cat Stevens. | 
In such pieces, one can see where Ibay 
ends and his collaborator begins, but the 
line is so thin its almost imperceptible. 

And there is one where its almost impos- 
sible to tell which is which—the portrait of 
Madonna he has done with Lydia Velasco. 
Here is a marriage of styles that's perfect, 
the visual union complete. A 

It is clear that, though a late bloomer in 
painting, Ibay has turned masterly. “ 
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From page DI 


After last years "Silent Music" and 

“Homage to Vivaldi,” both shows inspired 

by the music of the Venetian musician of the 

late Renaissance, it is perhaps expected of: 

Wilwayco to expand his musical taste as to 

take on other composers as well. In the new 

show therefore are works inspired by musi- 

cal movements from concertos by such 

renowned composers as Chopin, Schubert, 

Haydn, Dvorak, Mendelssohn and Stravin- 

ox Pl, ed 
The focus of the show is on the scherzo, ary ILLAE 

which is the third (or sometimes second) NA 

movement in a symphony or string quarter. : 

The word is derived etymologically from the 

Italian and means literally jest or joke. 

Wilwayco's art of course is hardly jocular and 

his sensibility does not usually take to rib- “SCHERZOXIX 

aldry or even mild humor Therefore, the (Stravinsky's 

“Scherzo” here recreates the movement ScherzoàlaRusse)" 

which is basically the liveliest of three move- 

ments, demonstrating an abounding vitality. 


"SCHERZO XXI (Brahms)" 


Wilwayco approximates all of this critical, 
imperative spirit through lines, colors, and, 
as Alice Guillermo in her notes to the Singa- 
pore exhibit shows, in the sizes of the can- 
vases. Generally, Wilwayco works in three 
canvases—a square canvas (48x48), a long 
horizontal format and a vertical format. 

Depending on the formats, Wilwayco 
employs a color scheme that goes from 
warm to heartfel (the contiguous colors of 
red, orange and yellow) in the case of the 
square and vertical works, and that goes 
from passionate to severe (the deep colors 
of blue and violet) in the case of the hori- 
zontal works. 

The strokes in the square and vertical 
works show a density as far as the applica- 
tion of pigments and their overlaying are 
concerned. The materiality of the hues runs 
counter to the purity of the music that 
VVilvvayco and abstractionists like him try to 
approximate; however daunting the chal- 
lenge, the artist is able fo marry the ineffa- 
ble and the material. Ne achieves, the feat 
by his bold strokes that leave marks— 
scratches, impastos, and even gratings—of 
their movements, like hastily written musi- 
cal notes by a composer running after his 
inspiration: “Chopin” is volatile and fiery, 
“Mendelssohn” is just as passionate but 
with a hint of the ceremonial, like the com- 
poser's famous wedding march, and "Schu- 
bert” is wildly melodic bordering on the 
undisciplined (as the composer's music is 
sometimes unjustly tagged by critics), the 
colors here erupting to a bacchanalia 


Narratives in color 

The horizontal works, by virtue of their 
linear trajectory, appears to be narratives in 
colors and strokes. Here again, Wilwayco 
seems to be pitting his trademark abstrac- 
tion against the impurity of narrative, the 
lines and hues like a plotline that however 
‘assumes an asymmetry, the sequences all 
jigsawed to an indeterminate but highly 
dramatic mesh. 

Thus, “Stravinsky” is like a jaunty celebra- 
tory dance, like the Russian composer's “Rite 
of Spring,” and “Brahms” is taut and deeply 
felt, like the composer's “German Requiem,” 
a feast of faith and affirmation. 

Guillermo and Cid Reyes (who also 
writes his notes on the Singapore show) say 
that the new music-driven suite of works 
advances Wilwayco's experimentation with 
t the psychological trigger of music, as ex- 
New colors plained by Kandinsky: “The vibrations of 

the air (sound) and of light (color) surely 
form the foundation of physical affinity . . 
But it is not the only foundation. There is 
yet another: the psychological foundation.” 

But perhaps it is not so much psychology 
as synaesthesia: the interaction and com- 
munion of the senses despite the primacy 
accorded to one over another depending on 
the art: aural in the case of music, visual in 
the case of painting. 

If reading, words and narrative “Balka- 
nize” the senses, an abstract triggered by 
music seeks to renew and reunite the sens- 
es. It is the achievement of Wilwayco's re- 
cent works that he has been able to probe 
the divided sensibility that owes to the dis- 
sociation of and among the senses engen- 
dered by the artifice of modernity. 

If Pater is correct in saying that all art as- 
= pires to the condition of music, then there 

p 7 should be some credence given to Wilway- 
t Noki a GM co/s current music-spirited art: the coming 
{ together of the senses that should resule in 


.com.ph/6300 rue Siyle never & the communion of the spirit. 
3 2 ih Hd “Scherzo” by Edwin Wilwayco opens 
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PAOLO Bediones and girlfriend Abigail 
Cruz 


Ciara’s new 
love in Vegas 


] HERES AN E- 
Douv mail from Ciara 
Sotto about her 
Woop newfound love 
in Vegas. Looks 
like her heart is 
on a winning 
streak over 
there; she need 
not gamble at 
all with her 
emotions: 
Hi, Dolly! 
‘Those pics of 
— me and my BF 
that came out in 
your column were taken during my birth- 
day at Mt. Charleston, Nevada. His gift for 
me was a ticket to the concert of my fa- 
vorite, Gwen Stefani, at the MGM Grand 
Garden Arena. I really had a blast—one of 
the most blissful days of my life. Its such a 
blessing to have a wonderful man who 
makes you appreciate the simple things in 
life. I've never been this happy He's a very 
simple guy, selfmade, hardworking. And 
Tm the proudest girlfriend ... Ciara 


ür. 
Dolly Anne 
Carvajal 


Second to none 

Abigail Cruz told me without hesita- 
tion that she's willing to marry Paolo Be- 
diones when the time is right. 

"Unlike other guys Ive met, Pao can re- 
ally make me laugh even when I'm not in 
the mood to. He finds time to spend with 
me and my family. Aside from the knee 
high boots he gave me, his time is the best 
gift” she said with a twinkle in her eye. 

Is there anything she wants to change 
in Pao? "His dancing. sso '8Osl" 

All the rest in Pao is ‘Abby inspired.” 
The Bb. Pilipinas 2nd runner-up comes 
second to none in his heart 


Wacky quadruplets 

Kudos to Viva Films for the rousing suc- 
cess of “Apar Dapat, Dapat Apat.” The 
comedy film raked in P9 million during 
the first week of its run. 

Lead stars Ruffa Mae Quinto, Candy 
Pangilinan, Eugene Domingo and Pok- 
wang ought to be called Viva Funny 
Babes. Move over, Viva Hot Babes! 


No trophy girl 
Gristine Reyes would rather let love 
wait. "I always end up getting hurt,” she 
said. "I want a serious relationship. Pero 
Jung mga nagpaparamdam ngayon eh 
Parang gusto lang akong i-display” She's 
not one to settle for being just a trophy 
CIARA'S/E2 


The judges agreed that 
Valdes, voted by viewers nation- 
wide via SMS, had won on the 
very strength of her weakness- 
es. 

She had picked songs that 
downplayed her limitations, 
they said, and highlighted her 
edge: a keen sense of fun. 

Week after week, she 
"walked on sunshine," in ex- 
travagant costumes, though the. 
voice faltered intermittently. 

“Did I win? Did I win?" Valdes 
kept asking even while she al- 
ready held a huge spring bou- 
quet that was the answer. 

The best part is, she's donat- 
ing all of the P1 million cash 
prize to 10 charities. 

As The Waves exclaimed, 
“And don'tit feel good!" 


ON'T BE afraid to 
let them 
show—your true 


colors are beautiful like 
the rainbow," Tessa Prieto 
Valdes sang on the night 
she took the crown. 

Valdes won the first Philip- 
pine edition of “Celebrity 
Duets,” a Fremantle franchise, 
on GMA 7 Saturday night. 

Her competition: Dr. Hayden 
Kho Jr. and Jessica Rodriguez- 
Bunevacz (below). 

Valdes’ finals night numbers 
summed up her performance dur- 
ing the 13-week tilt: “True Colors” 
by Cyndi Lauper (sung with Joey 
Generoso) and “Tm Walking on 
Sunshine,” by Katrina and the 
‘Waves (with Kyla, top right). 


Svenson 
saved 
my hair 
from 
thinning! 


» Eva Abesamis 
Designer 


Am Eva Abesamis has been 
[di 2 j Known fof having gorgeous, thick, lush locks. 
A$ 80% Butitwasnt always this way. "There was a time when | dyed 
my hair ånd put some highlights," Eva recalls. “Then my hair started to 
fal, fel very desperate! A friend of mine recommended Svenson. After 
the treatments, I was totaly, absolutely satisfied with the results! My hair 
became nice and thick and lush again! Friends started to notice the 
difference, Even strangers would come up to me and give me 
compliments! 'd tl all the women out there not to be embarrassed by 
tninning hair If ou see early signs of losing it you should address it 
immediately. Case that's your crowning glory! And you shouldn't go 
anywhere else but Svenson!” 


To save your hair from faling out, ask for Svenson's Ultra-Lush Volumizer 
Treatment. Call now for a FREE consultation. Save your hair at Svenson! 


WOMEN AT 


Svenson 


End Your, Hairloss Today 


892-HAIR (4247) 


MAKATI TOMAS MORATO BINONDO ALABANG ceau 
iSF O Tower. SE CKB Canar IVF Feda Tower 4/7 Citbunkfrabele TEL 234-0851 
‘lng Bulg T/F Keppel Gere 


ər 
Vote for the nevv Rivermaya member 


iss. Text VOTE (SPACE) FI- | 
NALIST CODE NUMBER and 
send to 2910. The finals night 
will be broadcast on Studio 
23, 9:15 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 


THE SEARCH FOR THE NEW 
Rivermaya vocalist ends Oct. 
24 in a finals night at the Mu- 
sic Museum. Fans may vote 
through SMS for their choice 
from the remaining two final- 


CHEER 
FACTOR 


PROC 
* Five in Taguig 2007 


‘Coz we think 
you're Bootylicious 


We've got hot concert ticket discounts, 
exclusive for all Globe subscribers. 
Here's how easy it is: 


Platinum Subscribers 
Get a 20% discount when you flash your Platinum card. 


Postpaid Subscribers 
Get a10% discount by presenting your latest billing statement. 


Prepaid Subscribers 
Get a 10% discount when you reload P50. 


Broadband Subscribers 
Get a 10% discount by showing your latest billing statement. 


Get an additional 5% discount when you pay via GCash. 


Tickets are available at TcketWorld outlets. Call 891-9999 for reservations and inquiries. 1: 


etl 


Proma Pend October ra- November á 2007. 
222 


Text BEYONCE to 2222 for FREE info. 


© 2007 Globe Telecom, Inc. 
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DOBLE DO LE ANG SAYA 


October 13 

October 13 & 14 
October 20 & 21 
October 22 to 28 


Philippine Doberman Club 
idesitas Antiques Show 
Side A Live at the Activity Center 


Breeds Dog Show 


SUR Pinoy's Best Everyday! 


—— aem Ra (R PG li 


VIST WW SMCNEMA COM 


CTNEMA 


SHARE A MOVIE WITH A LOVED ONE 


The Tith Hour 


W 


The ith Hour 


Seres. SHOWTIME 


sm mat or ASIA 
əm. oyu 
IMAX 


556-0104 


ISTARDUST 
HIGHLANDER V 
KUNG FU FIGHTER 
{RESIDENT EVIL 3 
MR. WOODCOCK 
£iiTM HOUR 
PREMIERE CINEMA 
APAT DAPAT, 
DAPAT APAT 
'CENTERSTAGE 
THE SEEKER, 
THE DARK IS RISING 
DIRECTORS CLUB 
kings nt Regi. ingest 33602318 
PODIUM 
D unos 
CINEMA 1 
STARDUST 
“anamın 2 


For ticket reservations; dial 6338976 
‘al major eret corde accepted 


‘SM NORTH EMSA 929-5452 


istid 
iRESIDENT EVIL 3 
VAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
EMR. WOODCOCK 
SAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
Vine seenen, THE DARK 18 maina 
T STARDUST 
1 mR. WOODCOCK 
$ HIGHLANDER V 
"Érve FALLEN FOR YOU 
NO RESERVATIONS 
KUNG FU FIGHTER 


Sm meoncinemn 633-1901 Sm SOUTHMALL 806-6888 
EMR. WOODCOCK Erme seater: THe DARK IS RISING 
HIGHLANDER V ERESIDENT EVIL 3 
Pine seeker: THE DARK IS RISING YAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
{RESIDENT EVIL 3 HIGHLANDER V 
SPVE FALLEN FOR YOU g MR. WOODCOCK 
STARDUST ÉT VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
Tir now pronounce vou enue a LARRY I STARDUST 
HKUNG FU FIGHTER ÉKUNG FU FIGHTER 
SİNO RESERVATIONS SRETRIBUTION 
IPAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 

‘SM CITY BICUTAN 778-3055 


I RETRIBUTION 

ae ADSASSIN Erme seenen: rre DARK is misme 
d "e parere SAPAT ARAN DAPAT APAT 

E ^» KUNG FU FIGHTER 

HRETRIBUTION RESIDENT EVIL 3 

inə ResenVATIONS  sWenvmmma 523-9240 

INSEGEELERONS İrə seram. me oann iz miss 

ÜR ALƏ FOR you RESIDENT EVIL 3 

å HIGHLANDER V I HIGHLANDER V 
TRESIDENT EVIL GEERT 

VAPAAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT SAPAT DAPAT; DAPAT APAT 

yədə T RESERVED 

icone FU rice 

WEDDING DAZE tRETRIGUTION 
MAREA tow man a msg 1 VE FALLEN FOR YOU 

r ‘KUNG FU FIGHTER 

smenvsm.mtsa 716-1416 |; ROGUE ASSASSIN 

degeret MME DARK TE RISING IEMA. WOODCOCK 

STARDUST 

| BIGHLANDER v ——— menne 

EAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT (STARDUST 

sReSIDENT EVIL 3 TAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 

WEDDING DAZE iresioent evi 

TONG PU FIGHTER — ie seeen: me Dank 18 RISING 

TROGUE assassin 

SEVE FALLEN FOR YOU 

UNO RESERVATIONS 


Sm VALENZUELA 293-3017 
məm mni THe SARK 18 RISING 
Sm eiry sucar 829-4975 
EKUNG FU FIGHTER 

dime SEEKER: THE DARK IS RISING 
SRESIDENT EVIL 3 

VAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 


smenysanınzano 726-2488 
lime StEKER: THE SARK iz RISING 
PRESIDENT EVIL 3 
HIGHLANDER V 

År VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
STARDUST 

SİAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 


smerrvaacoon (046)417-3868- 
I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
isrARDUST 

årue seeker: me oaie IS RISING 
ÅRETRIBUTION 


HIGHLANDER V 


KUNG FU FIGHTER 
PRESIDENT EVIL 3 
Smerrvetann (045)625-5844-45 
ERESIDENT EVIL 3 

ZNO RESERVATIONS 


År VE FALLEN FOR YOU 


DECEMBER BOYS 
SMOMTYMARLAD —(08333201347 
EI KNOW WHO KILLED ME 
ZAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
irv& FALLEN FOR YOU 
EWEDDING DAZE 


ÉAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT gc now monouncn ver cruci a tana 


Sme sesen. THE DARK IS RISING $PU FALLEN FOR YOU 


SAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 


Tickets Available at: TRUMPETS OFFICE * 635-4478 / 6317252 * umpetsincgməll com: 


RRS smerrviucena (042)7100977-20 
KNOW WHO KILLED ME 

menvanmennt— aaa oa, ŞE KNOW WHO KILLES ME 

INO RESERVATIONS PAT DAPAT. DAPAT A 


Sm ory PAMPANGA uv 

PRESİDENT EVIL JSTARDUST 

Pie mükün. me bank IS ISING [Apa DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
ISTARDUST — Ho 
DECEMBER BOYS APAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
SRETRISUTION 

smeny ura (043) 784-0187 ËKUNG FU FIGHTER 

ME FALLEN POR YOU SMCHYSHLRESA Basten 
TAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT EL KNOW WHO KILLED ME 
venne case IRESIDENT EVIL 3 

əə xa nan nuaunvartons TAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 


ÉAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 


smenymauan  (082)2976998 


İTVE FALLEN FOR YOU 
jRESIDENT EVIL 3 


ÅAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
SSKINWALKERS 

EX KNOW WHO KILLED ME 
SMONVEAGAVAN (086)659-2884: 
ENO RESERVATIONS. 
ZənATZ 


ESKINWALKERS, 


ŠAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 


Smery cmu 
ESTAROUST 
ÅSKINWALKERS 
0 
ENO RESERVATIONS: 
STVE FALLEN FOR YOU 
ENO RESERVATIONS 
TAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
(RESERVED PRESIDENT EVIL 3 
PRESERVED Smenrvaacowon — (034) 708 1010 
EAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT ERESIDENT EVIL 3 
ESTARDUST 
ENO RESERVATIONS 


wisnavas | [E 
smenvuono  — (033)3209422 
INO RESERVATIONS 
iROGUE ASSASSIN 
JWEDDING DAZE . 
ELVE FALLEN FOR You 


$DAYWATEH 


SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


MORE INFORMATION ON MOVIE LISTING, MTRCB RATING, SCREENING SCHEDULES AND THE LATEST HAPPENINGS AT SM CINEMA 


PHILIPDINGONLYINQUIRER- 


[33 ENTERTAINMENT natty 


Ciara’s new love... "=== 


girlfriend. Showoffs are tumofis! 


Pacwoman 

During the second anniversary bash of the 
tabloid Hataw, Ara Mina said in jest before her 
number, “You may request any song except Lu- 
pang Hinirang’ Pacquiao's song is no longer 
called ‘Para Sa "Yo but Ara Sa Yo: I am now 
‘known as Pacwoman.” 

Even if she was being funny, it was obvious 
that the intrigues have knocked her spirits out. 

Speaking of Pacman, I spotted a huge bill- 
board of his wife Jinkee in Bacolod. She's the 


endorser for a baby clothing line. Will Jinkee 
have billboards in Manila, too, and give Ara a 
run for her Manny, este, money? 


Talent search 

Got the talent to impersonate singers, dance 
groups or famous personalities? Join Sta. Lucia 
East Grand Mall’ “The Great Pretender." Solo, 
pairs or groups can win a total of P100,000 
‘worth of prizes. Call 6815401 loc. 109. Fake it, 
make it 

E-mail wateringholeshangrila@yahoo.com. 


MTRCB 


RATING 


BUTLER 


AN UNSUSPECTING HUSİ 


"e 
ON: 


zi ə 
ONE HEAVENLY ENCOUNTER CAN BRING A LIFETIME OF HELL. 


E  OPENSOCTOBER24 wa 
WHAT HAPPENED TO THEM... 
COULD HAPPEN TO YOU! 


EVA 


SOMEONE 5 NOBODY 
you e å IS 
LOVE TELLING 

THE 
TRUTH. 


JAKE GYLLENHAAL REESE WITHERSPDO 


RENDITION 
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A diario novela by CARLO J. CAPARAS 


Te have to hold 


Art: ARNEL A. AVETRİA 


$A UKOT NG ISLA 
ONRAN t 
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ATOMO AND WEBOY 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


ComicRelief manne 


A. LIPIN 


MALAKI NA ANG 
PINAGBAGO Mol, 


MAS Poe! NA >, 


ANG MORAL VALUES. 
Mor PARANG A 


K ANA (3 
TV, SINE, DYARYO, 
AT TECHNOLOGY, 


GARFIELD 


LOOK, DAVE... 


WOW, ANN, 
YOU'RE RIGHT. 


can 


BY LYRA GARCELLANO. 


fou. THis? I CALL this THe 
Cookie oF ETeRNAL DENIAL- 
145 Rick, SoP AND Gooey 
But every time I eat it 
T Feel LEAN AND MeAN. 


Hey, WHAT'S 
HAT You'Re 
EAMING? 


Don't You ever 
PACK İN +He 


WHAt Point oF 


GROUND Now? 


BABY BLUES 
ON, VERE FINISHED ENING! 


WE GOTD THE INDOOR PLAN: 


IT LOOKS LIKE IT MIGHT 
BE HAUNTED BY A 


HOMICIDAL PSƏCHOPATH.... |) 


Å 
Di 


ML PIT BUT bibi PUT Your 
SHOES NESTON IN A CUBBY, 
[2 


EG 


BY PM. JUNIOR 


BYJIM DAVIS 


ANN AND 
DAVE, WE 
HARDLY 

KNEW 92 


BYJERRY SCOTT 


DENİAL DoN'+ Hou 
UNDERSTAND? 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 
y İKREOP, 


NA AKD, 


"a 


ten 
jo Nå NGA, 


HASSLE. HAHARANG- 
HARANG - PEDE 


qət -BAAL NY 


(HIHIRIT KA PA? 


1022): ` 


YOU BORN TODAY: You have excellent social skills. You practically can 
magnetize others to you with your charm. You're aware of your image 
and how you look. Your private lif is dramatic because, despite your so- 
phistcated exterior, you are a passionate, rebellious person! In the year 


1 Tail motion. 
4 Get undressed. 


9 Leopard 
‘markings 

14 Latin eggs 

15 Savory smell 

16 Some stretches 

17 Wimbledon call 

18 Involving 
warships 

19 Middle East 
gulf 

20 Queen member 

23 Fruity coat 

24 One of the 
Clantons. 

25 Islands off 
Portugal 

28 Infirmary count 

30 Soak up rays 

33 Correct 
software. 

34 "Censor" of 
Rome 

35 After-shower 
wear 

36 Nash Weill 
musical 

39 Luxurious 

40 Quick look 

41 That is ( say): 
Lat. 

42 Mao -Tung 

43 Long, for short 

44 Ones in charge 

45 Make a sharp 
turn 

46 Elizabeth or 


ar 


By Barry Siik 
McLean, VA 


4 California port 

5 Shows the 
ropes 

8 Wandered 

7 Mosque V..P. 

8 Blanch 

9 Casual pants 

10 Huff 

31 Mr Sharif 

12 Man-shaped 
drinking mug 

13 Fed, retirement 


mig 


olmi-İ-İy io £ 


izlol-l-lr zi 
izlojejeimi-] 


-lclolsizimi-lo 
EJEIESESISESETES 


CENE] 


LN 

41 Epcot anraciion 

54 Valentine role 

55 Polished off 

55 Bedazze 

57 Braves catcher 
of the üs 

sa Montezuma, 


iə İmİz) 


on. 

21 Sexpert 
Westheimer 

22 Free from 

25 Vote to accept 

26 — paradox 

27 Tubby plus 

28 Babist faith 

29 Orwel's alma 
mater 

30 Shades of color 

31 Treat roughly 

32 Sits on eggs 

34 LXI x V 

35 Biblical body of 
water 

37 Wordsmilh's 
concern 


ElmEE BİBİ 
Simi-İol-İzioi 


3lelmizlol”izi 

sİzlolmimi” 

iiziniclelzinizi 
mİ-ıl-ilmiriciolzi 
allail] 


H 


i 


| 


sə Pru buter 
brand 

60 dal 

Sİ Ore lacking 
foresight? 

62 Minature 
const 


DOWN. 
1 Nicholson flim 
2 State positively 
3 Entranceway 


38 Thuggery 


49 Sewing line 
43 Teammate of 


50 Indistinct 

51 Important 
Indian 

52 Castor, to 
Pollux 

53 Buk 

54 Potent 
hallucinogen 


Yogi 

44 ineffectual 
shepherdess 

45 African republic 

46 Same herel 

47 Buzz offl 

48 Fringe benefit 


ahead, a major change could take 
cantas around 1998. 


place, perhaps something as signifi 


Birthdate of: Jet Goldblum, actor; Catherine Deneuve, actress; Sarah 


April 19): For the next 
primary interest to you. This is an 
May 20): Ex-partners 
the. best revenge. It could be an 
GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): Despite the 


Bernhardt, actress. 
few weeks, shared 
property and insur 
opportunty for you to clean up 
some oid business. 
are defintely back on 
ihe scene. Look 
opportunity to sette unfinished 
business. 
‘elas and sily errors 
that continue at work, 
action now because you want to 
et bettor organized. Give yourself 
CANCER (June 21 to 
‘uly 22): The nen tew 
time. for vacations, 
paylı limes, social occasions, 
actives with chidren. You want 
to have tunt 
LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Home, famiy 
focus for ne month ahead. Dis- 
cussions with family, especialy å 
VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 221 Fasten 
H your seat bent Youve 
D 
things to do and peo: 
ple to se. Yours entering a busy 
Short trip, running many errands 
and talking to siblings. 


and real estate mat- 
ters are your primary 


(€ ARIES (March 21 to 
ance matters are of 
TAURUS (April 20 to 
good! Living well is 
| you're galvanized into 
the right tools to do a good job. 
Weeks the perfect 
love affairs, romance, sports and 
parent, could be significant. 
got places to Qo, 
phase of your life. Plan on taking 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 
(et. 22): You've been 
thinking a lot about 
your vales lately. 
This could be be 


cause old money issues or the op- 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): For the next 


portunity to make a major pur- 
Chase have arisen again in your 
four weeks, the Sun 
will be in your sign. 
is your turn to recharge your bat- 
teries for the rest of the year. Its all 
about you now. 
22 to Dec. 21): Ws 
time to lis low and 
work behind the 
time to contemplate what your 
New Year should be, because your 
birthday is looming! 
ta Jan. 19): Your pop- 
larity rating definitely 
is going to increase. 
your face, Accept all invitations. 
Enjoy schmoozing with others. 
‘AQUARIUS (Jan. 2010 
jn in your chart now, 
acting Ike a spotlight 
lice you—especially bosses and 
ViPs. Furthermore, they think 
you're great! 
March 20): Try to do 
something different. 
The next few weeks 
to sign up for a course or travel 
somewhere. You're eager for ad- 
venture and the opportunity to 


ite. 
© 
Happy birthday! This 
a SAGITTARIUS. (Nov. 
SV Scenes. You need 
^ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
Everyone wants to see 
Feb, 18): The Sun is 
on you. Because of this, others no- 
e PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
are an excellent time 
learn something new. 


Difficulty Level * 


HOW TO PLAY 
SU DOKU 


Fill the grid so that every 
column, every row and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 
1109. 

Tips and program at 
www.sudoku.com 


Answer to previous puzzle 
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just couldn”t have enough of Groban 


The star performer’s gala concert had 
all the elements of musical theater 
MIRSS PG s 
DAPAT MAG-ENJOY. 
DAPAT KALIMUTAN ANG PROBLEMA. 
DAPAT MONG PANOORIN. 
: KAHIT APAT NA BESES AY SULIT PA RIN! 
gent tno Contatto 
[rre Io) 
[CR 


Directed by WENN VE DERAMAS 


NO. 1 NA SA PATAWA, NO. 1 PA SA TAKILYA! 


[EMT wes o s 


PTER 1: (CHAPTER 2: 
From the Highlands Withrthe help of 


IMTRCS > B-13 | 


# I MOVIE n AMERICA! 
:$24,1 68,865 


STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND UP. 


We have wirnessed 
‘the BEGINNING... 

We have seen 

the APOCALYPSE... 

Now we face 

EXTINCTION. 


RESIDENT EVIL: 
TINCTION 


HIGHEST 3-DAY WEEKEND GROSS (Sept. 21-23). 
LS 


By Pocholo Concepcion. 


one—from Imelda Marcos and Cory 
Aquino to Rufa Mae Quintos and Erik 
Santos to non-celeb fans—had a good time. 

Josh Groban’s gala concert on Wednesday in 
the packed PICC Plenary Hall had elements of 
musical theater. There was drama as soon as a 
mesh-like curtain lifted, plus lots of animated 
movement. 

Groban himself was all over the stage, dart- 
ing from one end to the other. On the eighth 
song, he went straight for the crowd, pressing 
flesh and acting goofy as women screamed and 
posed with him for snapshots. 

It could've been thoroughly pop, except that 
the star performer had solid training in classical 
music and was perceived to be veering in that 
direction when his debut album was released 
in 2001 

After numerous collaborations with artists 
from different genres, Groban refused to be 


NG 


IE WAS APPARENT THAT EVERY- 


stereotyped or even be called an opera singer: 

But on Wednesday, he did exhibit dramatic 
fair, especially in his signature songs (You 
Raise Me Up,” “To Where You Are,” “The 
Prayer”), although he had difficulty sustaining 
some high notes after a while 

"Then again, he may be doing it like any pop 
singer would—wincing when the lyrics turned 
sad or cutting off climactic phrase to illustrate 
desperation. 

‘On the other hand, the eclectic nature of the 
repertoire—sung in French, Italian, Spanish 
and English—presented new possibilities 
through which contemporary music could be 
appreciated in a deeper, illuminating manner. 

‘At 26, Groban is a big karaoke fan, demon- 
strating it by singing a few bars of Bon Jovi 
(‘Wanted Dead or Alive"), Elton John ("Tiny 
Dancer”) and Rihanna ("Umbrella"), accompa- 
nying himself on the piano. 

Thus, his Manila audience couldn't have 
enough of him. He made several encores—and 
‘vowed to be back. 


May m. alaalang iingatan. 
ay mga alaalang ER 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2007 


JOSH Groban wooed his PICC audience well; 
they wouldn't let him go till he made a vow. 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2007 


E-mail: entertainment@inguirer.com.ph 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


” Kurt Cobain biopic 
LOS ANGELES—A MOVIE BASED 
on the life of tragic Nirvana front- 
man Kurt Cobain is being planned 
by Universal Studios. Daily Vari- 


ety reported that the studio had 
acquired the rights to a biography 
of Cobain, who committed suicide 
in 1994 at age 27. His widow, 
Courtney Love, will serve as an 
executive producer. AFP 


‘Call (02) 497-3000 or log on to www.bayan.com.ph or visit any Bayan Center 
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By Marinel R. Cruz 


T'S A VERY DIFFERENT SETUP 
It’s up to you to decide whether 
its for you or not.” 

HBO public relations manager Karen Lai 
was referring to the life of Bill Henrickson, a 
Mormon and a polygamist—with three wives 
and seven children—in the new series “Big 
Love” on HBO. 

‘The series tells of Bills life (portrayed by 
Bill Paxton) —his myriad of challenges in bal- 
ancing the emotional, romantic and financial 
needs of his wives Barb (Jeanne Tripple- 
horn), Nicki (Chloe Sevigny) and Margene 
(Ginnifer Goodwin), while dealing with their 
kids, his business and an ever-mounting 
avalanche of bills 

“The focus of the show isn't the fact that he 
is polygamous, but his relationship with his 
wives, and the wives’ relationship with each 
other,” Karen explained. “Believe it or not, 
these women—while they get jealous of each 
other sometimes—get along very well. They 
actually help each other out.” 

“Big Love” premieres on HBO on Oct. 22 at 
up. 

Karen, along with HBO senior director for 
Marketing Communications Caroline Wang, 
sat down with a group of entertainment writ- 


From ‘Six 


'HETHER IT'S ON SCREEN 

or off, Rachel Griffiths 

knows how to create a 
scene. 

On TV the Australian actress is best known 
for her tum as Brenda Chenowith in the dark 
drama, "Six Feet Under" Away from the cam- 
eras, the 38-year-old sparked a storm of contro- 
versy when she protested the opening of a casi- 
no in her hometown of Melbourne by showing 
up topless to the first-night celebrations. Yes, 
the woman knows how to make her presence 
fel. 

The actress was first catapulted to fame with 
her supporting role in the 1994 comedy 
"Muriels Wedding,” She followed this up with 
supporting turns in “My Best Friend's Wedding" 
and Jude,” as well as an Oscar-nominated role 
in the 1998 biopic "Hilary and Jackie.” 

1n 2001, she signed on to star in the ground- 
breaking TV series “Six Feet Under” 

"Family drama used to be in like a hermeti- 
cally sealed bubble,” says Griffiths. "It al- 
ways difficult for me to watch them because 
they never seem to exist in the real world. ‘Six 
Feet Under took the bubble away.” During 
the shows five-season run, Griffiths earned a 
Golden Globe and two Best Supporting Em- 
my nominations. 

Now she brings her star power to "Brothers 
& Sisters” as Sarah Walker, a career-driven 
woman who manages the family business 
while juggling the demands that come with be- 
ing a wife and mother. Cast alongside Ally 
McBeal star Calista Flockhart and Emmy win- 
ner Sally Field, Griffiths was drawn to the idea 
of being part of an ensemble. “I was too tired to 
do a ead role,” she says, “and I liked the idea of 
playing someone less complicated.” 

Like her character, Griffiths is a married 
mother of two who struggles to strike a bal- 
ance between domestic duties and work 
commitments, In this interview, the no-non- 
sense star opens up on her character, her ca- 
reer and her plans to reveal the “dirty secret 
of American families.” 


What was it about this show's script that ap- 
pealed to you? 
1felt "Brothers & Sisters" was the first family 


AMANDA Seyfried (center) and Jolean Wejbe 
play Bill Paxton's daughters in HBO's newest 
series. 


ers last week and talked about how HBO is 
beefing up its programming for the coming 
months. 


Will there be a big public relations blitz for 
“Big Love” just like in “Entourage”? 

What we're trying to do right now is create 
appointment-viewing so that viewers would 
know that when its 11 p.m. every Monday, 
they should tune in. Aside from HBO Origi- 
nal, we also have a channel called HBO Sig- 
nature in the Philippines. This is for people 
who want to watch the entire season of “Big 
Love” or any HBO Original all in one week. 
We air three episodes back-to-back. We want 
to give our viewers as many options as possi- 
ble. 


There's a gap in the airing of “Big Love.” 
Why is it that the last three remaining 
episodes will be aired in January? 

Caroline: "Big Love" is going on vacation in. 
December. 

Karen: We have lined up some special pro- 
grams for the two weeks that we are to cele- 
brate Christmas and New Year. One of these 
shows is “Mission Impossible 3”. There are al- 
so other shows premiering in Decemb 
HBO Signature we have “Munich”; on HBO 
Family, “Wallace and Gromit"; and on HBO 
Hit, its “Over the Hedge". 


Feet Under’ 


Rachel Griffths emerges 
in the Emmy-winning 
‘Brothers & Sisters’ 


drama that really sat within its time and place. 
Its characters were affected by what happened 
in the world as much as the viewers, including. 
everything from the price of gas to the nation 
being at war I thought that was pretty new. 


As a mother of two, was it easy to commit 
to another drama series? 

I think Calista and 1 are very similar in 
the sense that we took this because we 
knew we would be part of an ensemble. 
Neither of us wanted to be the center of our 
own show. 


‘Your character is a married mother who's al- 
so very focused on her career: Do you think 
most women can relate to her? 

Definitely. Most women have to be good at 
their jobs, make a difference at work and then 
come home and be a good mom. Its a real re- 
sponsibility to play this character with a kind of 
dignity and depth that reflects working wom- 
en's struggle to balance life and family: 
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The lead 
character is 
a Mormon 
with three 
wives and 
seven kids 


Caroline: On the 24th at 11 p.m., well be 
airing the “Nativity Story.” On New Year's Eve, 
well show “Mission Impossible 3” at 9 p.m., 
and the show called “Beerfest” at 11 p.m. 


Hallmark and Star Movies are also beefing 
up for the holidays, and are planning to 
come up with more programs next year 
How does the competition between these 
‘two networks affect HBO? 

We can only talk about our services. What 
we do is constantly ensure that our program- 
ming delivers in terms of quality. Actually, our 
shows for next year are—from our point of 
view—just as good. 


When one particular series ends in the US, 
how many months does it take for the 
show to come out in DVD format? 

The DVD usually comes out before the new 
season premieres. We premiere programs in 
Asia before the DVD comes out in the US. 
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Sarah is quite a departure from Brenda, 
your character in "Six Feet Under.” Was that 
intentional? 

I wasn't conscious about what character to 


The FUNNIEST MOVIE of the YEAR! 
LAUGH ‘TILL YOU DROP! 


choose or avoid. But with this character in 
“Brothers & Sisters,” I just got the feeling that I 
could express much more about who I am now. 
Brenda was a giri in her 20s. Sarah is like the 
first character for the rest of my life. 


“Brothers & Sisters” airs on Star World Tuesdays 
at 10pm. 
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ONCE IN A WHILE IN THE ENTERTAIN- 
ment biz, a "shocking" rumor erupts 
about the "death" of a big star, or the un- 
planned pregnancy of a younger lumi- 
nary. 

‘These rumors are taken with a pound 
of salt by show biz denizens, who have 
gotten used to “scoop” reports that turn 
out to be duds in the end. 

Indeed, even the stars “killed” by the 
unsubstantiated reports take them in 
stride, and breezily come up with their 
versions of the classic rejoinder, “Reports 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
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s:and other show biz tumors 


[out my death are vastly exaggerated.” 
İFor the stellar victims of fake "preg- 
ncy” reports, however, the situation is 
t quite as.droll. Since they tend to be 
lung and single, the rumors taint them 
th the: stain of “loose” behavior and 
jiky: morals—even if the reports are 
[posed as baseless concoctions of fetid 
nds. 
Thus, rumors in show biz may be 
n as casual humors by some, but 

victims regard them as tumors 
at-show. How some denizens of the 
entertainment world can so casual- 
ly- malign their chosen targets and 
cruelly damage their reputations 
foryears. 

‘The fact that most of these cynical 

iars go scot free makes the situation 

all tlie more galling, because they're 
free to brutalize other stars’ public 
and private reputations. 

These thoughts come to 
mind because we've learned 
that the rumormongers’ lat 
est victim-is young multime- 
dia-.star Karel Marquez, 
whose "date with the stork” 
has:been trumpeted in some 
tabloid “reports,” quite with- 
outbasis. 


eser CDE 


tive be? Veteran observers speculate that 
anger or envy could be the root cause 
here. 

Anger? Perhaps. Karel recently 
miffed some people by not being able to 
do what they wanted in terms of being 
involved in a production that would 
have strained her work schedule to its 
limit. 

Envy? These are some young starlets 
and their handlers who would just love 
to be in Karel s shoes in the biz, enough 
to take their frustration out on her in this 
sordid and cynical manner. 

What, then, is Karels defense? She 
and her mother Pinky have done the 
right thing by taking the rumored "scari- 
dal” to the media, instead of suffering in 
private. Now that its out in the open, it's 
easy for the viewing public to see how 
hollow and baseless the rumor is. 
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But we continue to worry for other 
performers who may also become the in- 
nocent subjects of false reports in the 
coming months. Must they, too, pay the 
price for such blithe and cruel canards? 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2007 | “al 


To lessen the power of the rumormon- 
gers to negatively influence public opin- 
ion and ruin careers, both media and the 
viewing public should be more discern- 
ing about which reports to give credence 
to, and which to reject out of hand. 

Tf the "tumor rumors" aren't excised 
once and for all, their biggest victim 
would be the image of the local enter- 
tainment industry itself. With so many 
stars being unjustly maligned, the public 
could end up looking down on the in- 
dustry as a whole, and refuse to support. 
its continuing efforts to redeem itself. 
That would be the most insidious tumor 
ofthem all. 
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Naturally, Karel has been 
thrown off and disturbed by 
tie~baseless rumor, but her 
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mother, Pinky Marquez, and 
many. colleagues and friends 
have rushed to her side to 
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boost her spirits. 
They point out that the ru- 
mormongers reserve their 
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fetid-fabulations for big stars 
and promising comets, so the 
rumor about Karel is an indi- 
cation that her star is on the 
rise. 

‘Alas, that's small comfort 
for the young TV personality, 
who has chosen to focus in- 
stead on her busy work sched- 
ule, which includes her re- 
maining scenes in “Zaido,” her 
veejay duties, and her singing 
aiid hosting stints. 

The big question is, why 
would anybody whip up such a 
wild and woolly tale about 
Karel? 

What would his or her mo- 
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Globe G-Cash Anniversary Event 
October 20 & 21; Activity Center 
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AS GREGORIA de 
Jesus in “Ang 
Lakambini at ang 
Supremo” (1975) 


CLOWNING with Ric 
Manrique, Teroy de 
Guzman and Robert 
Natividad in 
“Aawitan,” circa 1970s 


YOUNG singer 
makes debut on 
kaRH. “That was 
before I got married 
in 1951,” 


“No one 
appreciates 
culture here. TV 
netvvorks-permit 
me to generalize— 
fill their shows 
with talents who 


“ have no talent.” 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
Photos by Roger Carpio 
ODOR PAGOS COURTESY OF APNOASCUON REY 


ducer -Armida Siguion-Reyna .ad- 
mits, “Tm a fighter. I cannot stand 
faly by... I fight even for small things." ^ 

She relates that, with her cell phone cam- 
era, she takes photos of buses that cut mo- 
torists and wander off their designated lanes. 
She also writes regularly to the Bureau of In- 
ternal Revenue, to report business establish- 
ments that fail to issue official receipts. 

In short, she's in a perpetual state of righ- 
teous indignation and we can only pity those 
who incur her wrath, 

‘The image that forms in the mind is that of 
a Spanish armada, in full battle regalia, bar- 
reling down turbulent seas. 

‘To illustrate: On the day of the Glorietta 
blast, she pushed through with her monthly 
“Aawitan Kita” presentation at the Makati 
University—never mind the state of panic in 
the rest of the metropolis. 

Clearly she will never tire of crusading, es- 
pecially for the cause of culture 

She bristles: “In this country, nobody ap- 
preciates culture, Permit me to generalize 
all these networks fill their shows with tal- 
ents that have no talent." 

In todays. reality-obsessed and game- 
show-crazy landscape, an award-winning 
program like “Aawitan Kita," which showcas- 
es the best of Philippine music, would un- 
doubtedly stand out like a sore thumb. 
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AT THE Makati University recently, with 
granddaughter Cris Villonco 


4 
AT HER high school graduation in New York 


Armida, or Tita Midz as she is known in 
show biz circles, isn’t so keen on staging a 
TV comeback. She is more than content 
mounting monthly zarzuelas sponsored 
bythe Makati City government. 

“Ies mainly for the senior citizens. Al- 
though the show starts at 6 p.m., they line 
up as early as four. And when they hear a 
familiar melody, they clap and sing 
along.” 

Tita Midz lives for these precious mo- 
ments. 

She started “Aawitan Kita" 37 years ago 
onKBS9. 

“In its first two years, Aawitan’ was sta- 
tion-produced,” she recalls. 

The program's first director was Fred- 
die Cochran. In its first year, Freddie shot 
the show at the San Agustin Church and 
Fort Santiago in Intramuros. 

“We were able to shoot there because 
Channel 9 had its own OB van," she re- 
counts. 

Freddie was “gifted,” she concedes. 
“But we could never get along.” 

Soon enough, she askéd Mitos Villareal 
to take over. 

Mitos, who was then with ABS-CBN, 
made a counter-offer. “She told me that 
[ABS-CBN owner] Geny Lopez wanted 
me to transfer to his network." 

Tita Midz was only too happy to make 
the switch. "Tapings in Channel 9 lasted 
from Saturday midnight to Sunday noon- 
time,” she explains. 

While the show was on ABS-CBN, mar- 
tial law was declared in 1972. 

“Tasked permission from Geny if could. 
move to IBC 13,” she relates. He gave her 
his blessing. 

“But I stayed in Channel 13 for only 13 
weeks, Run by Father Comelius Lagerway, 
the studio was too small. Plus, the show 
was in black-and-white. Viewers couldn't 
appreciate our costumes and sets.” 

‘Since the only other network then was 


KBS 9, Tita Midz had no choice but to return 
to her old stomping ground: 

“KBS 9 later transferred to the ABS-CBN 
studio on Mother Ignacia, which was now 
‘abandoned. I rented nine rooms in the com- 
pound for P2,000 a month. I stored my pro- 
duction company's equipment there." 

When KBS 9 transferred to Broadcast City, 
she moved along with the station. 

Not content with mere studio produc- 
tions, "Aawitan Kita” pioneered in 
musicals shot in scenic spots all 
overthe country. 

"The world first saw Villa Escudero. 
on my show. There were only two 
cottages there at the time. We shot in 
Boracay when there was only one house on 
the island, owned by the Elizaldes." 

Hers was also the only show that dared to 
shoot in Pagudpud, llocos Norte, and 
Batanes. 

“In the early 1980s, we brought Zsazsa 
Padilla to Batanes,” she recalls. By then, she 
was producing the show herself 

Earlier, she bankrolled three historical- 
musical dramas, shot on 16mm film and 
aired on television in the marital-law era: 
Lino Brocka's “Dung-aw” or the story of 
Gabriela Silang in 1973; Arling Gonzales 
and Mitos Villareal's "Sisa" in 1974; and 

uino's "Ang Lakambini at ang 
"in 1975. 

“I learned a lot about Philippine history 
through these projects," she quips. 

In portraying revolutionary heroine 
Gabriela Silang; she had to master horseback 
riding, too. 

“I fell off the horse nine times,” she looks 
back. "Once in Tanay, I missed barbed wire 
by an inch. Everyone on the set panicked.” 

Except Tita Midz. 


RECEIVING Urian award from Christopher 
de Leon (for “Tahan na Empoy") in 1977 


NATIONAL Artist Levi Celerio could finish a 
songin 10 minutes. 


ARMIDAatage3 


For these historical dramas, she com- 
missioned Restie Umali to compose origi- 
nal music. “He did 65 songs for me,” she 
says with unmistakable pride. 

She also mounted modern zarzuelas on 
television: "Ang Binhi,” “Sayang” "Ang 
Nazareno," "Ulo ng Lechon,” among oth- 
ers. 

“Ulo ng Lechon’ was based on a short 

story by Amado V Hernandez. How I 

loved that man,” she says. 


In "Ang Binh" she also 


YESTERDAY worked with Amados wife and 


fellow National Artist, Atang de la 

Rama, “She played my mother 

and we had a beautiful duet, 
which we sang while setting the table,” Ti- 
ta Midz reminisces, As such, she truly can 
claim she has worked with almost every- 
one, froth Atarig to Zsazsa. 

In "Sayang," she shared the screen with 
Boy Camara and Vic Silayan. 

“The songs in those modern zarzuelas 
had Levi Celerio as lyricist,” she says. 

She relates working closely with the Na- 
tional Artist: “He'd arrive in my house at 9 
am. and work the whole day. If he failed 
to finish, Td ask him to stay overnight. 
He'd promise that he'd finish by dawn.” 

But when she wakes up in the morning 

"Td find him sleeping," she says, holler- 
ing. “Amazingly, he could finish the lyrics. 
in 10 minutes.” 

She explains that “Aawitan” has 
amassed 8,000 playback and 2,000 mi- 
nus-one recordings. 

Her life's work now involves catalogu- 
ing and archiving this extensive collection 
of Philippine music. 

She taps this library whenever she 
stages the monthly musicals at the Makati 
University. She's been doing this for two 
years. 

“Ies hard work. You have to look for the 
right version from among several. For ex- 
ample, ‘Saan Ka Man Naroroon’ is the 
most recorded song in the show's history, 
with about 40 versions,” she says. 


Irresistible muse 

To think that Tita Midz's music career 
was almost nipped in the bud. 

When the 16-year-old Armida was 
asked by Fernando Poe Sr. of Palaris Films 
to audition as replacement for “juvenile 
singing sensation” Baby Jane, her father 
packed her bags and exiled her to Long Is- 
land, New York, so she could finish her 
studies. 

But music proved to be an irresistible 
muse. 

Almost four decades later, "Aawitan" re- 
mains to be her most enduring passion, al- 
lowing her to bridge even political di- 
vides. 

Although she's a staunch supporter of 
former President Joseph “Erap” Estrada, 
she has remained cordial with his nemesis, 
Luis “Chavit” Singson. 

"Whenever we had shoots in llocos, 
Chavit would ask me to pass by his house, 
He would serve a hefty breakfast for the 
entire cast and crew before our trip back to 
Manila,” she says. 

When the Sandiganbayan verdict was 
handed down, she wept buckets on na- 
tional television for her friend Erap. It was 
the first time she ever showed a vulnerable 
side. 

"Funny thing was, a radio show's repre- 
sentative later called and asked if I could 
cry again on air” She was stunned, but not 
speechless. 

“I told the caller that I wasn't a 
sideshow. It was so hilarious, I forgot 
about my depression.” 
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